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T O T H E 
ESSAY ON General History, 

AND 

The Manners and Spirit of Nations, 
from Charlemagne to the prefent 
Time, 

P A R T II. . 

Of the. Possessions of the English and, 
Dotch in America. - 

?^)8()8('^HE Englifh, who as being iflandcrs^ 
58( T* )9C are iKceffarily become nio;e praSifed 
)B( 58( in fea- affairs than the French, have 
kJ^)6CjH( acquired more advantageous fettle- 
ments in North America than the 
latter. They are in poffeflion of about fix hun- 
dred leagues of cpaft from Carolina to Hudfon'a 
Bay, by which they have long but vainly endea-^ 
B vourcfl 
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voured to find a pafTage into the South Seas ani 
fo to Japan. The Englifli fettlements in Ame- 
rica were not near fo valuable as thofe of the 
Spaniards ; the former having 4)roduced> atJeaft 
hitherto, neither gold, fJver, indigo^ cochineal^ 
precious ftones, nor woods for dying ; and yet 
they have proved very advantageous to the pof* 
feflbrs. The EngUfli territories on the Terra 
Firma begin about ten degrees from eur tro- 
;pic, in a moft delicious coumry called Carolina* 
Here the French have never been able to effeft 
any fettlement .; aftd •the Enghfli did Jiot t^e 
poucfTion of it till they had fecurcd the coaft lo^ 
the northwards. 

You have feen the Sps^niards and Portuguefe 
i^afters of almoftall the New WorW, from the 
Streights of Magellan to Florida : next to Flo- 
rida is Carolina^ to which the Englifti have of 
iiate years added another part to the fouth* 
-ward, called Georgia, from the name of their 
'king, George h TThey have been in pofleflion 
of Carolina ever fmce the year 1664. That 
^hich beftows the greateft luftre on this pro- 
"Vince is, its having received its laws from the 
admirable Locke : a perfedl liberty of confci- 
cjice, and an univerfal toleration in point of 
religion, form the bafis of thefe laws. Here 
!the epifcopals live in brotherly union with the 
puritans j they even admit of the Catholics, 
their natural enemies, te exercife their religion 
imdifturbed, as alfo the Indians, who are called 
idolaters ; but the laws require that there IhaH 
rbe fevcn heads of families to eftablifli any par- 
ticular fed or religion withih that governipent. 
Locke wifely confidered that feven families, 
with their flaves^ nii|:ht amount to 5 or 600 
Ss>vih and that it wotud be aa a<a <rf iiyufticc 
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rto deprive fuch a number of perfons from ferv* 
dng God in their own wayj a:id that under fuch 
a reftraint they might be tempted to quit the 
colony. 

Marriages in one half of this country are per- 

tformed only in the prefence of a magiitrate; but 

* thofe .who have an inclination to add the bene- 

- diAion of the prieft to this civil contrafl:, may 

■have that fatisfadlion, 

Thefe laws were received with admiration, 

^fter the torrents ofblood that had been (hed 

-throughout all Europe, by the fpirit'of enthufi- 

-afm and perfecution. But they wfere laws 

that would never have entered into the imagi- 

. jiation of either the Greeks or Romans, as they 

vcould never have conceived, that there would 

'be a time in which men would force each other 

to embrace a particular faith, fword in hand« 

By this humane code it is ordered, that the ne^ 

/groes fhall be treated with the fame humanity 

4is donieftic fervants. In the year 1657, there 

Were in the province of Carolina 40,000 blacks, 

and 20,000 whites. 

Beyond Carolina is Virginia*, a colony Co 
named in honour of the virgin queen Elizabeth, 
♦and. firft peopled by the famous Raleigh, wh« 
afterwards met with fo cruel a return for all his 
public-fpirited labour, from James I. It coft 
immenfe pains to fettle this colony ; for the fa- 
vage natives, who were a more warlike people 
than the Mexicans, and who faw themfelves as' 
iinjuftly attacked, almoft totally deftroyed it at 
its firft eftablifhment. 

It has been faid, that Once the revocation of 

the edift of Nantes, which impolitic flep added 

*thoufands of fubjefts to both worlds, at the ex- 

B 2 ■ pence 
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pence of France, the number of inhabitants 
in Virginia have amounted to 140,000, with- 
out reckoning the negroes. In this province 
and in Maryland they apply themfclves chiefly 
to the culture of tobacco, which forms an 
immenfe branch of trade, and is another of 
our new artificial wants, which did not take 
place till v^ry lately, and which is now grown 
powerful by example; as you may perceive, 
when I tell you that it was looked upon as the 
grcateft impolitenefs at the court of Lewis XIV, 
for any one to thruft this dirty ftimulating duft 
«p his nofei The firft farm of tobacco in France 
did not bring in to the proprietors above 300,000 
Viv res per annum, at prefent it is worth 16 mil- 
lions. The French lay out very near four mil- 
lions a year, in this weed, with the Englifli 
colonies, when they themfclves might plant it 
in Louifiana-: and here I cannot forbear re- 
marking, that France and England at piefent 
confume, in commodities unknown to their 
forefathers, more than the whole revenues of 
both crowns were formerly worth. . 

To the northward of Virginia is the pro- 
vince of Maryland, containing 40,000 white 
people and about 60,000 blacks. . Beyond 
this lies Penf) Ivania, a country differing from 
all the reft of the world by the lingular manners 
of its inhabitants. This country received its 
name and laws, in the year 1680, from, one; 
William Penn, the head of a hew feci, which 
have very improperly been called ^ake^s. This 
was not an ufurped power, as were moft of 
thofe invafions which we have feen both in the 
old and new world. Penn purchafed thefe 
lands of the real natives, and became a lawful 

proprietor 
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proprietor in themoft rigid (enk of the word. 
The chriftian doiSlrine, which he carried along 

^with him there, differs as much from that ac- 
knowledged in every other part of Europe, as 
his colony does from every other colony. He 
and his companions profeffed the fame fimpli- 
city and equality which prevailed among the 
primitive difciples of Chrift. They knew no 
other religious tenets but thofe which proceed- 
ed extempore from the lips, and which were 
all confined to the love of God and their fel- 
low creatures. They did not admit baptifm, 
becaufe Chrift baptifed no one, 7"hey had no 
prieft^ becaufe Chrift himfelf was the only tea- 
cher and paftor of his firft difciples. Here I 
perform only the duty of a faithful hiftorian, 
and (hall further add> that if Penn and his fol- 
lowers erred in their theology (that inexhaufti- 
blc fource of misfortunes and difputes), they at 
kaft excelled all other people in the ftricS^neft 
of their morals.* Though fitqated in the midfl; 
of twelve fmall nations, whom we term fa- 
vages, they have never had the leaft difpute 
with anv of them ; on the contrary, thefe have 
always looked upon them in the light of fathers 
and arbitrators. Penn and his primitive fol- 
lowers, who are called quakers, but to whom 
we ought to give no other title than that of tf^e 
Upright^ made it a maxini never to go to war 

■ with any- one, nor'to law with each other. 
They had no judges amongft them, but only 
arbitrators, who accommodated all differences 
.in law in an amicable mannier, and without ex- 
pcnce. They had no phyficians, for they were 
a fober people, and' confequently did not ftand 
in need of them. 

B 3 The 
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The province of Penfylvania was for a long:. 
^ time without foldiers, till the government of . 
late years, while at war with France, fent fome 
regiments over from England for the defence of 
this country. Take away the name of quakirs^, 
and that barbarous and difagreeable habit of 
throwing their bodies into a variety of ridicu- 
lous convulfions ip their religious aflemblies,^ 
an^ it muft be confefled, that there is not a 
more venerable fociety of men in the world. 
Their colony is as flourifhing as their manners 
are pure. Philadelphia (or the City of the 
Jirethren), which is their capital* is one of the 
moft beautiful cities in the univerfe 5 and in the 
year 1740 contained upwards of 80,000 fouls- 
But the inhabitants are not all. of them quakers„ 
0ne half of them confiitingof Gtirmans, Swedes^ 
V)d other nations,' which altogether form fe^ 
venteen different religions ; and yet the quak- 
€rs, who have the chief government, treat theory 
aJl as brethren. 

Beyond this fmgular fpot of the globe, where* 
affrighted peace hath fheltered herfelf, when* 
chaced from every other part, we come to New 
England, whofe capital 16 Bofton^ the rich^ 
city on all that coaft. . ' 

This city was at firft peopled and governed* 
by puritans,, who had fled from the perfecution 
railed againft them in England by the famous 
Laud, archbifhop of Canterbury, whofe head 
afterwards payed for his perfecutions, and whofe 
fate was a prelude to that of his weak and un- 
fortunate matter Charles I. Thefe puritafi$, 
who were a kind of Calvinifts, took refuge in 
this country, afterwards called New England, 
in the year 1620 ', and it might b^ faid of them 

t and 
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vmi the epifi:opal party who perfecuted them in* 
England, that they were tygers who made war 
upon hears ; for thefe latter brought over ^th 
fhein to America their gloomy and morofe dif- 
pofition, by which they mifcrahly hai^afifed the 
|9aci(ic Penfylvanians when they came firft to 
« fettle near them. But in the year 1692, thefe 
puritans proved a heavy fcourge to themfelves,. 
by the moft unaccountable epidemic madnefs ' 
that ever poflefled the human race. 

At the time when Europe was beginning to* 
•merge from the abyfs of horrible fuperfticioa 
and ignorance in which k had been plunged 
for fuch a number of ages; and that witchcraft 
•and the power of evil fpirits was no longer re- 
.firstrded in England and other civilized nations 
liut as anoient prejudices and. follies at which all 
reaibnable men bluflied ; the puritans revived 
ihem in America; A young woman*, happened 
to be fetzed with convulfions in the year 169a, 
. a holder^fbrth accufes an old maid-fervant in 
the family of having bewitched her, and the 
poor old woman is obliged to confefs herfelf a 
witch. Upon this half o£ the inhabitants be- 
lieve themfelves bewitched, and accufe the other 
half o( the black art ; the populace rife and 
threaten tOi hang the judges if they do not ot- 
der the accufed' perfons to be hanged. Thus 
ibr t^o years nothing was talked of but witch- 
craft, witches, and hanging ; and they were 
countrymen of the great Locke and Newton 
-who were feized with this madnefs. At length 
tb-; malady abaieed, and the people of NewEng- 
Jand, being a little come to themfelves, were 
amaoed, and aifaamedat then* outrageous folly.- 
They now applied themfelves to trade and huf- 
B 4, bandryy 
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bandiy, and their colony foon became tbe taoH 
flouriming of any ; infomuch, that in the year 
1750, it contained near 150,00a inhabitants, 
which is ten times the number that the French 
have in their fettlements. 

From New England we come to New York 
or Acadia, which has been the fubjed of fo 
much difcord and bloodftied ; and Newfound- 
land, where the great cod-fifhery is carried on ; 
and then, after having failed fome way to the 
caftward, we arrive at Hudfon's Bay, by which 
it has been vainly hoped to find out a fhorter 
paffage to the exti-cmidesof theeaftcrn and wef- 
tern hcmifpheres. : 

The iflands which the Englifli pofTefs in A- 
merica have proved almofl as profitable to them 
as their continent. Jamaica, Barbadoesj'^and fame 
others, where they grow fugar, have turned out 
exceedijDgly profitable, not only on account of 
their own manufacSiures, but of the trade carried 
on from them with N«w Spain, which* i« fo much 
the more advantageous as it is prohibited. 

The Dutch, who are fo powerful in the Eaft 
Indies, are hardly known in America > the little 
colony of Surinam," in the neighbourhood of 
the Brafils, being the only territory .of any cbn- 
feqoence that they are poffefled of in that part 
of the world. Thither they, have carried the 
genius of their country, which is to cut their 
lands into canals. They have made a new Am- 
fterdiim at Surinam as well a$ at Batavia, and 
the ifland of Cura^oa yields them a confidera- 
ble profit. Laftly, the Daneis have of late been 
poffeffed of three fmall iflands, and have opened 
a very beneficial trade, through the encourage- 
ment their king has given them. 

Thi* 
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This is ail that the Europeans have done of 
any confcquence, at prefent, in this fourth part 
of the globe. 

There yet remains a fifth, _ which is that of 
the Terra Aufiralis^ or Antarftic land, of which 
only a fmall part of the fca-coaft and fome few 
iflands, have, as yet, beeij difcovcred. If we 
cpmprehend undei the name of this new fouth- 
ern wprld the Papous-land and New Guinea,'^ 
which begin even under the eqriator, it is evi- 
dent that this pa'rt of the world is by far the 
moft extenfive of any. 

Magellan difcove"redtheAntar<SlicIand,in 1 520, 
lying in 51 degrees fouth declination ; but thefe 
frozen. climes proved no tetnptation to the niaf- 
ters of Peru. Since that time fcveral immenfe 
countries have been dif^overed to the fouthward 
of the Indies, and in particular New Holland, 
which ftretches frdm the lOth to the 30th dte- 
grce. The Dutch Batavia <rompany are faid to 
be in poileffion of feve/al advantageous (ettle- 
ments in this country j biit it is not very eafy 
to carry on a trade^ and be matters of whole 
provinces unknown to the reft of the world. 
It is not unlikely that this fifth portion of the 
globe may yet be vifited by fome new adventu- 
rers, from whom we may learn that nature has 
not negleded thefe climes; that ihe exhibits her 
ufual variety and profiifion in them, as well as 
throughout the reft of the world. 

But hitherto we know, little or nothing of 
thefe immenfe countries, except that there are 
fome wild and uncultivated coafts where Pelfart. 
and his companions, in 1630, found black men 
who walked upon their hands as upon feet^ a 
bay where Tafman, in 1642,, was attacked by 
B 5 a 
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a people with yellow complexions, armed with 
dubs and arrows j and another where Dampier, 
in 1649, bad an engagement with a race of ne- 
- ^rocs who had no fore-teeth in their upper jaws. 
We have not yet penetrated into this fegment 
of the globe; and it muft be confeffed, that it 
is better to improve and cultivate our own coun- 
tries, than to go in fearch of the frozen regions 
and motley* coloured animals of the ftnithern 
pole. 



Gf PARAGUAY. 

Of the power of thcf Jefuits in that part of the 
world, and of their difputes with the Spani-? 
ards and Portuguefe. 

'T^HE conqueft of Mexico and of Peru arc 
-*• prodigies of human boldnefs j , the cruelties 
which were excrcifed there, and the total extir- 
pation of the inhabitants of St. Domingo and- 
fome other iflands, the utmoft flretch of human, 
barbarity : but the fetlfement of Para[guay, ef- 
tabli(bed orrty by a few Spamih jefuits, appears 
the triumph of humanity, and feems in fome 
meafure to make attonement for the cruelties 
of the firft conquerors. The quakers of A-- 
tnerica^ and the jefuits of Paraguay, have ex- 
hibited a new fpeft^le to the world. The f^- 
n^er have fdf'tened th* rugged manners of the 
favages bord^ing on Penfylvania ; they have 
wbn them to inflru<aion by the mere force of 
example, without making any attempt upon 
* their liberties ; and have procured them new 
«0^vci;)iencie8 of life by bringing them ac- 

qiiaiatetfJ 
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> qiiaintod witb .tra4<. Tb^ j^fuiu. hftve iadeed 
made ufe of religion to deprive the inhabitants 

.'oPP^guay.ef their liherHoa ; bujt, on the other 

.hand, thqp have civiKjKed them, hav^ tiiught 

:theiQ.to be induftrioua^ and, have fqcceeded in< 

. governing a vaft cauniry, in the fame manner 
as a coovent t$ govern^ in Europe. Upon exa- 
mination, the quakers appear to haveaSed the* 

imoftjuftty,, and the jefaits the moft politically. 

.The foriiter com&dercd :tbe attempt to reduce 
their jieighboufis jiiiid^ fubje^ton in the light 
of a. crime ; the latter txiade a virttieof fubdu- 
ing f«v^es by mildoe& and inAruSioa*' 

irarag;uay is a vaft country, lying between 

.Brifil, P«ni, and Chilis Th§ ^ji^mudi^y who 

^nniiethfimffelve3 mafttfs of 'this coaft, founded- 
cfaccity oT Btienos Ajrr^ a^pla^e of great trade- 
on the jriver la PlaHa;. but with all. their power 
they were loo few in ntunber to conquer the; 
fwa^ms q£ aflfti vet that dwek in the midft of the 
forefb, and wbom^ however^ it was neceilary 
$x$MqeQ\ inr. order ta facilitate to themfelves^ 
a pa&ge irani £jiien09> Ayre^ ta Peru. In 
^is con^cft,' the j«£«j«$ affifted them mucH' 

. more .efiedu^lly than theirfoldiqrs could have 
done. Thefe miffionaries peoetrated by degrees 
imo^die heart of the country in the 17th cen* 

- tury. Some o£ the fiivage . natives, who h^di 
been jtafeen^i when) ybiuig, laiid bred up in 
fiuenosr Afreai- fcrved *ti|em: boA. as guides aod' 
interpfletexia^. > The-fiatfgues and Islbours th^y 
underwent, equalled, if not exceeded, tlu>fe of 
the conquerorsr of the new world. The courage^. 

' infpired by religion is ^t leaft a$ great as that 
which actuates the warrior in purfuit qf fame* 

..They wtredilirouraged^fay no difficulties^ ajjid'. 
B. 6. ati: 
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at kngth th«y fuceeeded in the manner fo)* 
lowing: ' • .\ j: . i . ..; -. f 

The cow^V feeep, and- oxen, which had 
been brought from Europe to Buenos Ayres, 
having multiplied prodigiouily, they took^'a 
great number of thefe with them, as likewife 
feveral waggon-loads of all kinds of inftru- 

*ments of huftandry and archite^ure* They 
fowed fome plains which they fi^und oh their 
way w<th the feveral forts of European, grain, 
and made a prefenr of the whole to the fevages, 
whom they thtft lur^d to their purpofe, as ani- 
mals are caught^with a bait Thefe nations 
confifted only in a number of families, who 
Jived feparate from^ach other, wichout focietjr, 
or the knowledge of religion,- They were, 
however, foon brought into the former, by 
having new wants given them from th« mew 
productions with Which they were fupplied. 
The miffionaries in t^he next place'^^wiih the 
afliftance of fome of the inhabitants of Buenos 
Ay res, endea\k>ured to teach them ^o fow' and 
till the ground, make bricks, hewt ttinben,^ and 

' build houfes. In a ifhort trme^ thefe .wild and 
uncivilized people were wholly transformed, 
and became ufeful and obedient fiibjeCls to their 
benefadlors; and though they did not immedi- 
ately become profelytes to chriftianity, • the 
doctrine of which was above their, conipreiien* 
fioii, their children, by bein^ t^^ tip in that 
religibn, fooii became thorough chrifttaos. : 

1 his fettlement in its beginningv confifted 
only of fifty families, which, in the yeir i 750, 
were encreafed t6 an hundred thou land. The 
jefuits, in the ipace. of one century', Jiave, 
^rtned^hirty cA«ans,<to which they have given 

the 
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the iwmelof the Chantry af^tbe Miffionsy each 
cantoniaV prefent' ccratairTS loooo inhabitants, 
r Ohe father Florentioa, aFrancifcan friar, who 
was at Paraguay, iiif the year 17 11, and who 
in every page of his. narrative, expreiies his 
admiration of this new governnment, fays that 
the village of St. Xavier, in which h^ lived a 
confiderable time, contained atleall30,ooo.fouk : 
from whcn.ce we may conclude,- with fome de- 
gree of certainty, that the jefuits have raifed 
upwards of' 460,000^ fubjcSs by mere perfua* 
lion. . "' • '* ' 

If any thing can give us a clear idea of this 
colony,- it is th^ ancient Lacodemoni an govern- 
ment. .All things: are*in common in Paraguay ; 
andfthe iifebf gold and filver is unknown to 
tbefe people, though .bordering on t^e mines of 
Peru* The e&ntial '.charadier.of .a.^Sparian 
was obedience to the laws of Lycurgus i that 
of an inhabitant of Paraguay has hitherto been 
■ obedience to the laws of the jefuits : in a word, 
. there feems to be aipenfejit reftmblance between 
. the two pepple, fa ve anJf ^ that thofe of Para- 
guay have no flaivesitaitiil their lands, or hew 
their timber, as theSpartans had ; but are tlietn- 
felves ilaves to the jefuits: 
This country is indeed dependant in fpiritual 
: matters on the biihop of Buenos Ayres, and in 
.temporals, on the governor of that city- It is 
abo^fubje£): to the k ing of Spai n, in.like man ner 
as the provinces of La PJata and Chili ; but the 
jejfaitfi, the .original founders of this colony, 
have a]wa)'s^ maintained an abfolutegdvernment 
over the people whonri they formedi They 
gave the king of Spain a piaflxe per head for 
each of their fubjefls.j.- and this they pay to thi 

govexmor 
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goyerAor of Buenos Ayres, either Ja money 4>r 
commodities ; tbejr onlf are. poSkSed. of .the 
fbrmer, for the futi^dSrBCV«c toucbJt*. Thiis 
is the only mark of vaflahge whidi the Spsn- 
nifli gcyverment has thought requiiite to^demaad 
of' them. Btit the governor of fioeaos Ayres 
cannot appoint any peHba to any officii either 
military or civile in the jefuits country ; nor 
can the bi{hop (rnidi (b much as a .parifli prieftl 
thithear. : . . ^ :j - .. * ;; O i 

' An attempt was once .made . toj fisnd two 
curates to the villages of Our Lady of Faith, 
and St. Ignatiosy aad they enr^i took the pre- 
caution to lend aguartlof foldiers ^anth them; 
but the people of both villages quitted their 
habitations,, and divided themfelvesiamong tke 

* other .cafHtons ; stnd the two icucater,: finding 
ittem&lsesikftaloney retunsei back to Baenos 

■ Ayres; ... 

I. Another Infliop incen(ed' at.liearing of this- 
affiront, which had faeenfut upon hb predece{!- 

n for, ; f efolred to cftabliih. ihe adftixmary xburdk- 

fi^vemment thofogboblrthe' cDuotry of Miffiotis. 
or. thjs'putpofe, he inviitod all the dergy in 
kis tjurifiliiftion, : to ^repair . to Mm on a day 
appointed, in order to tectivt their refpe^^ive 
eharges;. but no one davcdt te< appear. We have 
this hSt rehted by. tbe jefutts themfelves, in. 
one of their' memocialsy. which ichey puUifhed.. 
Thus theny-they commenced abfolute mafters in 
^irittial afiairs, and ho lefs^ fo in the civil. 
They, indeed, allow a paflage through their 
country to the officers that the governor fends 
to Peru ; but tbofe officers are not permitted to 
flay, above three days in the country, during 
whbch time they mtiA.npt converfe. with any 
i . . of. 
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'^ the iiAabitan;s; and tho* they come in the 
king's name, they afe treated .exa£Hy like 
foreigners, who are fufpedted of being fpies.. 
Thcjefuits, who have always been ca^ul icy 
prefenre appearances, make ufe of rdigion as. 
a pretext to juftify this behaviour, which might 
be conftrued into difobediance and contempt. 
And they declared to the council of the Indies,, 
at Madrid, that they could not confent to re- 
ceive a Spaniard into their provinces, left he 
ihould corrupt the manners of the natives ; ^nd ' 
this reafbn, which carries with ft fuch an in- 
fiilt upon their own country, has been admitted: 
as fatisfadoty hf the kings of Spain, who 
could not hope for any affiftance from the- 
Paraguayansj but on this extraordinary conV 
dition, which is a reproach and difgrace to a 
nation fo proud arid tenacious ef their honour 
as the Spaniard^ 

The form of government in this nation, the 
only one of its kind in the known world, is a&^ 
fellows: The provincial, or jefuit-governor,, 
with the aflHlance of hrs coilncil, frames the 
laws ; and each reffor,- affifted by another coun- 
cil, takes care that they are obferved 5 a perfon 
is chofen from among the body of inhabitants, 
of each canton, as ajuftice of the peace *, and 
has under htm ai lieutenant. Thefe two officers . 

• Tht Frtnf^ ^ermA»U»Pteettreur PiftaJ, which is a kind of 
aitoroeyy who profecQtei witiun his juri&li^ott til ocuftt where- 
in the public are intereft^d^ but in this place his office Teema 
rather to be that of ajuftice of the peace, (as I have ventured 
to render it,) for the particular canton, in which he is'chofen ^ 
and diat of his lieutenant^ a conftabie* We have no term ift 
Englifit which anfwers to the French but attorney-general, 
yihlsb, is top exteoUve Jn the feofe here m«ant* 

• go 
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go round their diftrifl everj* day, and give ztt 
account to the fuperiqr of whatever pafles; 

Every, village carries on foQie manufa£lory; 
and the workmen in each profeffion meet toge- 
her, and perform their occupations in Common, 
and in the prefence of their overleers, who are 
appointed by the fifcal. Thejefuits furni(h the 
hemp, cotton, and flax, which the inhabitants 
work up. They alio giv.ie out the grain to be 
fown, which is reaped in common; and the 
whole produce of the harveft depoiited in the 
public magazines, from whence each family is 
fupplied with what it wants for its fubfiftence, 
a^id theremainder is fold at Buenos Ayres, or Peru^ 
The Paraguayans keep flocks; they raife 
corn, peafe, indigo, cotton, hemp, fugar-canes, 
jalap, ipecacuanha,. and a plant called P^r^T^u/Ty- 
Grafsj which is a kind of tea, greatly efteemed 
in South America, and of which they make a 
confiderable traffic. Th^fe commodities are 
returned in goods and fpecie; the former the 
jefuits deftribute among the inhabitants^ and the 
gold and filver they make ufe of to decorate 
their churches, and to anfwer the calls of the 
government. Each canton has an arfcn^l or 
military ftorehoufe, from whence on certain 
days they give out arms to fuch of the inha- 
bitants who know how to make ufe of them. 
A jefuitfuperintends the exercife, which is per- 
formed in a regular manner, and after it is over, 
the arms are all returned again into the ftore, 
no inhabitant being allowed to keep arms in his 
houfe. The fame principle which has made 
thefe people the moft tra<^able of all fubjetas, 
has likewife made them excellent foldicrs. They 
fight as they obey, from a belief that it is the r 

duly. 
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duty. Their affiftance has been more than 
once neceflary againft the Portuguefe of Brafil, 
the Banditti, who are known by the name of 
MammelucSy and the Mufqueto favages, who 
were a racfc of cannibals. They have always 
been headed by jefuits in tbefe expeditions, 
and have always fought with courage, order, 
and fiiccefs. 

In the year 1662, when the Spaniards laid 

fiege to the city of St. Sacrament, of which the ® 

Portuguefe had made themfelves mafters, and 

' which gave birth to fuch extraordinary accideoD^, 

a jefuit brought 4000' Paraguayans to the aifift- 

ance of the former, who. fcaled the walls of 

the town, and entered the place fword in hand. 

• And here I muft not omit one circumftance, 

^ which will ihew that thefe mot^ks, who were 

> ufed to command) under ftood -their bufinefs 

.mulch better thiin the gcw^rndr of Buenos Ayres, 

. who w^ at the he»d of the Spanifli forces. 

(Thia general, whci^thc aifault was. going to. be 

.made, gaiee orders for placing a rank oi borffs 

in front of the men, in order, that the cannon 

, from the enemies ramparts having fpeut their 

lire upon thefe creatures, the foldiers mi^ht 

advanice with left danger j but. the jefuit, who 

headed the. Paraguayans j reprefented .the folly 

and danger of fuch a fcheme, and ordered the 

•place to be attacked in the ufual way. 

The manner in which thefe people fought 
.for th^ Spaniards (hewed that they would not 
he at a lofs to defend themfdves upon occafioo, 
.and that it woUld be dangerous ;to attempt to 
make any cha«%ge in their government* It is 
certain, that the jefuUs have already formed to 
themfelves an empire in Para^uay^ of, about 

40# 
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400 Ibagttes "in circsinafierencey and that tbejr 
kave it in their power to add to its extent. 

Though vaflab, in all appearance, to the 
crown of Spain, they are in eiFed kings, and^ 
perhaps the beft obeyed of any kings upon 
earth. They have been at once founders, legi*^ 
flators, pontiff, and fovereigns. 

A government of a conftitution altogether ib- 
new and extraordinary, and eftablifhed in an* 
other hemifphere, is an eSed^ perhaps the moft* 
diftant from its caufe that was ever known to 
the world. We have for a confiderable time 
feen priefts pofieiTed of fovereign authority in 
Europe ; but they attained to this rank, which 
feems fo oppofite to their real condition, by a 
gradual and natural progrcffion. They obtainec^ 
confiderable lands, and (hefe lands, like moft 
others, have in time become fiefs and princi- 
. palities. But the jefuits had nothing given them 
ki Paraguay ; and they have made {hemfelves 
abfolute fovereigns, withoiit even pretendmg to 
be proprietors of a foot of land. In a. word,, 
every thing has been of their own creation. 

But having at length abufed their power,, 
they have loft great part of it; for*wb«n the 
crown of Spain ceded the city of Su Sacrament, 
together with its vaft dependencies to the Poi^ 
tuguefe, the jefuits had the boidnefs to oppofe 
this convention j the people whom they goK 
yemed would not confent to be under the For- , 
tuguefe government, and for fome time refifted- 
. both their old and new mafters; 

If we may credit ^eRelacio abyreoiada^ the Pon- 
luguefe genieral d'Andrado, wrote to theSpaniih 
general Valdareos, ia the year 1750, in tbefe 
terms; *' The jefuits arc the only rebels, Their* 

" Indian* . 
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•* IndiiaiU' have twice attacked the Portuguefc 
*' fort of Pardo, with a confideraWe train of 
" artillery.*' The fame relation adds, that the 
Indians cut off the heads of their prifoners, and 
carried them to their commanders the jefuits. 
Akhough this charge may be true, it does not 
feem very probable. 

It is however certain, that livthe year 1757,. 
there was an infurreftion in one of their pro- 
vinces called St. Nicholas, when fome mutineecs 
took the field, to the number of 13000, under 
the command of two jefuits named Lamp and 
Tadeo ;.. and this gave rife to a report, which^ 
was generally believed, that one of the jefuitji' 
had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king of 
Paraguay, by the name of Nicholas I. 

While the monks of this order were carryrng! 
on a war againft the kings of Spain and Portu- 
galy in America, their bretha*en in. Europe were 
the confefibrs of fhe^fe very kings. But of late 
we have feen them accufed of rebellion, and aa 
intent to murxier their lawful king in Lifbon, 
entirely dViven out of Portugal tn the year 1 758, 
and violently periceuted at tne court of Madrid. 
The Portuguefe government have cleared all 
their American colonies of them ; buti they ftill 
conain mafters of all that part of Paraguay 
which belongs to Spain, where k rs very diffi- 
cult to get at them> and Where they ftill conti- 
nue to feare the fovereign authority with the 
erown of Spain, over an immenfe trafl of coun- 
try. This is an example hitherto not pa- 
rallelled in the hiftory of the univerfe. k fhaU 
be the fubje£b of fome future pages to (hew why 
the whole earth feems tO' have taken irp arias 

againft 
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againft them, and why the fee of Rome alorte 
has declared- herfelf their proteftrefs. 

Of the M O G U L. 

Vol. IV. ch. 129. 'T^ Hough there were fc- 
pag. 232-237. veral Indian aftrono- 

mers who underftood the calculating of eclipfes, 
yet the common people could not be brought 
to believe otherwife than that the fun was fallen 
into the throat of a great dragon, and that the 
only way to free him from thence, was by 
{landing naked in the water, and making a 
hideous noife to frighten the dragon, and oblige 
him to let go his hold. This notion, which 
is fo generally prevalent among the orientals, is 
an evident proof how much the fymbols of 
religion and natural philofophy have at all times 
becyti perverted by the common people. The 
aftronomers of all ages have been wont to di- 
ftinguifli the two points of interfcftion, upon 
which every eclipfe happens, and which are 
called the Lunar Nodes^ by marking them with 
a dragon?s head and tail. Now the vulgar, who 
are equally ignorant in every part of the world, 
. took the fymbol or fign for the thing itfclf. 
Thus, when the aftronomers faid the fun is 
in the dragon's head, the dragon is going to ^ 
fwallow up the fun, faid the common people } * 
and yet thefe people were remarkable for their 
fondnefe for aftrology. But while we laugh at 
the ignorance and credulity of the Indians, we 
do not refled that there are no lefs than 
300^000 almanacks fold in Europe, all of then 

filled 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 21 

filled with obfervations and predicSions equally 
falfe and abfurd with any to be met with among 
the Indians : for is it not as reafonable to fay 
that the fun is in the mouth or the claws of a 
dragon, as to tell people every year, in print, 
that they muft not fow, nor plant, nor take 
phyfic, nor be bled, but on certain days of the 
moon. It is high time, in an age like our's, 
that fome men of learning would think it worth 
their while to compofe a calendar that might. 
be of real ufe to the induftrious hulbandmen, 
and inftru(9t inftead of deceiving them. 

* « # 
Id. page 138.] We are told by a miffionary 
of undoubted credit, that in the year 17 10, 
" forty wives of the prince of Marava threw 
themfelves alive upon his funeral pile^ and were 
burnt with the dead corpfe of their lord. The 
fame author alfo fays, that in the year 17 17, 
two princes of that country being dead, feven- 
teen wives of the one, and thirteen of the other, 
devoted themfelves to death in the fame man- 
ner ; and that the laft, being with child, waited 
till fhe was delivered, and then threw herfelf 
into the flames. The miffionary adds further, 
that thefe examples are more frequent among 
the principal caftes, or clafles, than among the 
lower people j and this we find confirmed by 
other mifiionaries. The contrary fhould feem 
the moft piobable ; for the wives of the gran- 
dees have more to attach them to life than the 
wives of han'iicrafts, or of hard working men; 
but unhappily, a notion of honour has been 
annexed to thefe voluntary facrifices, and as 
women of rank are more fufceptibk of a love 

of 
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»<xf glory than the vulgar, and that the Bramin^ 
.always claim the garments and ornaments worn 
by the unhappy victims on fuch occaiions, thefe 
latter have found it more their inteieft to en- 
tourage this delufton in the rich than in the 
poor. 

Of PER S I A. 

Vol. IV. A Mohg the many caufes of com- 
^h. 130. '^^ plaint alledged by the Pcrfians 
againft their enemies the Turks, the chief has 
always been the murder of Haly, though the 
Turis certainly were not the murderers of that 
prophet, as there was no fuch people as Turks 
.then exifting. But in this manner do the com-^ 
mon people in general reafon ; and it is furpriz- 
ing that they did not fooner take advantage of 
this mutual hatred to eft^blilh a new fe£l. 
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Of tke Ottoman Eajpice bx the Sixteenth 
Century, 

Vol. IV- ch. iji. il Ftcr the death of Tumaa- 
page a5o. '^^ bai, or Tofnan Bey, the 
laft king of the Mammelufcet, the people of 
Eigypt funk int6. the lowcfti fta*c of abjnSHon^ 
and they who are fai4 tl> have been a brave and 
warlike, rai:e in the reign v{ SefoAns, are novir 
tnore effeminate and daftardly than even in the 
:time of Clcotpatra. We are told that Egypt 
gave birth to tiie fcience&y and now not. one is 
cultivated there; that her people were fedate 
at>d grsve, now they are volatile asid unthink* 
ing, daociiYg.and fmgtng to the niufic of their 
own chains ; the' prodigtocts number of her in* 
habitants, which are (aid to have paiTed all 
counting, are now reduced to three millions at 
the moft« Rome nor Athens have not experi* 
enced a greater change than this country, which 
is an undeniable proof, that though a clitxmte 
may have fome influence on the diipofltions of 
men, yet the govemmeat has a much greater. 
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. Of the Coaft of B A R B A R Y. 

Vol. IV, A Late dey of Algiers faid to an 
ch. 132. '^^ £hgli(b conful who was com- 
plaining to him of fome prizes his cgrfairs had 
made, " Never complain to the captain of a 
gang that you have been robbed." 'Throughout 
atl the northern parts of Africa, we continu- 
ally meet with monuments of the antient 
Romans, whereas there are not the leaft foot- 
fteps of any thing belonging to the Chriftians, 
notwithftanding there were many more biihop- 
ricks here than in France and Spain put toge- 
ther. There are two reafons to be aifigned for 
this ; the one is, that the very antient flrudures 
of hard flone, or of marble and cement, with- ' 
ftand the attack of time in a dryclirr.ate better 
than the more modern edifices ; the other, that 
monuments, with the infcription Diis Manibus 
on them, which the Barbarians do not under- 
ftand, do not confequently awaken their dif- 
pleafure fo much as the fight of the fymbols of 
the Chriftian religion, to which they are fuch 
bitter enemies. 

- In the polite ages of Arabia, the arts and 
fciences flourifhed amoDg the Numidians ; at 
prcfentthofe people cannot fo much as regulate 
their year ; and, though perpetually exercifing 
the trade of pirates,.they have not one pilot ca- 
pable of taking an obfervation, nor one good 
fhip-builder among them j but buy their fhips, 
cordage, guns, and gunpowder of us Chrifiians, 
and in particular of the Dutch ; and with thefe 
they afterwards %ike our merchant fhips, while 

the 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY, 25 

^he powers of Chriftcndom, inftead of uniting 
to crufh their commonenemy, are bulled in 
e mutually deftroying each other. 

Of the Kingdom of Fez and Morocco. 

"Vol.-JV. 'T^H IS empire reaches to the fron- 
ch. 14. -■' tiers of Guinea, in a moft pfea- 
fant climate; few territories are more rich and 
fruitful, or abound with greater variety. Se- 
veral branches of Mount Atlas are full of mines, 
-and the level country produces great abun- 
dance of all kinds of grain, and fome of the 
"beft fruits in the world. This country was 
foimerly cultivated as it deferved. This muft 
have been under the firft caliphs, fince we find 
•■the arts and fciences were then in high eftima- 
rt'ton ; arid thefe arc generally the laft matters 
.attended to. The Moors and Arabians of this 
-country carried their arts and their arms with 
khem into Spain ; but every thing has fince de- 
generated and fallen into a ftate of ignorance 
and barbarifm. The Mahometan Arabians, 
who civilized this country, have fince retired 
into the defarts, where they lead a paftoral 
life ; and the government has been left to the 
Moors, a race of men lefs favoured by^nature 
:than their climate, and lefs induftrious thaa 
the Arabians ; a people at once cruel and 
ilavifh. Here v(re hnd defpotic power reigning 
in all its horrors. The antient cuftom which 
obliges the Miramolins, or emperors of Mo- 
rocco, to be the chief executioners in their 
kingdom, has not a little contributed to make 
the inhabitants of this vaft empire infinitely 
greater favages- than the Mexicans. T>%ofe of 
C . T^tuaa 



y Google 



a6 ADDITIONS to 

Tf tuan are a little more civilized j but the reft 
of this nation are a difgracc to human nature. 
Several of the Jews driven out of Spain by 
Ferdinand and Ifabella took refuge with their 
families in Tetuan, Mequinez, and Morocco, 
where they lead moft milerable lives. The in- , • 
habitants of the northern provinces have inter-' 
mixed with the blacks who live about the 
banks of the Niger. 

* * * 

There have been religious difputes in this ^ 
kingdom, as well as in all others; and a fe£l: 
of Muflulmans, who pretended to be more or- 
thodox than the reft, difpofed of the throne ; 
which never happened atConftantinople. There 
have been likewife fome civil wars ; but at 
length the dominions of Fez, Morocco, and . 
Tanlet, were all united into one empire, 
in the feventeepth century, after the famous 
vi£lory gained by the Moors. over the unfor- 
tunate Don Sebaftian, king of Portugal, 

Notwithftanding the great degree of brutal 
flupidity into which this people are fallen, the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe have never yet been 
able to take vengeance on them for their former 
flavery, and fubjeft them in their turn. Oran, 
which is the frontier of their empire towards 
Spain, though once taken by cardinal Ximcnes, 
who loft it again, and retaken a fecond time 
by the duke of Montemar, in the reign of 
Philip V. in 17 30, fince which time it has re- 
mained in the hands of the Spaniards, has 
jnot opened them a way to further conquefts. 
Tangier, which might be the key of the em- , 

{>ife, has never proved of any ufe to them: and 
aftly, Ceuta, taken by the f o.tuguefe in the 
4 \ year 
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year 1409, and afterwards by the Spaniards ia 
the reign of Philip II. and who have kept it 
ever (ince, has been only a dead expence to 
them. Thus we find that the Moors fubjeded 
all Spatn^ whereas the Spaniards- have as yet 
been able only to. vex the Moors; and after 
having croflcd the Atlantic ocean, and con- 
quered a new world, have not the power to re- 
venge themfelves Avithin fivQ' leagues of their 
own kingdom. The Mvors,- though badly 
armed, worfe difciplined, and Haves to the moft 
deteftable of all governments, have hitherto bid 
defiance to all the attempts of the Chriftians to 
fubje(£i them. The true caufe feems to lie in 
thecohftant aud mutual diflVntions of the latter 
amongft themfelves. How, for inftance, could 
the Spaniards crofs over to Barbary with a force 
fufncient to fubdue the Muffulmen, when they 
bad their neighbours, the French, to fight 
againfl: ? Or, when at peace and in union with 
France, how could they engage in fuch an ex- 
pedition, when the Englilh had taken Gibraltar 
and Minorca from them ? 

It is fomewhat extraordinary that there {hould 
be fo great a number of Spanifh, French, and 
Englim renegadoes in the empire of Morocco. 
We find a Spaniard of the nane of Perez, ad- 
miral, under Mully Ifmael ; a Frenchman, 
named Pilet, governor of Sallee ; an Irifli wo- 
man miftrefs to the tyrant Ifmael ; and fome 
natives of England fettled as merchants at 
Tetuan. . The hopes of making a fortune 
amongft an ignorant people has always carried 
Europeans to Africa, Afia, and America, par- 
ticularly the latter. The contrary reafon keeps 
the people of ihofc regions from vifuing us. 

C 2 * A 
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A 

BRIEF ACCOUNT 

OF « OMB OF THE 

PRINCIPAL TRANSACTIONS 

O F T Hfi 

COUNCIL OP TRENT, 

T N the midft of (6 many religious wars, anfl 
-*• fuch a fcenc of difafters, the council of ' 
Trent was aflembled. This council was the 
longed that had ever teen held, and yet the 
moft peaceable. It formed no fchifm like 
that of Bafil, it lighted no fires like that of 
Conftance, it did qot j)retend to depofe crown- 
ed heads like that of Lyons, nor did it follow 
the example of the council of Lateran, which 
ftript the count of Thoulonfe of his patrimony^ 
and far lefs that of Rome, in which pope 
Gregory VII. kindled the flames ot dif- 
cord throughout Europe, by prefumin-^ to 
depofe the emperor Henry IV. The third and 
fourth council ©fConftantinople, and the firft 
and fecond of Nice, had been theatres of di- 
vifions and enmity j but this council of Trent 
was peaceable, or at leaft its difputes were nd- 
*her public cor attended with confcqucnces. 
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If there Is any hiftorical certainty, it is in* 
what was written concerning this council by 
cotcmporary authors. The famous Sarpi, the 
defender of the Venetian liberties, betrer known* 
fey the name of Fra, Paolo, and the jcfuit Pala- 
vicini, his antagonift,, both agree in eflential 
matters of fail. It is true that Palavicini reckons 
360 errors committed by Fra. Paolo; but what 
are thefe errors ? He accufes him with having 
miftaken dates and names. Palavicini has been 
detedled in as many faults as his advcrfary ; and 
' when he is in the right againft him, it is hardly 
.worth, being ia the right. Of what confe- 

iuencc is it, whether a* trifling letter of 
ieo X. waj written in 1516 or J517 ? Whe- 
ther the nuncio Archimbold, who made fuch a 
traffic of indulgences in the North, was the Ton- 
©fa tradefman of Milan or of Genoa ? Or, in- 
deed, what fignifiea it whether be did or did 
not fell indulgences ? What matters it whether 
cardinal. Martinufiusv was a monk of the order 
of St. Bafil, or an hermit of St. Paul ? But we 
fiiould be glad to know whether this defender 
of Tranfilvania, againft the Tqrks, was aflaf- 
finated by the order of Ferdinand I. brother to 
Charles V*. In fine, Sarpi and Palavicini have 
both told the truth, but in a different manner^, 
one as a freeman, and the defender of a free 
fenate ; the other as a jefuit, who wanted to^ be 
a cardinal. 

Charles V. propofed to pope Clement VIL- 
to call this council as early as the year .1533. 
but that pontift', who ftill trembled at the re^^ 
membrance of the Cacking of Rome, and his 
own captivity, aqd dreading, left the ftgry of 
his fpurious birth fhould embolden the council 
C3 to 
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to depofe him, eluded the emperor's requeft, 
to whom he did not dare to give aii abfolute de- 
nial. Francis I. of France, propofed Geneva 
as the place of feffion, at the very time that the 
reformed religion b^ gan to be preached in that 
city. It is more than probable, that if the 
council had been held in Geneva the reformed 
party would have been confiderable fdfterers. 

During thefe procraftinations, the proteftants 
of Germany demand a national council to be 
held ; and, in their aiifwer to the pope's legate 
Contarini, found their requeft upon thefe words 
of Our Saviour, '' When two or three are ga- 
** tbered together in my nime,-! will be in the 
'* midft of them." Their quotation was allow- 
-ed to be juft j, but it was faid at the fame time, 
that if two or three perfons were gathered tq- 
geiher in the name of Chri.ft, in an hundred 
thoufand different places of the earth, this ipight 
produce an hundred wars and councils, which 
might produce as many different confi^ffions of 
faith, in which cafe there never Vitoqld have 
been any union, though it might be allowed at 
the fame lime, that there never would have been 
any civil wars. 

Pope Paul III. (of the family of Farnefe) 
propofes Vicenza j but the Venetians reply, thaX 
the Turkifli Divan might take umbrage at aa 
affembly of Chriftians being held in the Vene- 
tian territories. He next propofes Mantua ; but 
the chief of- that city is apprehenfive of ad- . 
mitting a foreign garrifon : at length the city 
of Trent is pitched upon, the pope being 
willing to pay a compliment to the emperor, of 
whofc afliftance he ftood very much in need at 
that time, having hopes to obtain the invefti- 

ture 
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'turc of the Milanefc for his natural fon Peter 
Farnefe, to whom he afterwards gave Parma 
and Placentia. 

The council is at length convoked by a bull, 
**.by the authority of the Father, the Son, and 
'* the Holy Ghoft, and of the apoflles Peter 
** and Paul, whoie authority the pope exercifes 
** upon earth ;" in which the emperor, the 
king of France, and the other crowned heads, 
are invited to be prefent thereat. Charles V. 
exprefles his indignation that they fhould hav« 
dared to put a king upon a footing with hiou 
and cfpeciaHy a king who was in alliance with 
infidels, after all that he had done for the fer- 
vice of the church • But here his Imperial ma- 
jefty feems to have forgotten the lacking of 
Kome. 

Pope Paul, who wanted to beftow the in- 
veftiture of Parma and Placentia on his baftard, 
and thought that Francis I. might be more fer- 
Vfceable to him in that afiair than the em- 
peror, in order to intimidate the latter, who was 
prefTed hard both by the Turks and proteftants, 
threatens him with the fate of Coran, Dathan, 
and Abiram, in cafe he oppofed the beftowing 
the inveftiture of Parma ; adding, ** The Jews 
'* have been difperfed for crucifying their 
" matter ; and the Greeks have loft their em- 
** pire and their liberty for having inlulted 
** his vicar." 

After a great deal of caballing, the emperor 
and the pope are reconciled. Charles permits 
his baftard to reign quietly in Parma ; and Paul 
fends three legates to open the council at Trent, 
which he propofes to direft from his Vatican. 
His legates correfpond with him in cyphers, 
C 4 an 
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an invention very Jittle knowa in thofe days^ 
aad v^hicb was £rft made ufe of by the 
Italians. 

The legates and the archbifliop of Trent begin- 
by granting three years and 360 days deliver- 
ance from purgatory to every one who Ihall 
:!ctually be in the city at the opening of the 
counciL 

The pope iflues a bull, forbidding any pre- 
late to appear by proxy, and immediately the 
proxies of the archbifhop of Mentz arrive, and 
are well received ^ this law not being made for 
the ecclefiaftical princes of Germany^ whom 
it was the pope's intereft to humour. 

And now Paul beftows on his fon, Peter 
Lewis Farnefe, the ioveftiture of the duchy of 
Parma and Placentia, with the connivance of 
Charles V. and publiflies a jubilee. 

The council is opened' by a fermon from the 
bifliop of Bitonto, in which this prelate proves 
that a council was neceflary, '^Fiift, becaule 
*' feveral councils had depofed kings and em- 
** p^rors. Secondly, becaufe we read in Vireirs 
'*' iEne'id, that Jupiter aflcmbled a council of 
*' the gods." He goes on with obferving, 
*' That God called a council before he created 
** man, and dcftroyed the Tower of Babel; 
** that all the prelates of the church ought to 
" repair to Trent, as the Greeks did into the 
'* Trojan horfe. That the gate of the council 
** chamber, and that of Paradife, "are one and 
*' the fame; that the fpring of the fountain of 
** life flows from it, with which the fathers arc 
** to fprinkle their hearts, as parched lands ; or 
■ ** elfe that the Holy Ghoft will open their 
<^ mouths as it did thofe of Balaam andCaiphas.'* 

A 
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A difcourfe of this kind feems to contradiA 
^hat we have faid of the revival of learnino; Itx 
Italy. But this bifliop of Bitonto was a Mila- 
ncze monk ; a native of Florence or of Rom^,. 
or a dtfciple of Bembo or Caza, would not have 
talked in this manner. It muft be con{idered, 
that though good tafte was eftablifhed in feveral 
of the capital cities, it never fpread over all the 
provinces. 

The firft thing ordered by the council, was,, 
that the prelates (hould always appear in the 
habit of their calling. The cuftom at that 
time was for the clergy to drefs like laymen,, 
except when in the cxercife of their fun(3ion. 

. There were very few prelates then prefent 

at the council J moft of the biftiops of great 

. fees brought theologians, or profcflbrs of divi- 

. iiity, along with them, who fpoke for them.. 

There were fome alfo employed by the pope. 

Almoft all thefe theologians were monks of 
the order of St. Francis, or of that of St. Do- 
minick, and were continually difputing about 
original fin, notwithftanding the emperor's em— 
bauadors objefted agamd: fuch difputes, which, 
they, looked upon as idle and of no utility. 
Thefe monks^ 4egan upon the grand queftion^ 
-Whether the Virgin Mother of Chrift was- 
born fubjedl to the fin of Adam ? The Domi- 
nicans, adverfaries of the Francitcans, obfti— 
nately maintained, with their patron St. Tho- 
mas *, that fhe was conceived in original fin.. 
The difpiite was long and vehement ; ^d the 
council was at length obliged to put an end'to^ 
It, by determining, that the Virgin was not 
comprehended in the original fin Common to< 
• Sec Note to page 131. vol. iy. 

"C 5 id? 
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all mankind, but at the fame time jfhe was net 
altogether exempt from it. 

Duprat, biftiop of Clermont, afifpr this wgs 
over, requites that his mailer theHing of France 
may be prayed for by name, as well as the em- 
peror, as he had received the fame invitation as 
the emperor to the council ; but his dem^od 
was refufed, it being alledged that in this, cafe 
they muft alfo pray for the other kings by name, 
which might occafion fomc difference with 
thofe who fliould find themfelves laft named : 
the rank of crowned heads remained as un- 
fettled then, as in former times. 

Peter d'Anes arrives with the charaSer of 
ambaflador from the king of France. It was 
at one of the meetings of this council that he 
made his fainous repartee to an* Italian bifliop, 
who, after having heard him fpeak a long .time, 
faid,when he had ended, How this cock crows ! 
Gallus cantat ! (the words c«ck and Frenchman 
are both exprefl'ed in the Latin tongue hy gallus). 
To this infipid pun d'A nes replied with great cool- 
ncfs, "Would to God Peter may repent at the 
•* crowing of this cock." 

And this is a proper place /or taking no- 
tice of the bon mot of don Bartholomew de los 
Martiros, primate of Portugal, who, fpeak- 
ing of the neccflity of a refortnation in the 
church, faid, '' That the mpft illuftrious ci^r- 
«* dinals ftood in need ofbeingmoftilluflrioufly 
•' reformed." 

The bifhops could with difficulty be brought 
.to yield the precedency to the cardinals, whom 
they did not reckon as belonging to the church 
hierarchy ; and the cardinals had not, at that 
time, the title of eminency, which they did not 

aflume 
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aflumc till under the pontitiGate ot pope Urbaa 
VllL Here it is to be obferved, that although 
all the fathers and theologians of the council 
fpoke in Latin at their meetings, yet they had 
iome diiEculty to underftand one another ; by 
reafon that a Pole, an Englifhman, a Geronan* 
a Frenchman and an Italian, have each a very 
different manner of pronouncing that language. 

One of the moft important queftions difcuued 
in this council, was that of the refidence of bi- 
(bops, and their inftitution by divine right. AI- 
moft all the prelates, excepting thofe of Italy, 
who were particularly in the pope's intereft, 
infifted that their inAitution (hould be declared 
a jure divino ; aliedging, that if it was not fo, 
they could have no reafon to condemn the pro«- 
teftants. But how could they pretend their in- 
ftitution to be wholly divine, when they wer« 
obliged to receive their bulls of prelacy from the 
pope ? If the council controverted this point, 
the pope would then be no more than a fimple 
bilhop lilce themfelves. His fee was indeed the 
firft of the Latin church, but not firft of all 
^ees ; and therefore muft lofe its authaiity : and 
this queAion, which feemed at firft wholly the- 
ological, became, in fad):, a very political and 
delicate point. It contimied to be debated a 
long time with great elocution; and none of the 
popes under whom this long council was held, 
would everfufferit to be determined. 

The fubje£ls of predeftination and faving 
grace were alfo a long time under confideration, 
and at length decrees were drawn up; Do- 
minic de Soto, one of the divines of this 
council, explained thefe decrees in, favour of 
tlie opinion of the Dominicans, in three 
C 6 large 
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large volumes in folio : but father Andrew Ve- 

ip anfwered him in fifteen volumes of the fame 
ize ; in which be explained them to the advan^ 
tage of the Francifcairs. 

The doflrine of the feven fecraments was next 
examined with great attemion, and p^iied witb* 
out any difputes. 

After having fettled thistciJctas it is now re- 
ceived by the whole Latin churcb, they pro- 
ceeded to the plurality of church benefices. 
This was a ticklifli point : feverat of the mem- 
bers fpoke largely againft the abufe^ which had 
been long introduced, of fuffiering a number of 
benefices and dignities to be held by one per- 
fon, and revived the old complaints which were 
made in the pontificate of pope Clement Vlf. 
who in the year 1534. granted his nephew car* 
dinal Hrppolito the ufixhu&'ion of all the va^ 
cant benefices in the world for fix months. 
. Pope Paul wants' to rcfcrve to himfelf the de* 
cifion of this point ; but the fathers make 9 de- 
cree that no one (hall hold two bHhoprics at the 
fajne time, but with this modification, that it 
may be done by virtue of a difpenfatton from 
the pope. This has never been refufed to the 
German prelates ; fo that now a poor 'country 
curate (hall be incapable of enjoying two livings 
of 100 crowns a year a piece, when a prelate 
ihall be in pofiefiion of biihoprics to the amount 
of feveral millions. It was the iniereft of aU 
the bilhops, princes, and nations in the world to 
root out this abufe, and yet we find it auth^ 
rifed. 

This point having fomcwhat ruffled the mifids 
of the f^verskl par(ies> pope Paul transfers the 

coun- 
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<«uncil from Trent to Bologna, on pretence of 
a contagious diforder prevailing in the former. 

During the two firft feflions of the council at 
Bologna, the pope's baftard, Peter Lewis Far- 
ncfe; duke of Parma, become infupportable 
through hts in^folence, debauchery^i and extor- 
tion, is murdered in Placentia, as Cofmo dfe 
Medicis had been before him in Ferrara, his 
brother Julian before Wm, duke GaUas Sforza 
in Milan, and feveral other new made prince^. 
There are no proofs of the emperor Charles V. 
being acceffary to this murder ; but it is certain 
-he enjoyed the fruits of it, for the very next day 
the governor of Milan feized upon Placentia in. 
the emperor's name. 

It maveafily be fuppofed that thre murder and 
the fudcrcn- depriving the pope of the city of Pla*» 
centia, occafioned a rupture between the fon- 
mer and the emperor. Thefe diflentions affec- 
ted the council ; and the few bifliops of the ena- 
•pire who remained behind io Trent, refufed to 
-acknowledge the fathers- of the council of Bo- 
logna. 

' it was during thefe difputes that Charles V. 
triumphant over the proteftant prince* by the 
famous battle of Mulberg, in the year 1547$ 
crowned with fucccfs upon fucccft,anddifpleaf*- 
cd with the pope, afpires at the glory of doing 
what this could not, namely, to bring about an 
union, at lead for a time, between the catholics 
and proteftants of Germany. With this view 
he fets the theologians to work on all fides, and 
publifhes hie Inhalt^ Interim^ or temporary pro- 
feffion of faith, till a better can be drawn up* 
This was not declaring himfelf head of the 
church, a$ Henry VIII. had done] but it would 

6 have 
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have been the fame thing in fad, if the Gerr 
mans had been as tra6);able as the people of Engr 
land. 

This formula of the Interim has its founda- 
tion in (he dodrine of the church of Rome^ 
but modifi^f^and explained in terms lefs offen*^ 
five to thouw the reformed party. The laitjr 
were alloweaf to partake of the cup at the eu- 
charift, and priefts to marry. There was 
wherewithal to have pleafed every one if tht 
fpirit of party could ever be pleafed ; but nei- 
ther the catholics nor the proteftants were fatis- 
fied. Pope Paul, who might have been expec- 
ted to opppfe this proceeding, remained quiet. 
He forefaw that it would fall to the ground of 
itfelf; and even if he had been difpofed to make 
make ufe of the fame arms againft the empetor, 
as his predeceflbrs Gregory VII. and Innocent 

IV. the example of England and, the power of 
.Charles made him humble. 

Other concerns more preffing, becaufe of a 
private nature, diflurb the quiet of this ponr 
tiff's days. Affairs in Parma and Placentia 
were in ^n odd and ticklifli fituation. Charles 

V. as mafter of Lombardy, had lately annexed 
Placentia to that territory, and might do the 
fame by Parma. 

The pope, on his part, wants to^nnex Parma 
to the ecclefiaAical ftate, and to give his grand*- 
fon, 0<Slavio Farnefe, an equivalent. This 
prince is married to a natural daughter of the 
emperor, who has taken Placentia from him, and 
is grandfon to th« pope, who waajs to deprive 
him of Parma. Thgs pcrfecuted at once by 
two fuch near relations, he refblves to a(k affift- 
ance frpm France, and oppofc the dcfigns of his 

grand- 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 39 

grandfather the pope. Thus the incontinence 
gi the pope and th^ emperor excites a furious 
quarrel in the council of Trent, and their baf- 
tards ftir up the mod violent intrigues, while 
the monkiih divines are buAed in argumentation; 
The pope, ftruclc with grief, dies, like almoft 
all other fovereign princejs in the midft of the 
troubles the.y themfelves had raifcd, and which 
they do not live to fee ended. His memory is 
fevercly cenfuifed, fometimes .perhaps unjuftly. 

Juan del Monte is eledied pope in his room^ 
by the name of Julius III. and agrees to re- 
move the council agdin to Trent ; but the quar- 
rel about Parma overturns this council. 0(3a-» 
vio Farnefe perfi(l3 in refuflng to give up Parma 
to the holy feej Charles V. is as refolute to keep 
Placentia, in fpite of the tears and entreaties 
of his daughter Margaretta, Odavio's wife- 
Another baftard fteps in between and brings the 
war into Italy. This was the wife of one of 
0(^avio's brothers, a daughter of Henry 11. kin^ 
of France and the duchefs of Valentinois, who 
ei?gag€§ l^er father Henry to efpbufe her quar- 
rel*; who novv declares himfelf the protcftor of 
the houfe of Farncfe, againft the emperor and 
the pope : and. this very prince, while he is burn-j 
ipg all the proteftants in France, oppofcs the 
holding of ^ council againft the proteftants. 

While the inoft chriftian king is declaring 
againft the council, fome proteftant princes fend 
their ambaffacjors thither •, namely, Maurice the 
new duke of Saxony, the new duke of Wir- 
tcmberg, and laft of all the elector of Branden- 
burgh ; but thefe ambafladors foon return back 
difcontented. The French king alfo fends an* 
ambaflador there s this was James Amiot, bet-' 

ter 
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tcr known for his tranflatldn of Plutarch tham 
by his embafly : he however appears at the coun- 
cil only to proteft againft its proceedings. 

In the mean time" the two eledlors of Mentz 
and Triers take their feats at the council below 
the pope's legates : the pre fence of two cardinal 
legates, two nuncio's, two ambafladors from 
the emperor, one from the king of the Romans,, 
together with fome Italian, Spanifli, and Ger- 
manbifhops, reftore life and buTinefsin the coun--- 
cii. 

The Francifcans and the Jacobines now d?^ 
vide the opinions of the fathers in relation to the* 
eucharift, as they before did touching the arti- 
cle of predeftination. The Francifcans main*- 
tain that the body of Chiift in- the elements 
changes place, and the Jacobines infift that Ft 
docs not change place, but i& inftantaneoufly 
formed in the confecrated bread. 

The fathers come to a determination that the 
body of Chrift is under the appearance of the 
bread, and hi». blood under that of the wine r 
that the body and blood are together in each of 
tbe elements by concomitance whole and' entircj 
and that they are inftantaneoufly produced anew" 
in every morfel of the bread, and in every drop^ 
of the wine, and that accordingly- there is the 
fame worfhip due to them as to God. 

During thefe debates, prince PRilip, fon to 
the emperor Charles V. and afterwards king of 
Spain, and the hereditary prince of Savoy, pafs 
through Trent. It is faid in fome of the books- 
concerning the polite arts, that *« the fathers 
** gave a ball to thefe princes, which was open- 
" ed by the cardinal of Mantua, and that the 
" fathers danced with a groat deal of becoming- 

" gravity 
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•* gravity and decency/' Cardinal Palavicini* 
is quoted in this account, to (hew that dancing 
was not reckoned among the profane diverfions y, 
and great ftrefs is laid on the filence of Francis 
Paolo, who no where condemns this ball given* 
by the cardinals. 

It is certain that among the Greeks and He- 
brews dancing frequently made a part of their 
religious ceremonies ; but it Is not true that Pa- 
lavicini, as is faid, fpeaks of the fathers dancing: 
and theclaim to Fra. Paolo's indulgence isas falfely^ 

. grounded j for.if he does not condemn this ball,, 

.it is in reality bec'aufe the fathers did not dance- 
in it. Palavicini, in his 15th chapter of his luh 
book, only fisrys, that after a magniAcent repaft,. 
given by the cardinal of Mantua, prefident of 
the council, in a large hall built on-purpofe„ 
about a quarter of a mile out of the city, there- 
were diverfions, joufts, and dancings 5 but he 

. does not fay a word about the prefident of the 
couscil dancing at them^ 

In the midftof thefe diverfions, and the m«re 
ferious occupations of the council, Ferdinand I,. 

. king of H ungary, brother to CharlcsV. caufes car- 
dinal Martinufis tobe murdered in Hungary.This 
Dewsfiils the council with trouble and indignation. 
The fathers refer the cognizance of this villai- 
nous affair to the pope, who cannot take cog- 
nizance of it. The times of Thomas Becket 

.and Henry II. of England, were longfince paft. 
Julius III. excommunicates the murderers, who- 
were Italians, and fome time after declares king 
Ferdinand, brother to the potent prince Charles 
V# abfolved from all cenfure on that occafion.. 
So that the death of the famous Martinufius ftill 
remains among the great number of afikilinations 

which 
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which have pafled unpunifhed, to the difgrace 
of human nature. 

But now matters of a greater moment difturb 
this councfl. The proteftant party, defeated at 
Mulberg, recovers ftrength and appears in arm«. 
The new cle<9or of Saxony, Maurice, lays 
fiege to Augfburgh j the emperor is furprifed 
in the pafies of Tirol, and is obliged to fave 
bimfelf by flight, with hi« br9ther Ferdinand ; 
and, by this one reverfe df fortune, lofes the 
fruit of all his yi£^ortes» The Turks threaten 
to inv^^de Hungary. Henry It. of France, in 
alliance at the fame time with the Turks and pro* 
Jeftants, even while he is burning the latter at 
home as heretics, fends troops Into Germany 
and Italy. The fathers of the council fly in all 
bafte from the city of Trent, and the coun- 
cil continues, forgotten for the fpace of ten 
years. 

At length in 1560, pope Pius IV, (byname 
Medequeno,} who pretended to be adefcendant 
from thofe great merchants, and greater princes, 
the Medicis, revives the council of Trent 5 t^ 
'which he invites all the princes of Chriden- 
dom, and even fends nuncios to the proteftant 
princes aflembled at Naumbourg in Saxony, 
whom he ftiles his Dear Sons ; but thefe princes 
refufe to acknowledge him for their father, and 
return his letters. 

The council recommences its feffion by a fd- 
lemn proceflion of 112 bifliops between two 
files of mufquetecrs ; the bifhop of Reggie 
preaches a more eloquent ferraon than the bi- 
(hop of Bitonto, in which he raifes the power 
of the church to the utmoft poffible height, by 
equalling it to that of God j for he fays, 

** The 
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*' The church has aboliflied circumcifion and 
'** the (abbath, which weie inftiiuted by God 
** hitnfelf." In the two years 1562 and 63, 
during whic]^ time this council held its iecond 
feffions, there were almofl: continual difputes 
betweea the feveral ambajladofs about prece- 
dence. Thofe of Bavaria wanted tio rank be- 
fore thofe of Venice ; but, after a long conte£(, 
they gave up the point. 

The ambafladors of the catholic Swifs can* 
tons claioi precedence of thofe of the duke ef 
Florence, and. obtain it. One of the Swifs de* 
puties, named Melcheor Lacif ofFers to defend 
the courKil with his fword ; and to ferve the 
enemies of the church as his countrymen fervid 
the curate. ^uinglius and his adhereotf, whom 
they murdeied and burnt fgr the good old 
caufe. 

But tbe greaceft difpute was betw^n the 
French, and Spanifh ambafladors. Tlie^ouot 
de Luna, ambafiador from Philip jtl.pf Spaiii, 
infifts upon being incehfed * when at mafs, and 
to kifs the cap t» before Eerrier life French 
ambaflador. Not being able to obtain this dif- 
tin^Lion, he agrees to admit that two incenfe 
pots and two cups be ufed at the fame time ; 
but Ferrier ftijl continues inflcj^ible. The twp 
ambafladors threaten each oibcr, the Service is 
interrupted, and the church, is ii])ed with tM- 

— : ' ' . "' ?- 

* It 18 a cuflom in the Roman catholic churches, to thtom 
the pdt which contains the burning frankincenfe, ufed at the 
relebraition of mafs, towards perfons of condUion^ that the 
fmoke may come upon. them. 

f Another ceremony, ufed in like manner toperfontof dif- 
tin^ion, who have the chalice or cup with the cpnfecrated 
.>vine, prefented to them to kifs, the laity- not being permitted 
to partalu of the wine in communicating. 

mult 
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mult and uproar. At length this difference & 
eompromifed, by omitting both ceremonies of 
incenfmg and Ickling the cup. 

New difficulties arife to retard the theological 
debates. The ambaffadors of the emperor Fer- 
dinand, fucceflbr to Charles V. will have^his 
aflcmbly to be a new council', and not a conti- 
nuation of the former. The legates adopt the 
mean between the two parties, and fay, " We- 
** continue the council by calling it, and we 
" call it by continuing it." 

The grand queftion concerning the refidence- 
of bifhops and their inftitution by divine right, 
is renewed with- more warmth than before. The 
JSpanifli bifhops, ftrengthenedr by the ariiyal of 
a number of prehtes from France, maintain 
their pretenfions. It was on this occaAon that 
fome of them complained, that the holy ghoft 
was always fent from Rome in the courier's 
mail 5 a famous witticifm, of which the pro- 
teftants have not failed to make the moft adyin* 

Pius IV. incenfcd at the «>bflinacy of the 
bifliops, . declares thcfe barbarians t6 be enemies , 
©f the holy fee, and that he muft have recourfe 

•to a milliorr of gold crowns. The Spanifti bi- 
fhops cornplain bitterty that their Italian bre- 
thren have betrayed the interefts of the prelacy, 

■and that they receive fixty gold crowns a. 
motlfh each from the pope. The greateft part 
cf the Italian bifliops were poor, and the fee of 
Home being richer than all the bifliops of the 
council put together, might affift them without 
any T)reach of decency j but then thofe who 
neeeivc favours, are very apt to be of the fame 

opinion. 
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opinion with the per fon. from whom they receive 
;them. 

This fame pope, Pius IV. offers Catherine 
dc Medicis, queen regent of France^ an hundred 
.thoufand gold crowns, apd to lend her an hun- 
dred thoufand more, and a body of Swifs and 
German troops of the catholic religion, if Ihc 
will drive all the Hngonots out of France, con- 
fine Monluc, bifbop of Valence, who is fufpedlcd 
of favouring them, a prifoner.intheBaftile, toge- 
ther with the marfhal de rHopital, who lay un- 
der the fame fufpiciqn, and who was the great- 
eift man in France, if that title is due to one in 
whom genius, learning,. and probity were uni- 
ted. His holinefs moreover demands th^ abo- 
lition of all the laws made by theFrench parlia- 
ments relative to t,he church ; and in thefe hopes 
advances 25,000 crowns. The abje£l accep- 
tance of this charity of 25,000 crowns fhews 
into what an abyfs of wretchednefs the French 
government was at that time funk. 

But it was fttll more infamous^that thccardi- 
«al of Lorrain, who at length came to the 
council, accompanied by Xome French bifhops, 
"ihould begin by complaining that the pope 
had given the king his matter no greater a fum 
than 25,000 crowns. It was at this time tha't 
•Ferrier, the French ambaflador, in hjs fpeech 
to the council, compared Cbacles IX. then an 
finfant, to the emperor Conftantine: a compa- 
rifon which every ambaflador did not fail to ap- 
ply to his own fovereign. In the firft place^ 
•this comparifon fuited none of them. In the 
next, Conftantine never received 25,000 crowns 
dTubfidy from- any pope : and laftly, there was 
iome little difference between an infant king of a 

fmaU 
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fmall part of Gaul, whofe mother held the reins 
of gove^;nment, and an emperor who was fo- 
vercign of both empires of the eaft and weft. 

Fredinand's annbairadors complained with'v 
great warmth againft the pope for having pro- 
mifed money to France, and moved that the 
council might make a reforrriation in the pope 
arrd his court; and that there fhould not be more 
than twenty-four cardinals at moft, agreeable' 
to the decree of the council of Bafil, never 
confideiing that by retrenchiiig their numbers 
they cncr^afed their power. Ferdinand I. like- 
wife demanded, that all nations might be al- 
lowed to pray in their mother-tongue ; that the 
laity might partake of the cup; and that the 
German princes might remain in poffeifion of 
the church revenues which they had gotten into* 
their hands. ' 

Propofals of this kind were generally darted 
when there was any difference with the fee of 
Rome, 'and asr generally dropt again vvhen mat- 
ters were accommodated. 

The difpute about the cup continued a long 
time. Several of the divines aflerted, that the 
cup was not neceffary to communion ; that the 
manna in tHe defert, which was a type of the 
c ucbarift, was eaten without drinking ; that 
Jonathan did not drink when he eat his honey i 
thatChrift, when he gave the bread totheapof- 
tles, gave it them as laymen, and that he made 
them priefts by giving them the wine. This 
queftion was decided before the arrival of the 
cardinal of Lorrain ; but afterwards it was left 
to the pope to grant or refufe the* cup to laymen 
;as he fhould judge proper. 

The 
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The fubjea of the divine right was again re- 
newed, and divided the council. It was on this 
occafu>n that the jrfuit Luines, who fuccccded 
Ignatius Loyola as general of the order, and 
who was one of the pope's theologians at the 
counc,!, fa.d, that «« „o other church could 
reform that of Rome, inafmuch as the fer- 
vant cowld not be above his mafter." 
The Italian biftops joined in his opinion, and 
^mitted of no dwine right but in\he p'ope. 
The French b.fliops. who came with the Ldt 
nal of Lorrain. joined the Spaniards againft the 
court^of Romej which made the ItaTians fav 
that the council was fallen from theSpanjfh itch 

R«ourfe was now had to negotiating, ca- 

bai]mg,andbr.bmg. The legates gainef'ovJr 

uVj ^^^ *°'''8" theologians as thev 

CQuid^ There was in pirticu!ar°one HugonL! 

a doaor of the Sorbonne, who ferved ,hf m S 

5/' f "<» vvho IS poHtively faid to have rece ! 
ved iifty gold trrown, of the bilhop of Vint - 
migha for betraying to him the fecrets of the 
cardmal of Lorrain. 

I. ? J I'^f '^ ""^'^ *'" =»» **>« time fo ex- 
that fee bad not money enough to pav the the 
loguns fte.had fent to the council,' .i'he'e 
fore, all of them return home, excepting only 
th s Hugonis, who was in the pay of the iLtes " 
Nine Hench bilhops had aUeady quft IdThe 
Itght' '•'" ""'^ '^"' rLlJ\X 

And now the religious dffputes in France 
ftained that kingdom v^ith blood, in the?ame 



manmr 



y Google 



48 ADDITIONS to 

manner as they had done Germany in the reigit 
of Charles V. The pope, i nee n fed at a tem- 
porary peace which had been made with the 
protelhnts, in the month of March of this year 
1563, caufed the cardinal de Chatillon.bifhop 
ot Beauvais, an avowed Hugonot, to be con- 
demned by. the Inquifition at Rome; including 
in the fame fentence ten otberbifhops ofvFrance, 
none of whom we find to have appealed to the 
council. Some of them contented themfelves 
with appealing to the parliament. On the whole, 
we do not find that any one feffions of this 
-council oppofed this aft of authority in the 
pope. 

The fathers take this opportunity to draw up 
•a decree againft all thofe princes who wanted 
'to exercife a civil power over ecclefiaftics, and 
obh'ge them to pay fubfidies. All the ambafia- 
^ors, in general, oppofed this decree, and it 
did not paft. The difpute grew warm on all 
fides. In the midft^bf the tumult, the French 
.ambaffador,.Ferrier, cries out, *' Let us not in 
** this place cry out with the devils at the ap- 
*'^proach of Jefus Chrift,.Lord fend us into the 
-*' herd of fwine." It is not very clear what 
affinity there could be between the herd of fwine 
.and this difpute. 

After .fuch a variety of altercations, which 
"= though watm in their beginnings were always 
quieied by the prudence of the legates, it was 
now moved to put an end to the council. 

In the 24th feffion, the council declared the 
marriage tie to be perpetual from Adam, and 
that it is become a facrament from the time of 
Chrift I that it cannot be diflblved even by aduU 
.tery, and that nothing can make it void, but 

con- 
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^ronfanguinity within the fourth degree, or a 
diipefffation from the pope. The proteftaitt^ 
«n the other hand, were of opinion^ that a mto 
may marry his coufin, and may put away his 
"-wife, if found giftlty of adultery, arid marry 
another. 

In this feffion alfo, the council declares, that^ 
in criminai cafes, biihops can be tried only by 
the pope ; and that it is in his breaft alone, in 
•cafes of neceflityi to commiffion other bifhops 
to try them. This law, howev^er, is admitted 
in very few courts of jnftice, efpecially thofe 
of -France. 

In the laft feffion they pronounce an anathenia 
againft ail thofe who reje6l: the invocation of 
faints, pretending that we are to pray to 
God alone ; that is, who do hot thirtfc God like 
thofe wieak and frail princes of the earth, who 
are not to be approached but through their cour- 
tiers or minifters. 

Anathema Is likcwlfe pronounced agaiiift 
thofe who do not wor&ip relics ; that is, who 
think that the bones of a dead carcafe have no 
fort of relation to the fpirit which animated the 
living body, and that thefe bones have no vir- 
tue of their own. Such are alfo anathematized ' 
who deny the do(Srine of purgatory, an antient 
'<k)gma of the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, 
which has been adopted and faixSlified by the 
church, and thought by fome to be more fuit^ 
able to the juftice and clemency of a God who 
remembers mercy in the midft of his jiidg- 
ments, than the b6Uef of an eternal ftate of tor- 
ments, which feems to make hicn a God of im- 
placable vengeance. 

. D In 
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. In thefe anathemas no mention is mtiie d- 
ther of thofc of the confeilion jof Augibourg, 
nor of thofe of the communion of Zuinglias 
and Calvin, nor thofe of the church of Eng- 
land. ^ 

This fame feflion allows monks to make vows 
at fixteen years of agc^ and nuns at twelve ; a 
permiflion which is juftly confidercd as highly 
prejudicial to the well-being of ftates, but with- 
out which the monaftic orders would have very 
ibon become extinci. 

They affert the validity of indulgencies, 
vhich was the jfirft fource of thofe quarrels 
which ^ccafioned the calling of this council ; 
but they prohibit the fale of them. Nevenhe- 
lefs, they continue ftill to be fold at Rome ;^ but 
it muft be confeifed they are fold very cheap, 
and you may have them at fecond hand, in 
fome of the petty Roman catholic Swifs can- 
tons, for four fols a piece. The chief market 
for' them is in the SpaniftiWeft In^dies, where 
■ the people are richer and more ignorant than in 
thefe petty cantons. 

At length they finifhed by recommending 
to the bifliops never to yield precedency to the 
minifters of crowned heads, nor to lords. 
- The council is fubfcribed by four legates, 
eleven cardinals, twenty-five archbiihops, one 
hundred and fixty-eight bifliops, (even abbots, 
thirty-nine proxies of abfent bifliops, and feven 
generals of religious orders. 

They did not make ufe of the form, ^' It 
•' hath feemed good to the Holy Ghoft and to 
" us," but " it hath feemed good to us in prc- 
« fence of the Holy Ghoft." 

The 
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The cardinal of Lorrain revived the antient 
•acclamations of the firft Greek councib, cry- 
ing out, '^^ Long' live ^flie pope, tKe emperor, 
** and all kings," which was repeated by the fa- 
'-tlicrs. The cardinal was grcatJy blamed in 
France for not mentioning the king, his mailer, 
by name ; and from that tin>e it plainly appear- 
•ed how much the cardinal W2is 4n fear pf ofFenfl- 
'ing Philip IL of Spain, who was the great fup* 
port of the leaguers. 

Thus finished this cotfncil^ which (includ- 
ing its interruptions) had fat twenty one years. 
The theologians who had no voices in the de- 
liberations, explained the feveral dogmas ; the 
prelates pronounced the decrees or concluiioi^s, 
and the pope's legates dircfled them, appeafed 
all murmurs, (bftened all animofities, eluded 
whatever could hurt thiB court of Rome, and^ 
in fine, dire<Eled and comptrolled all the pro-^ 
ceedings. 
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Death of H EN R Y III, 

- . > ■ • *' 

Vol. V'. cb. 143, 'TpHE name of Herod, wtetk 
pag. 81^ '■' was given to Henry III, 

^ was not from any refemblance 
between him and that petty prince of Paleftine-, 
but only becaufe the common people having 
heard that Herod hadcaufed all the young chil- 
dren in his Country ^o be put to deaths they 
therefore thought this a priiper appellation for 
Henry, whom they looked upon as a tyrant^ 
while they corifidered his murderer^ Clement, as 
a faint and a martyr. 

^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 

In alnioft every ratholic country (Venice ex- 
cepted) the crime committed by James Clement 
was looked upon, as a moft meritorious gft, 
Thejefuit Mariana, who pafies for a wife and 
grave hiftorlan, expreffes himfelf thus fn his- 
book Of the Inflitution of Laws, " James Cie- 
** ment raifed to himfelf a great name; here 
*** murder was attoned by murder, and the king's 
** blood was (bed as a faciifice to the manes of 
'** the duke of Guife, who had been aflafiinated 

"** by htfi orders. Thus died James Clement, 

^* at the age of 24, a man who will for ever be 
^* the glory of France." The French carried 
their enthufiaftic folly fo far, as to caufe the 
picture of this murderer to be placed on the al- 
-tars, wiih thefc words underneaih, ** St. James 
" Clement, pray for us.*' 

The true form of the fentence pafled upon 
the dead body of this affaffin, was for a long 
time unknown* He wasprofecutedby the mur- 

4jt>4» 
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tpiis de Richelieu, grand provoft of France, and 
father to the cardinal of tjiat q^mc; and the at- 
torney-general La Gufle, wHo ^as prefent when 
the murder was committed, and who had him- 
fdf iiuroduced friar Qlem^Tit to the- deceafed, 
king, did not appear in the charafter of his of- 
fice on this trial, but oilly as a^pcrfon who came 
there to give evidence in common with others. 
It was Henry IV. who prono.unced xhe fentence 
himfaif, by wliich the body of the monic was- 
ordered to be quartered and burnt ; the fentence 
was palTed with the advice^ of his council) aixd 
figned Ru0, 

Another circumftance which has not bcea 
known hitherto^ is, that another Jucobine monk 
named Jean k, Roy^ having murdered the cora- 
mandaat of Coutance in Normandy, Henry IV. 
tried this mifcreant the fame day that he tried the 
regicide Clemliit i and fentenced Jean le Roy to 
be (owed up iii s^&ck, aod thrown int6 ^ river}. 
which fentence was ekecuted upon him at St. 
Cloud, two days after. Both the fentence and 
the puniihrneint were very uncommon ; but the 
Qrimes which occafioned them were ftiU more 
horrible. 
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. Of HENRY IV.. 

Vol. V. ch. 144, IIT/HAT does^Baylie mca» 
pag, 82. VV by beginning his ar- 

ticle of Henry IV. with fay- 
ing, ** that if he liad been made an eunucb 
*• when he was young, be might have eclipfe* 
** the glory of Alexander arwl of Caefar.'' Does 
he pretend by th^Jt to infinuate, that to be » 
gfeat man ofte-muft be only half a man ? or 
was he ignorant how many great leaders have- 
joined Idve v^itb war? Charfes Xfl. was the 
only one of all thofe who have gained them- 
felves-fame by their arms, who abfolutely re- 
nounced all connections with the fair fex r and* 
b* ^et with more iH fortune than fuocefs. Not 
thdt J have any inch nation, in -a Workr of this 
fdfibus kind,. to flatter the idle galiantry which^ 
hailong been, the ret^roacb of >the French na- 
tifert. I only mean-ta enforce this' great truth, 
t'hat nature, who gives us* ail oar quaiificatrons, 
dbee alnioft always: deny &rength and courage- 
to thofe who have been deprived of the enfign» 
of manhood, of, at leafl, who have them im- 
perfedly formed. Nature is the fame through 
all the creation : it is not the ox, but the buii, 
who fights. The powers both of body and 
mind depend upon this fourceof exiflence. We 
find only one general, Narfes, who was an eu- 
nuch, and only two learned men Origen and 
Photius. Henry IV. was frequently in love,, 
and fometimes foolifhiy fo ; but he was never 
^l^minac^. The fair Qjabriel calls him, in her 

letters,. 
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Fetters^ '* My foWicr." This appellation alone 
i» fufficicnt to refute Bay le* 

Id. pag. 85.] The jcfuit Jouvency acknow- 
ledges in bis hiftory, that Nigri, fuperior of 
the novices of that order in Paris, afiembled 
all 6f them that were in France, and led them 
to meet the pope's army at Verdun> into which 
he ificorporated them ; and that this army 
niarked its progrefs through the kingdom by the 
nioft terrible devaftations. This circumftance 
fufficiently fhews the fpirit of thofe times. 
- The monks might. then indeed, with fome 
regfon, fay in their writings, that the pope had 
a right to depofe kings, fince he was on the 
^oint of eflabliibing that right by the fword^ , 

* ♦ « 

Id. pag. 89.] You will remark, that tlie paf-r 
fia.ment wanted to fit in the general aflembly 
of the ftfttes by deputation or proxy^ and that 
they could not obtain it. You will remark alfo* 
that this very parliament had j.uil; before ordered 
Wt arret of the king's parliament (held at Cha- 
lons) againft the pope's legate and his pretended* 
power of prefiding at the ele£tion of a king of 
France,, .to be.bujrjit by the hands of the com^' 
mon hangman. 

Muchabout the fame time, feveral of the citi^^ 
zens having prefented 4 petition to the city and 
parliament, defiring that the king might at lead* 
be preflcd to embrace, the Roman Catholic re-* 
ligion, before they proceeded to the election 5 
tRe SorHonne declare this petition ** unfit, fe- 
^^ ditbus, impious", and idle,, inafmuch aa they 
D 4 « welli 
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** well kfiow- the cbfilnacyof Henry thevapof* 
^' tate," at the lame ttmis excomnouaicating the 
authors of the petition, and banifhing them out 
of the city. This decree, which was written, 
in very badLatin^ and was certainly thq pro-' 
d^udionof weakand fuperfiitious miiids, is dated 
t4lefir& of November, 1592. It was afterwards 
revoked, when of very, little figniftcation - whe- 
ther it. was Of not;. b«hadnotHeury IVi en- 
jaycd the crawn^ it would have continued ith 
force, and Philip IL. would have been loaded 
with, the appellations of proteiSor of France,, 
and of .the church.. 

While Henry's advcrfarics were employing 
the. fword and tho pen^ politics and fuper- 
itition againft him, and during thi fttting of 
the affcmbly- of the ftates, which was as- tu- 
tnulteous and divided as.it was irregular; Hen- 
ry was at the gates o£ Paris, and threatened ta 
«educeit. 

*- * * * 
. Henry IV. had about hi« pedbn t. private* 
envoy from.queen Elizabeth, who, in a letter^ 
he wrote to his royal miftrefs, concerning the 
k4ngs changing his religion^ has thefe very 
wordsi: 

^' The following is^ the Qiatin^ in which 
*^ the king excufes- buafdf, 00 account of his^ 
** change of religion^ and the very words^ in> 
^ •^ which he exprdieihirofclf tome^" *• 

" When I came to the crown^ 800 gentle- 
•* men and nine regiments left my fervicc, o» 
^^ pretence that I was an heretic ; the leaguera 



« ^AkfioftanLthctlusd book of Qeao's MSS. No. 8. 
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^5 imimdiatcly kt aboiH chafing anp^h^ 
*^ king» and x\it moft powerful of t^em oiFpreld 
•* their ferviq^^ to th^ dufeeof Guife,, wh^rc-^ 
^* upon I det^n^in^d^ aftec mature d^Jiberation^ 
^' to embrace thc^ Romifli religion, ^d by tbac- 
«* ftepi hiive entirely won oyer the third par(y>. 
** have prevented the ^leftiqn of the duk^. of 
** Guife, and have gained the good-will of the 
** people of France. I have had the promife 
** of the dukJB of Florepce^ in regard to fome 
^^ matters of gregt importances an${ b^ve finally? 
<< prevented the reformed religion from beiog; 
** entirely roQted out/' ' . 

^ ♦ Henry fent the fieur MorUpd, his .aj»ir , 
bafTador, to the queen of England^ to info/cn^ 
her of What, had pafied» and to jnajce hijs eic-- 
cufefi to her as well as he. could, .More]and« 
tells us, that Elizabeth made hioi this reply^ 
'^ Is it poflible then, that any worldly confi- 
^* deration cad have made (he king, your mafter, 
>f lay afide the fear of God I" When we hear ihr 
ciMgderefs cii M^ry Stuart talking .of tb«'. 
f^ar of' God, we cannot help thinking the 
charafter of a hypocrite, which has beca 
given her by moft hiftbrians^ to be too true j, 
but when we hear the brave and generous. 
Henry declaring that he bad changed his re-; 
ligion, merely for the good of his country»i 
which oMgjH to be the. ;gpverning principlej 
with all crowned heads, we cannot doubt, 
that he fpoke from bis hearjt^ fiow .then 
can the jefuit Daniel offer fo glaring an in- 
&ilt to truths anjd to .the .underftaoding of 



• Jdcm. 
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hU'j^^ders, as to aflert, eveii-againft att pm- 
b«bi)itf, ti cloud oiF w'ltnefles, an4 the prii^ci-' 
pies of the human mind, that Henry I V. bad" 
been long a catholic in Wis heaft I Oncb ifiore 
Imuft repeat k, that the count deBouiainvilliers 
-was 'perfedly in the right, when he aiierted^ that 
no Jefuit could be -a faithful hifiorian. 

*■**'■ 
The ambaffadors of Philip II. left Paris the 
very day that Henry made his entry into that 
cky, without having the leaft violence offered 
to their perfons ; only the king as faw them 
paffing by a trindow, where he was (landing, 
culled out k>t-hein,^' Gentlemen, pray give my 
complifheRts to your mafter $ but^I deiire never* 
to fee you here again." 

* # * 
Several politicians have pretended that when 
Henry IV. had gotten the maflery, he ought to 
have imitated qu^en Elizabeth^ and have en- 
tirely Separated %is nation from the Romilb^ 
<x>mii)union. They further more fay, that the' 
balance of Europe i^nclined too much in favour 
of Philip II. of Spain arid the catholics, and 
that to hav^ kept this balance equal, he ought 
to have made the French proteftants as the only 
me^nB of rendering them a* iHimerou«> rich, anct 
powerful people. 

• But Henry IV* was not in the fame fituation 
as Elizabeth; he had not a well difciplined^^ 
army at command, nor the parlianient of the* 
nation in his interefls. He was moreover in 
want of mQney ; he had but few troops to 
wjthQand Philip II. ^^ho,was always ready to 

attack;. 



y Google 



GE>rERAL HISTORY. 59* 

attack him, and the leaguei^ were ftill power-, 
ful. ^d in high fpirits. 

. * # » ^ 

Id« pag. 99.] It was a thing highly worthy of 
admiration, that H^n-ylV. notwitftanding the 
exhaufted and desolated ftate, in which he found, 
the kingdom, fliould, in leis than fifteen' years.' 
time,^have been able to eaf: the burthen of 
the taille, by near four millions of the currency, 
of his time^ which would make ten of ours ; ta 
Icflen tlie other duties one half, and to pay oft* 
an hundred millions of the crown debts, which 
would make two hundred millions of the prefent 
money. He redeemed lands which are now 
alienated to the amount of more than an hun- 
dred millions j all the ftrong places were forti- 
fied,, the magazines and arfenals well filled, 
'and the highways repaired'; all which is to the - 
immortal glory of the duke of Sully, and of 
ftis royal maftcr, who had the happy boldnefs 
to make choice of a foldier to repair the dif- 
orders in the public finances ; and who did not 
diTdain to labour in conc^t with the minifter' 
of his choice. 

V ^ V 

Id. pag, 109, iijO.] About the time that 
Henry Iv. was murdered, there was jpublifhed 
an apology for John Chatel, in which it is faid, 
** that the attempt was a virtuous, heroic^ 
** and meritorious aft ; and worthy to be com- 
** pared to thenobleft deieds recorded infacred 
" or profane hiffory. There i^ but one thing, 
" can be found fault with,, adds the apole^gift^ 
*' which is, that Chdtel did not compleat what: 
D 6. '' he: 
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^' he had began) b^ fending tjie appftate to* 
*' his proper place With Judas/* 

This apology clearly (hews the reafon why 
Guignard could never be brought to afk for- 
givenefs of the king was, that he did not look: 
upon hicn as king. " The conftancy of this 
** holy man," fays the author of the apology^ 
*' would never fufFer. him to acknowledge one 
^ whom the church did not acknowledge; and 
*' although the judges condemned his body ta^ 
•* be burnt, and his aflies fcattered in the air, 
** yet will his blood never ceafe to cry out againft 
** nis murderers, before the throne pf the God 
** of Hofts, who will not fail to repay their 
** wickednefs feven-fold, upon their heads*" 

Such was thefpirit of the league and of the 
priefts in thofe days^ and fuch the terrible 
abufe made of religion, which was fo ill un- 
derftood; an abufe which has continued even 
to the prefent time. 

It is not longfince ajefuit,. named La Croix^. 
who was profeflbr of divinity in Cologne, re- 
printed, with notes, a book of one of the 
ancient jefuits, called Befembaum, which would 
ihave remained as much unknown as the author 
and his commentator, if they had unhappily 
ferved to revive the deteftable doftrine of mur<- 
der and regicide. 

It is ftid io this work, that any perfon outt 
lawed by a prince, cannot be lawfully put to- 
death any where, but in the dominions of fuch 
prince J but that a crowned head, excommur 
nicated by the pope, may bs murdered where- 
cver he is found, inafmuch as the pope is fo* 
vereign lord of the univerfe ; and that any one 
Wing orders to flay an excomipunicated pcr- 
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£>n, be whom he will^ may delegate his charge 
to another^ and that it is an adl of charity to ex-^ 
cept of fuch charge. 

{t is true, that the parliaments of France con* 
demned tlt^is. abominable book; and the jefuits* 
of that kingdom probably declared their abhor- 
rence of the dodtrine it contained } but, on the 
other hand, a new edition of this book, whictv 
has lately appeared with additions, fufficiently 
{hews that thefe infernal teaets have been long 
ingrafted in a number of minds; that they hav& 
been looked upon as points of our holy religion > 
and that confec^uently the laws cannot exert 
' themfelve? with too much rigour againft the^ 
teachers and abettors of this vile do&iinet 
q{ king-kiUing*. 

m # • 

Id. page 112, &c.] Every one knows that 
Ravaillac was a novice, in an order of beg- 
ging friars of St. Bernard, who were ftill infa- 
tuatec) with the fanatic ipirit of the leaguers, 
^nd that this infamous n^f^reant was abandoned 
to fuperftition, and all manner of vice. Coun« 
jellor Matthew', hiftoriographer of France,, 
who held a long converfation with him in his 
little HoteLde Retz„ near the. Louvre, tells us^ 
that this wretch had been, for feveral years 
under a ftrong temptation to murder the King. 
A counfellor of the parliament, a(king him ia 
the fame hotel, and in theprefence of Matthew, 
how he dared to lift his hand againft the moft 
chriftian king ? ^^ It is firft to be known, re- 
** plied he, if he is moft chriftian." 

The irrefxftible force of deftin/ fhews itfelf 
more plainly in. this event, thaa in almoft any 

other 
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other we read of. A country fchool-maffer^ 
ivithofit.forming a confpiracy, without havings 
an accomplice, or being the leaft intereftcd in' 
what he did, kills Henry, inthe 'midft of his 
fubjecis, and changes the face of aifFairs in 
Europe. I 

' The whole of the proceedings againft him, 
which were printed in r6ii, (hews that this 
man had in faft rro other accomplices than 
the fennons of the preachers of thofe times, and* 
the difcourfes of the nronks. He was a great 
bigot, much given- to mentai and extempore 
prayer, and pretended at times to have vifiohs 
from heaven. He confcffed, that after leaving 
the Feuillaiits, he had frequently a defire to 
take the jefuits habit. He likewife confefled 
that his firlt defign was only to have perfuaded 
the king to banifn the rcfonried religion out of 
France; and that once in the Chriil mas- holy- 
days, feeing the king pafs in his coach, thro* 
the fame' ftreet, where he afterwards murdered 
hini, he cried out, as loud ashewasablei " Sire,. 
** in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
** the moft holy Vfrgin Mary, 'I conjure you 
" fo let me fpealc to you ;" but that the gtiards 
pufhed him aw^y from the coach j that then 
he returned back to ^Angoulefme, his birth- 
place, where he kept a fchool, and had eighty 
fehdlar^, andj that during his ftay there, he fre- 
quently went to confe/Tion, and took the facra- 
ment : and it appeared, from many proofs, 
that he conceived his hcUiih defign in the 
midft of the moil fanarjc afts of devotion. His 
anfwer to the fecorid interrogatory, in his exa- 
mination, were in thefe words, *' No one 
** whTitever, either counfelkd or affifted him 

V in. 
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*• in the perpetrating this deed 5 only that hear* 
" ing thefdidiers in generaly talking amongjd 
V themfelvts, that rf the kjng was to make 
^ ^ar agktifft the pope, they^ would affift him,: 
** and lay down their lives for his caufe 5 that* 
*' therefore, and for that reafon, he fuffered* 
*' himfelf to be led away by the ftrong defire 
*' he. felt to l^ill the king, becau^, in his opini- 
*' on, the making war againft the popfc is* 
** -making war'tipon G(5d, inafniueh, a^ the 
** pope is Godahd'Oodis the pope." Thus 
we find every thing toncur, to prove to us that 
Henry IV. wasi;i faft the viSim of an horrible 
prejudice, which had, for a long time, blinded 
the underftahdmgs of mankind, and fpread 
defolation'over the face of the earth* » 

••#' IT *^ - 
It has been confidently aflerted that Henry *s 
approaching death was talked of in the- Low 
Countries long before the fatal blow was given. 
It is not at aU aftonrfliing- that the partizans of 
thecathrficfeague; feeing the foritiidaWe army 
hewasonthepointof leading intothe field, might 
fay that nothing, but the death of Henry could 
fave therh. They and the reft of the leaguers^ 
undoubtedly wiflied for a fecond John Chatel 
to arife ; we eafily pafs from defire to hope, 
this hope will break forth in expreffions, and' 
thefe are wafted abroad ; fomething of this kind 
had reached" the ears of Ravaillac, and deter- 
mined him to put- his bloody purpofe in exe- 
cution. 

. It is certain like\yife, that it had been told 
to Henry that he (hould die in his coach. Th's 
notion* ai'ofe from the great dread this prince^ 

otherwifc 
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•thc^wife fo intrfpidj- w*s ajw^^jff uiidcr of bc^ 
hig overt urne4} >yhcn ii^ s^py wheel-carriage.. 
This natural wealtnefs was Icjoked upon by 
^ftrolog^r^f 2|s a (pr^lpoding, an. omeo ; and 
diis noUQ9 of theirs,, formed at random^ was 
verified by themoft improbable of all events. 

Qn the c^^rdinal c)e RiCHELiEuts obtaining^ 
a difppnfatipn frojp thq foFE, tp pals fea- 
tcnce of death upon MAiiitLAc, : 

Vol. V. chap. cxlvi.'Tr^HUS does a prieft 
pag* 170.] 4 fpill the blood of a 

fellow-fubjeil by the fword. 
of juftice, which fword he receives in France, 
from the hand of another prieft, who lives at 
the farther extremity of Italy. 

Adminiftration of Cardinal de Richehev- 

On the Marriage of Gaston, brother pf. 
Lewis XIII. with Maroaslet of Lp|r- 
xaine. 

Id. page "Tp HE king infifted that his brothei's 
182JJ . X nF:arriage with Margaret of Lor- 
raine fhould be annulled. Qafton ha^: 
only a daughter by his firft wife, the heirefs of 
Mon penfier. Now if the heir prefUE;Dpiive of thjC 
crown perfifted in his fecpnd marriage, ^nd a 
fon fhould be born of it, ths king wanted to> 
have this fon declared a baftard, and incapable 
of inheriting the crown. 

This was an abfolute violation of all religion, 
laws,, andtcuftomsi but as reijigion can only^ 

be- 
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be tnftituted for the good of a ftate^ it is cer*" 
tain, that whea its cuftoms ace hurtful or^sm* ^ 
gerous, they ought to be 2d>olifliea. 



Qa the Cieation of Twenty-four new Coito- 
feltoit of Parliament. 

Id. page IT' ia a. matter, riot very worthy of 
I igo. * attention, that there fhould be onfy 
twenty perfoDs found to purchafe thefe 
Judges featsji but wiiat will ferve to {hew us the 
i^rit ofiipankiiitd^ and^erpe<:iaUy of iP'renchmen^^ 
is^ tbat/tfaefe newi created members were a 
loBg'time defpifedand/hateid by the whole body ^ 
that, in the war of the league, they were 
obliged to pay 1-5000 Ijvres each, to obtain 
the good gi^ace&^f their brethren, by contri- 
buttonS'to a war^againft the government ^ that' 
(as- we ifaaU fe^ lierealter} this got them the 
nick* name of the ^uintu-mngt^ ov the twenty-^ 
fifteepsUi- XaftLy^ that ^wben^ an attempt was 
lately made to lay afide thefe ufelefs members,: 
the parliament, who cried out agamft their 
l>eingfirft introduced, as mere fuperRumeraries,^ 
eaclaimeiiaft loudly againft their being fuppref-^ 
fed. Thus are the. fame things well or ill re^ 
ccivcd, according to the fpiritof the times, and^ 
the remedy i&freq^uently as much complained of 
aft the difeaii:. 



Qtt 
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On the Jefuit C a u s s i n, the King's: 
Confeflbr* 

li page nr^HrS feme jefuit advifed Lewk. 
191. X XIII. Xo put the kingdom under 
the protedtion of the Virgin Mary, ia 
order ^o fan£tify the king's amours wJth made- 
moifelle de la Fayette; which, was looked upon 
only as an union of. mind^ in which.tbe fenfes 
had very little fhare.' The gi^od father's advice- 
was folIojw^d> and^ cardinal Richelieu put tbis; 
projedl .in practice the, fqUo^uiMng jsear, while- 
Caufiin celebrated' in vferetched doggrel, at . 
Quimpercorentin, the particular regard the 
Xugi'^.had for jthe kingdom of France. The 
hpufe of Auftria happened :to have the Virgin 
for its patrcDers^lik^wifei fo-. that out holy 
lady muft haya kpm ^XXt^Ok^y. V^ ^^^^ wbicb' 
of them to have. f^rve^.» .had it.riot hccu that 
tl^ Swedes. and the doke of Weim^ were pro^ 
teft^nts... 

llbid,] ObferVe that you will aevcr meet- 
with any great troubles in hlftory,. nor any 
inuig^es of council^ without the coofiaflbi^ of 
kings having an hand in. them, which ofteaends 
in their own difgrace. For inftance» a prince:: 
has the weaknefs to confult his confeffor on 
fiate-aflPairs, ("and by the bye this is one of the 
greateft inconveniences attending auricular con- 
feilion.) The confeflbr, who is almoft always 
ef fome one party, endeavours to make his 
ro;al penitent confider the vicw^ of this 

party 
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party as the will of God. The miniftcr fooii 
comes to the knowledge of thefe artifices', upon 
which the confefloris drfgraced,' and another 
is taken in hrs place, who praftices the very^ 
fame^ 



At the end of the Chapter of the Adroiniftra- 
tion of Cardinal Richelieu. 

Id page T T 7 H E N it came to be perceived 

200. VV how full the pretended teftar- 

ment of cardinal Richelieu was of 

errors in chronology and topography, falfe 

computations, and the mofiabfurd and ignorani; 

^ aflertions, fuch, as for inftance, that France had 

a greater number of ports in the Mediterranean 

than Spain, and chiefly, tha,t in all thisfpu« 

tious work there ,wa9 tiot the ieaft.n>entioa, 

mf de of the manner in which it was proper to 

carry on the war, in which the French inpnar- 

cby was tMcn engaged ; this Vamous produc* 

tion became as much defpifed as it was before 

admired^ 
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Of Spaih, under PHILIP lY. 

Vol. V. ch- 147. CPAIN has fufFered fo great • 
pag. 204» a depopulation, that Don 

Uftaris, a famous ftatefm^^ 
who wrote in the year 1723, for the good of 
his country, reckons the number of inhabitants 
af that time, not to amount to more than feven 
niilHons, or about a third of what are in 
France; and while he laments the great de* 
creafe of ufeful fubjefts in ' that ftate, he at 
the fame time complains^ that the number of 
monks in the kingdom had almoft always con- 
tinued the fame. He a.lfb canfefles, that the 
revenues of the mafters of the mines of Mexico^ 
and Peruy did not amount to eighty million^ 
oF livres of the prcfent money *. 

* About three txuHioiis aad a half fter!ip|» 
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..At the End df the CHArxER relating to 
PHILIP IV. 

Id, p, 211. A FTER the dwh of PhiJip JV. 

'^^ which happened in the year 

J 666, Spain was very unfortunate. Mary of 

J'^uftria, widow to the deceafed king, and fifter 

. ta the emprror I/eopold, was regent during the 
minority of Don Carlos, or Charles, the fecond 
cf that name, his fon. Her regency was not 
fo diftra£led, as that of Anne of Auftria in 
France ; but they had this melancholy con- 
iform ity with each other, that the queen of 
Spain drew upon her the hatred of the whph; 
nation^ by giving the adminiftration into >he 
hands of a foreign prieft, as the queen bf 
France made all her people her enemies, by 
fubjeciing them to the yoke of an Italian car- 
dinal ; the principal grandees op pofe the mini- 
fters in* both ft.«es, and the interior govern- 
ment was equally ill conJafted in one and the 

• other. 

The prime mmifter, who governed the Spa- 
nifli nation for ibme time, during the minority 
of Charles* II. was the jefuit Evrard Nitard, a 
German, confeflbr to the queen, and grand in- 
<]iiifitor of the kingdom. The incompatibility 
ivhich religion fecms to have placed between 
>the monaliic vow, and minifterfal intrigues, 

; i'obti raifed a general mutmur againft this je- 

' fuit. . : .;. 1 

* / The charaflcr of Nitard did not a Iitt4e add 

' to the public indignation againft him. Though 

be was very'cai)3We of ruling^ over the mind 

of 
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of his penitent, he was by no means fit to hoIJ 
^he reins of government in a ftate, havingno- 
^hingof the^niniftef or the prtell, but pride and 
ambition, even without the neceffary covering 
of diifimulation. He one day had the infolence 
to fay to the duke of Lerma, " It is you who 
•«* owe refped to me, who have every day your 
** god in my hands, and your xjueen at my 
'* feet." Wirh this pride, fo oppoiice to true 
greatrtefs, he fufFered the treafury to be left bare 
'of money, all the fttong places in the kingdom 
to fall to ruin, the ports to be left without 
.fhipping, and the forces without difcipline, and 
without any leaders capable of commanding 
them s this regligence of his, more efpe- 
cialJy, <:ontributed to the firft advantages 

■'Which Lewis XiV\ gained over his brother-in- 
law and mother- in law, when he attacked them 
in 1667, and took from them one half of Flan- 
ders, and all the Franche-Comte. 

A party was formed againft the jefuit-mini- 
fter, as irT France againft cardinal Mazarin; and 

• Nitard faund in Don John of Auflria, natural 
fpn of Philip IV. as implacable an enemy as 
the Great Cohde was to the cardinal. Conde 
was imprifoncd, Don John was banifhed. 
Thefe difputcs gave rife to two factions that 
divided the Spanifh nation, but without a civil 
war, which, however, was juft on the point of 
breaking out, when the queen prevented it by ^ 

( banifhing father Nitard (though much againft 
her will) as queen Anne of Auftria was obliged 
to tufQ off* Mazarin. But this latter returned 
more 4)owerful than ever j whereas father Nit^ 
tard, whofe difmiffion happened in 1667, could 
never again get footing in Spain, The rea- 

fon 
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Con was, that the queen regent had taken an- 
other confeflbr in his room, who oppofed the 
return of his predeceflbr ; < whereas the queen 
of France had no minifter near her to fupply 
the place of Mazarin. 

Nitard'wcntxo Rpme^ where he in vain foi- 
. licked a (:ardinars hat, which is feldom be- 
llowed on difgraced minifters, and was obliged 
to livQ a retired life very little countenanced 
by bis brethren, who indeed are feldom fond of 
a perfon who has railed himfelf above their 
level. But at length, by his own affiduity, and 
the good offices of the queen of Spain,, he ob- 
tained this hat, which is fo much the darling 
objedtof all churchmen ; and now his brother 
jefuits were by the ears, who /liould firft pay 
their court to him. 

The reign. ojf Charles IL of Spain was as 
weak jTs that of Philip III. and IV, as you will 
fee in the age of Lewis Xi V* 



Of 
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• Of the Misfortunes of C H A R J. E S I. and <rf 

the Iri^h Massacre. 

Vol. V. ch. 150. 'T^HI S maflacre has not the 
page 152. fame degree of cehebrtty 

in the hiftory of great crrmes 
as that of St. Bartholomew, though it was as 
general, and accompanied with all the horrors 
and barbarities that could diftinguifli fuch a 
fally of cnthiifiaflic fury. But this confpiracy 
t)f one half of a nation againft the other, on 
account of religion, pafled in an ifland at that 
time little known by other nations, and had not 
tlie authority of ftich Hluftrious accomplices as 
a queen regent, a king of France, and a duke 
of Guifc ; the vifiims of this brutal zeal, 

• though equal in number, were not of fuch con- 
fideration as thofe in France, and although 
the fcene was to the full as bloody, yet the 

' theatre of aftion did not fix the attention of 
Europe. The whole world ftill rings with the 
horrors of St. Bartholomew's day, while the 
Irilh maflacre is in a manner forgot. 

If we were to reckon the murders which 
liavQ been committed by enthufiafm, fince the 
days of St. Athanafius and of Arius, to the 
prefent time, we fhould find that thofe difputes 
have contributed more to the depopulation of 
the earth, than all the battles that have been 
fought ; for, in thefe, the male fpecies only is 
deftroycd, which is always more numerous 
than the female : but in the maflfacres perpe- 
trated for religion's fake, both fexes are indif- 
criminately made the viftims, 

3 »^ 
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Reflections on the Declaration ofCHARLES I. 
concerning Religion. 

Id. pag.158. 'TpHUS are princes in religious 
^ maimers more under fubjedion 
to their ' people, than the people to them. 
When once, w^at we call dogma, or an opinion, 
has got root in a nation,^he fovereign muft de- 
clare (hat he is ready to die in the defence of 
that opinion. It ia much eafier to make fuch 
a fpeech than to perfuade a headflrong po- 
pulace. 

* # # 
Of the numberlefs diflentions which have at 
different times threatened the fubverfion of the 
Englifh government, before it acquired the 
happy and fettled form in which we now fee it^ 
the troublejs of thofe times preceding the death 
of Charles 1. were the only ones, in which ex- ' 
cefs of folly and excefs of madnefs were joined 
together, and that ridiculous fuperftition with 
which the reformed {c&, had reproached thofe 
of the Romiih communion, might now be re- 
torted upon the puritans. The bifhops behaved . 
like meah'fpinted cowards $ they ought to have 
died in defence of a caufe which they thought 
juft : but the behaviour of the prefbyterian$ was 
that of madmen ; their drefs; their way of dif- 
courfmg, their low alluiions to paffages of 
■ Scripture, their ridiculous geftures, their fer- 
mons, their pretended prophecies j in fhort, the 
liirhole of their manners might in peaceable 
itimes have ferved to divert the mob at a fair, 
had they not been rather too difgufting. But, 
E unhappil y 
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unhappily, theCe fanatics joined fury to abfur- 
dity ; and thofe whom children now. a-days 
%vbuld laugh to fcorn, by wading through' riversr 
of blood made tbemfelves refpedled and 
dreaded ; and were at once the mod ridiculolis 
and the moft formidable of men. 



Of OLIVER CROMWELL. 

Vol. V. ch. 151. ^TpHE marquis : of Montrofe 
page 277. was fentenced to be bang- 

ed on a gibbet thirty feet high, 
to be afterwards quartered, and his members 
fixed upon thje gates of tiie four principal towns 
in Scotland, for having ofFended againft the 
New Law or Covenant ^ as it was called. This 
brave nobleman, upon hearing his fentence 
pronounced to him by the judge, made anfwer, 
that he was forry he had not quarters enough 
to be fcnt to the gates of every town in Europe, 
as monuments of his fidelity to his prince. 
He even put this fentiment into tolerable verfe 
as he was going to the place of execution. He 
was a perfon of the moft agreeable wit, and the 
moil learning, as well as the braved man of 
any in the three kingdoms. The prefbyterian 
clergy accompanied him to his execution, re- 
viling and infulting him, and pronouncing- his 
damnation. 

# * #^ 
Id. p. 286.] Cromwell placed confidence only 
^ the independants, who could not fubfift but 
thro' him. and he would laugh at them fometimes 
V'ith the deifts, though he did no^ look upon 
deifm with a favourable eye, as being a reli- 
gion 
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gion void of enthufiaiiii, and confequendy fit 
only for phtlofophers, and can never be of 
fervice*to conquerors. 

There were but a few of this philofophic 
fed in the kingdom, and with thefe he would 
Yometimes divert bimfelF at the pxpence of the 
holy madmen, who had cleared the way for 
him to the throne with the Bible in their hands* 
By this conduS he preferved, to his laft huur^ 
an authority which had been, cemented witU 
blood, and fupported by force and artifice* 



Of England, under CHARLES IL 

Vol. VI. ch, 152. r\EISM, which this king 
pag. 5* ^^ feenicd openly to pro- 

fcfs, became the reigning re- 
ligion aniong the many others then in the king-*- 
dom, and has fince made a furprifing progrefs 
in other parts of the world. The earl of 
Shafcfbury, fon to the minifter, and one of the 
chief fupporters of this fed, fays pofitively in 
his Charaderlftics, that the noble appellation of 
deift cannot be too highly reverenced. A 
number of eminent writers have made open 
profeffion of deifm ; and the. major part of the 
Socinians have ranged themielves under itsfland- 
ard. This k&j now become very numerous, is 
accufed of admitting only the light of reafon^ 
and rejecting all revelation. It is not poffible 
for a Chridrian to ftand up a^ their advocate ; 
but the ftrid .impartiality with which we are 
deilrous to draw this great piSure of human 
-life, obliges us, while we condemn their doc- 
trine, to do juftice to their behaviour. We 
E 2 cannoe 
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caiUiot therefore but acknowledge, that this it 
the only k& of all others that has not difturbed 
the peace of fociety by its difputes ; and, though 
erroneous, has been always clear of fanaticifm. 
It is indeed impoffible that fuch a fedl fhoold be 
other than peaceable, fince its followers are 
tinited with all mankind in the principle com^ 
mon to all ages and all countries ; namely, the 
worfhip of one only God; and differ from 
4}ther men on^Iy in having neither forms nor 
places of worfhip j in believing only rn one juft 
<jfod, allowing for the diverfity of opinions in 
others, and feldom difcovering their own. 
They fay that their pure religion, which is as 
old as the world, was for a long time the only 
true one, before God himfelf gave another to 
the Hebrew nation. , They found this notion 
from its having been always the religion of the 
Chinefe literati ; but thefe literati had a pub- 
lic form of worfhip, whereas the European 
4]eifts have only a private one, every perfon 
^orfliipping God in his own houfe, and affift- 
ing wiAout fcruple at all public ceremonies : at 
learft there has hitherto been but a very incon* 
fiderable number pf thofe called Unitariam^ who 
have formed an a^mbly ; and thefe maiy be 
called prhnitive Cfariilians rather than deifts. 

« « * 
Id. pag. 8, 9, &c.] Notwithftandin^ ' the 
great change in minds and affairs in England, 
the love 6f liberty and faction did not change 
among the people, nor that pafBon for abfolute 
power which prevailed in the king and his bro- 
ther the duke of York ; fo that in the midft of 
tha pleafures and feftivities of a court, oonfu- 
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fion, divifion, and animoiities, between kSts 
and parties^ overfpread the kingdom. There 
were not indeed any violent civil wars, as in 
the time of Cromwell ; but numberlefs in« 
trigues, plots, and murders, committed -un-» 
der the folemn maik of juftice, and in virtue 
of laws, which hatred, or party mifapprehen-* 
fion, conftrued according to th^ir own pur- 
pofe, threw .a^ cloud over a great part of the 
reign of Charles II. This prince indeed feemed, 
by the ai iible mildnefs^of his character, form^ 
ed to render his people as Jiappy as he made 
.eveiy one who bad the horiour of approachfn^ 
hii^ f and yet the blood of the fubjeA flowed 
under the hand of the executioner during this 
good prince's reign, as well as under tbofe of 
others. Religion was the fole caufe of thefe 
difafters, noi;withftanding that Charles himfelf 
wa&p^rfe&ly indifferent ^n that head. 

Charles had no children, and his brother, 
^ho wa5 heir prefumptive to the crown, bad 
lately turiied papift, a name which is held in 
execration by the parliament and kingdom 
of England in general* As foon as it was po«- 
iitively known that the duke had'changed his 
> religioD,. the fear of hav^j cue day a papift for 
their king, made a change in almoil sdl minds* 
Some wretches among the dregs of the people, 
hired by the faction that oppofed the courts 
pretended to discover a plot much more, extra- 
ordinary than that known by the name of gun- 
, powder treafon. They declared and fwore ta 
it, that the papifts had formed a defign to mur- 
der the ktn^, and place the crown upon hi» 
brother's head ; that pope Clement X. in a con^ 
gregation called de Propaganda^, held in 1675, 
E3. had 
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had cleclared, that the kingdom of England htr- 
longed to ihe popes, by an imprefcriptiblc 
right 5 that, hi virtue of this right, he had ap- 
pointed Oliva, general of the jefuits order, his 
lieutenant there ; and that this jefuit had made 
over his authority to the duke of Yorit,lhe pope's 
vaflal ;, that an army was to be rarfed in England 
to drive Charles 11. from the throne; that Fa- 
ther La Chaife, a jefuit, and confefibr to 
Lev(^is XIV. had remitted a thoufand louis 
d*ors to London, to fet the operations on foot ; 
that Conyers, another jefuit, had bought a 
pqxiiard, which coft him twerrty fliHlings, with 
which he was to ftab the king ; and that a cer- 
tain phyfician had been offered ten thoufand 
pounds to potfon him. At the fame time they 
produced a lift of the names and commifiions 
of all the officers who had been nominated by 
the general of the jefaits to command the army 
to be raifed in defence of popery. 

Never was atcufation more ablUrd. The 
rabbet woman or the bottle-conjurer in Eng- 
land, or with u& the afFair of the fiull Unige*- 
n.tus, the convu'1fipnifts,and the charges brought 
againft phtlofopheFS and men of .learning, were 
not more ridiculous^ But when once the miirds 
of men come to be heated, the more prepoC- 
terous an opinion is, the more it is credited. 
, The whole nation took the alarm. The 
parliament, in fpite of all the endeavours of 
the court, proceeded in the moft fevere man- 
ner. There was fome mixture of tr-uth in thefe 
incredible falfhoods, and that was fuBicient to 
ianftify the whole. The informers pretended 
that the general Oliva had appointed one Cole^ 
sian, a depe^idant on th^ duke of York, his 

fecretary 
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fecretary of ftate in England. This'Coleman's 
papers were feized, and feme letters were found 
slmong them written by him to father La Chaife, 
in which were the following expreffions ; ** We 
•' have a great undertaking in hand, no lefs 
*' than the converfion of* three kingdoms, and 
*' perhaps the total extirpation of herefy j we 

•* have a prince zealous in our caufe, &c 

" You muft fend a large fum of money to t^e 
*' king, money is the only prevailing logic at 
•*' our court." 

It is plain by thefe letters that the Catholic 
party wanted to get the upper hand, that they 
had great dependance on the duke of York, and 
-that the king himfelf was inclinable to favour 
the Catholics, provided they would fupply him' 
handfomely with money j and, laftly, that thp 
jefuits were doing all in their power to ferve 
the pope in England. All the reft was mani- 
feftly falfe ; and the informers contradicted 
themfelves fo grofsly in their depofitions, that 
at any other time they would have been laughed 
at.by^very one. 

But Coleman's letters, and the.murder of a 
juftice of peace-*, which happened about that 
time, made any thing be believed of the papifts. 
Several perfons who were accufed, loft their 
lives on the fcafFold, and five jefuits were hang- 
ed and. quartered. Had thefe men been con- 
demned as difturbers of the public peace, or 
for holding illicit correfpondence, and endea- 
vourinjg to fubvert the religion by law eftabli/h- 
cd, their fentence would have been perfe<Slly 
juft 5 but certainly they ought not to have 

* Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, ^ 

E 4 been 
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been put to death as captains or chaplains of a 
popiih army, which was to have conquered the 
three kingdom^. Theiical againift popery, how- 
ever, was carried fo far, that the houfe of com- 
mons alinoft unanimoufly pafTgd the bill of 

' exclufion againft the duke of York, by which 
he was declared for ever incapable of fucceeding 
to the crown of England. This unhappy prince, 
a few years afterwards, did but too well confirm 
this fentence of the houfe of commons. 

England, all the northern kingdoms, one 
half of Germany, the feven United Provinces, 
and one fourth of the Swifs cantons, had hither- 
to contented themfeJves with confidering the, 
Roman Catholic religion as idolatrous. But 
this obloquy had not pafTed into a law in^fiy 
of ihefe uatcs. Now, however, the Engliifa 
parliament tacked the oath of abjuratkui to th^t 
of the teft, and obliged the people to fwear 
to their abhorrence of poptry as an idolatroua 
religion. 

What changes have happened in the huoian 
mind ! The firft Chriftians accufed the Roman 
fenate with -paying diviae honours to flatues, ^ 
which they certainly did not. The Chriftian 
religion continued three hundred years without 
images; twelve Chriftian emperors treated thofe 
as idolaters who prayed before the ptdures or 
figures of faints. This mode of worihip is af- 
terwards received both by the eaftern and 
wcftern churches, and after that held in ab- 
horrence by one half of Europe. At length, 
Chriftian Rome, that places its chief glory in 

vthe deftruSion of idolatry, is ranked with the 
heathens^ by the laws of a powerful and 

difcerning 
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cF^rcerning people, who are defervedly held in 
high eftecm by all other oations. 

The enihufiarm of the common people did 
not ftop at thefe demonftrations of horror and' 
averfion to~ popery 5 accufations and punifh- 
ments were ftill continued. 

But the moft deplorable circumftance was 
the execution of lord Stafford, a venerable no- 
bleman, of tried fidelity to his king and coun- 
try, who had retired from public bufinefs, and 
was clofing the career of an honourable life, by 
the exercife of every domeftic virtue. This 
good man pafTed for a papift, though he was 
not fuch. He was accufcd by one of the ftate 
informers, of having hired him tp murder the 
king ; and though it was proved that he had- 
never fpoken to the perfon who was' his accu- 
fer, yet the wretch was believed. The inno- 
cence of Jord Stafford availed him nought in the 
day of trial ; he was condemned to lofe his» 
head : and by the fame fliameful and wicked 
weaknefs, which had coft his father his crown 
and^ his life, Charles did not dare to par- 
don him. This example proves that the ty- 
ranny of public bodies is always more heavy 
^than that of a king» There are a thoufand 
Y/ayii to pacify the refentment of a fovereign;' 
there are none to bend the inflexible cruelty 
of the public, when carried away by preju- 
dice. Each member is filled with the fury that 
animates the whole, in^parts it with redoubled': 
force to his cooipanions, and gives himfelf up> 
without fear to the moft pitilefs inhumanity,, 
confcious that an individual is not anfwerable for 
the actions of a community. . 

&i Whili- 
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While the pzpxtts and th€ church of Eng- 
land party were exhibiting thefe bloody fpeda- 
cles in London, the prelbyterians in Scotland 
prefented a fcfene'no lefs abfurd, and infinitely 
more abominable. They murdered the arch- 
bifliop of St. Andrews, primate of thar kingdom, 
where the epifcopal government ftill continued, 
becaufe this prelate had ftood up in defence of his 
prerogatives. After this noble aflion, the pref- 
bytenans aflembled the people, and in their 
fermons openly compared their (hocking deed 
with-thofe of Jael, Ehud, and Judith, recorded 
in holy wi:it, and to which indeed it bore a 
pretty near refemblance. From the church they 
led their infatuated auditors with the found of 
drums and bagpipes to Glafgow, of which they 
made themfelves matters. After this they took 
an oath that they would no longer acknowledge . 
the king as fupreme head of the church, nor 
his. brother as king after his death; and that 
they would ftiew obedience to no one but the 
Lof'i^^ to whom they would iacrifice all the 
bifhops who oppofed the workings of the 
faints. 

The king was now obliged to fend his natu- 
ral fon-, the duke of Monmouth, with a fmall 
army again ft thefe faints. The prefbytejiaas 
rcarched to meet him with eight thoufand men 
headed by minifters of the goTpel. This army 
filled jtfelf the army of the Lord. An old mi- 
nifter got up on a little hillock, and caufed.his 
hands to be fopported, as we read of Aaron, 
in order to infure viftory to thofe of his party; 
notwithftanding which, the army of the Lord 
was j:outed at the very firft onfet, and twelve 
• ' ^ * hundred 
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hifndred of the faints taken prifoners, all of 
whom the duke treated with the greateft hu- 
mani^ ; he hanged only two of the moil z£\We 
of their priefts, and fet at liberty every one 
who would take an oath not to make any more 
drfturbances in the country, in God's name. 
Nine hundred accepted their liberty on thefe 
conditions, the remaining three hundred de-^ 
clared that it was better to obey God than 
man, and that they had rather fufFer death 
themfelves, than not be allowed to kill ail 
church of England men and papifts. Upon 
this they were tranfported to America; and the 
fhip that was carrying them over being caft 
away, they all received the crown of martyr- 
dom at the bottom of the fea. 
• This fpifit of folly continued fome tirre 
longer in England, Scotland, and Ireland ; but 
at length the king found means to reftore the 
public tranquility, not fo much by his prudencd 
perhaps, as by the amiahlenefs of his dlfpofitfon, 
and that pleafing affability which won him the 
hearts of alFwho approached him» and infenfi- 
bly foftened the gloomy ferocity of difcontent- 
ed fadtons, and harmonized the miilda of 
jarring parties. 
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Of ITALY in the Sbcteenth CENTynY. 

Vol. VL ch. 153, pOPE Pius IV. fent a body 
pag« J 3» <5f forces into France, to 

affift Charles IX; againft the 
Hugonots. Thefe troops were at the battle of 
Moncontour. To fo low an ebb was the French 
government at that time fallen, that 2000 of 
the pope's foldiers were looked upon, as a very 
ufeful fuccour. 



Of SWEDEN and POLAND. 

Vol. VI. ch. 158, LJ ERE is another ftrange 
pag. 62, &c. *^ viciffitude and contraft 
in the affairs of the North. 
Sweden, which was fo defpoticaHy governed of 
late,^ became the moft (ret kingdom in the 
world, and that in which the kipg is vfiod de- 
pendent on his people: while, on the contrary, 
Denmark, where the king had formerly no 
more authority than a doge, and where the fpT 
vereign power was vefted in the nobles, and the 
common people were all flaves, has, fmce the 
year 166 1, been the moft abfolute monarchy^ 
Upon the earth. The clergy and the burghers 
chofe rather to fubmit to an abfolute fovereign 
than to an hundred nobles, every one of whom 
was for having the chief command ; and accor- 
dingly they obliged the nobles to become fub- 
jefts as well as themfelves, and to inveft their 
king Frederick in. with an unlimited authority** 

• For an account of this rc\'olution; r«c not^ to pag. 6i,V©LVI. 

And 
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.And lie was the only monarch in the univerfe 
who, by the formal confent of all the orders of 
the kingdom, was acknowledged as abiqlute 
mafter of the people and the laws, " which he 
** might eithw make, annul, or negle<ft, ac- 
♦' cording to his own will.'* This formidable 
power was committed into his hand in a juridical 
manner, and happily his fticceflbrs' have not 
abufed it. They have been fenfiblelhat their 
true greatnefs confifted in thehappinefs of their 
fubjeSs. Sweden and Denmark have cukivated) 
trade by mfethods diametrically oppofite to each 
others the former by making themfclvcs ftcc^ 
the latter by giving up their liberties.. 

Of Safatei Sevi> the faHe Meffiahs 

Vol.VL ch. 160^ f T is a ftanding tradition a^ 
pag. 101. '■' mong the Jews, that the Sht- 
loh or Meffiah, their avenger 
andkingy is notto appear till the coming of EHas ; 
and they are perfuaded that they have had one E- 
lias, who is to appear again at the renewing of 
the world. This EHas has, by fome leairned per- 
fons, been taken for the fun, on accotint of thie 
conformrty between this name -and EHo^^ which 
in Greek fignifies the fun ; as a\fo from the ftd- 
iry of EHas or Elijah being carried up to hea- 
ven in a fiery chariot, drawn by four horfesy 
which has a great refemWance of the poetical 
{i£^ion of the chariot of the fun and his four 
horfes. But without employing our time in 
fuch rcfearches, or examining whether the He- 
brew books were written after the time of Alex- 
ander, when the Jewiih fadlors refiding in A- 

lexaudrja 
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lexandria had learnt fomething of the Grecim 
mythology ; it is fufficient to remark, that the 
Jews have been in expedlatipn of the coming of 
Elias from time immemorial ; and to this very 
day,, when thefe deluded people perform the ce- 
remony of circumcifion on a new-born infant^ 
they always place a chair for Ellas, in cafe he 
£houId pleafe to honour thepi with his prefence. ' 
Ellas, aft:ording to them, is to introduce the 
great fabbath, the great Meffiab, and the ge- 
neral revolution of all things. This notion has 
been received among chri Aians. The Ellas is to 
come to declare the diiTolution of this world, 
and a new order of things. Almoft all the dif- 
ferent fedls of fanatics cxpc& an Elias. The 
prophets of the Cevennes, who came to Lon- 
don in the year 1707, to raife the dead,. pre- 
tended to have feen Elias, and to have fpoken 
to him 3, and that he wasto fhew himfelf to the 
people. In 1 724, the magiftrate of the police fent 
twoElias'sto prifon,who fought with each other 
who fhould be accounted the true one. It was 
therefore abfolutely neceffary for Sabatci Sevi to 
fet out with declaring himfelf to be the Meifiah, 
otherwife his pretended mii&on would have been 
treated as an impofiure. 

He met with one Nathan, a Jewifli rabbin, 
who thought there was fomething to be gained 
by playing a part in this farce. , Accordingly 
Sabatci declared to the Jews of Afia Minor and 
Syria, that this Nathan was Elias, and Nathan 
on his part infifted that Sabatei was.the Meffiah^ 
the Shiioh^ expe£te^ by the chofen people. 
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Siege erf Vienna by the Tunics. 

Vol. VI. ch. 161, TT has been the ciiftom of 
pag. lib. -■' all the princes, from Con- 

ftantinople to the further li- 
inits of Ada, always to keep a trcafure by thctw 
as a refource in times of war. or other neccffity.' 
They are unacquainted with the method of rai*^ 
fing money upon extraordinaryfupplies,.or by the 
creation or fale of offices, government fccurittes," 
or annuities. The circulation of fpecieand public 
credit are things unknown amongft them, and 
thefe potentates content themfelves with amaf-r 
fing all the gold, filver, or jewels, they poflibly 
can. This had been the cuftom in theeaft ever 
fmce the time of Cyrus : and Cara Muftapha, 
the Turkifli vizir, thought it was the fame with 
the emperors of Germany. 



Of C H I N A. 

Vol. VL ch. 164, 'T^HE emperor Yont-chin, 
at t(ie end. ^ fucceffortoCam bi,-wben 

he drove the European mif- 
fionaries out of his empire, fpoke to them in the 
following manner ; which they have had the 
honefty to relate in their Letters curious and eekn, 

" What would you fay if I was to fend a 
** nwmber of bonzes and lamas into your coun- 
•* try ? How would you receive them ? If you 
** have found means to impofe upon my father, 
*^ doinot think I will fuffcr you to deceive me 

" in 
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** in the fame manner. You would have my 
" Chinefe embrace your religion ; now I very 
•* well know that you will not permit of zny 
•* vtK)r{hip different from your own : what then; 
•• muft become of me and my people ? The- 
<^ fubjeds of your princes and the difciples* 
*< whom you make, acknowledge no other bu-' 
** thority than yours. In times of trouble and 
*' diftradion.they are wholly guiJed by youc 
•♦ voices. I am fenfible that at preienr we 
** have nothing to fear ; but when your veflels 
*^ iball find the way hither by thouiands, times 
•* of -trouble and diftradion may enfue." 

The very jefutrs who give us an account of 
this fpeech, acknowledge with every other wri* 
ter, that this emperor was one of the wifeft and 
mofl generous princes that ever filled a throne* 
His whole ftudy was to relieve the neceffities of 
the poor, by fetting them to work; to enforce the 
obfcrvance of the iaws^ by fetting the example * 
bimfelf ; to check the ambition and intrigues 
of the bonzes ; to maintain peace and plenty 
throughout his.empirej and to cultivate and en- 
courage all the ufeful arts, efpecialty agricul- 
ture. During his reign the public edifices, the 
high roads, and the canals, which form a com- 
munication between all the principal rivers of 
the empire, were fupported with a magnificence 
and oeconomy of which there has been no ex^ 
ample, but among the antient Romans. 



HE- 
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OF THE 

FOREGOING HISTORY. 



JJ A V I N G gone through the immcnfe fcene 
* ^ of revolutions that have happened in the 

\ world, fince the time of Charlemagne, and 
even fome ages before, till that of Lewis XIV. 
let us now enauire whae will be the foiits of 
bur labour, ana ^hat advantage we may hope 
to derive from hiftory ? We have taken a view 
of actions and manners, let us next confider 

^ what benefit we may reap from the knowledge 
of them. 

# # # 

A fenfible reader will eafily perceive, that 
lie is to credit fuch great events only as catry 
with them an air of probability ; and that be 
ough^ to look with pity and contempt o^ a]l 
thofe fabulous relations, with which fanaticifm 
. and the fpirit of fiSion and credulity have, in 
every age, loaded the hiftory of the world. 

Conftantine triumphs over the emperor Max- 
cntius i but moft certainly the labarum, with 
Its Greek infcription, never appeared to him in 
the clouds. 

Clovis, yet reeking with the blood of thofe 
whom he had caufed to be afTai^nated, turns 

chriftianj^ 
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chriftian, and commits new murders ; but no 
pigeon brought; him an ampulla for his baptifm, 
nor did an angel deicend from heaven to prefenc 
him with a flandard. 

A monk of Clairvaux might preach a cru- 
fade; but a man muft be more than an idiot to 
Write or believe that God worked miracles by 
the hand of this monk, in behalf of this cru- 
ftde, which at the fame time proved fo unfuc- 
cefsful. 

. Lewis VIII. of France might die of a con- 
sumption i but no one excej?t an ignorant fa- 
natic could fay, that he might have been cured 
by the embraces of a young maiden, had he 
i^ot chofen to die a martyr to his chaftity. 

Hiftory is in every nation disfigured by fiflion, 
till the time that philofophy appeared toenlighten 
mankind ; and when iherofe upon this worfe than 
.Egyptian darkhefs, fhe found the minds of men 
fo blinded by many ages of error, that fhc could 
with difficulty undeceive them ; (he found ce- 
remonies, fadsy and monuments, eftabliihed t« 
confecrate falfhoods. 

How for inftance could any philofopher havfc 
been able to perfuade the common people of 
Rome, aflembled in the temple of Jupiter Sta- 
tor, that this Jupiter never came down from 
'heaven to flop the flight of the Roman legions ? 
Or, how could he have attempted to deny, in 
"the temple of Caffor and Pollux, that thefe twin 
brothers had been feen fighting at the head of 
their armies ? Would they not inflantly have 
produced to him the flone on which the print of 
the fett of thofe gods were flill to be feen ? 
'Would not the priefts of Jupiter and of Pollux 

have 
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. havefaid to him, "Incredulous wretch, you can- 
not but confefs in beholding a roftral column, 
that we have gained a naval vi6lory, of which 
that column is a monument : acknowledge, 
therefore, that the gods came down to earth to 
fight in our behalf; and no longer bhlpheme 
thofe mrracles 'in prefcnce of the monuments 
that bear witnefs to them/' Such has, in all 
ages, been- the arguments of impoft'ure and cre- 
dulity, 

A crazy prlncefs builds a chapel to the ho- 

iiour of eleven thdufand virginsi * The pr'eft of 

this chapel firnnly believes rhat thefe eleven 

'thoufand virgrns never had exiftence ; and yet 

•hellirs up the populace, to ftohe thephilofophcr 

who difputes it. * ' 

Monuments are to be taken as proofs of faSs 
cnly when tfbofc fafts, jjrobable in tbcmfelves, 
*are tranfmitted to us^by cot'cmporliry writers of 
wjfdom and underftanding. 

The chronicles of the reign of PhilJp Au- 
guftus, and the abbey oflaVifloire, are proofs 
Qf the battle of Bovines. But when you fee the 
famous groupe of Laocoon at Rome, are you 
from that, to belieye the fable of the Trojan 
horfe ? Or in viewing the hideous ftatues of a St* 
Denis, on the road to Paris, will thofc monu- 
ments of ignorance and credulity convince you, 
that St. Denis walked above a league with his 
bead under bis arm after it was cut^fF? 

Mofl: of thofe monuments that have been e- 
it&ed any length of time after the a£lion fhey 
.comnlemorate, arc at beft but proofs of an er- 
ror confecrated by time : nay, we may fomc- 
times even doubt the truth of medxilff that have 
1 . been 
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been ftruck even at the time of an event ; for we 
have feen the Englifh, deceived by a falfe piece 
of news, ftrike a medal, with thefe words on the 
exergue, Carthagena taken, by admiral . Ffrnon ', 
and almoft the next pofl brought them an ac« 
count of that admiral's having raifed the fiege. 
If a nation fo fruitful in wife and learned men 
could thus run the liazard of impoftng upon 
pofterity, what arc we to think of nations and 
times buried in the dcepeft ignorance ? 

We may fafely credit thofe events atteiled by 
public regifters, by the confent of coteroporary 
authors living in a capital^ '^procuring lights 
from each other, and writing under the infpec- 
tion of the principal pcrfpns of a nation. But 
for all thoft petty, dubious, and romantic faults, 
related by obfcurc writers, in the corner of (<>me 
ignorant and uncivilized provin5^e> ^q^d ttipfe idle 
tales, filled vv^ith the moft abfurd and improb^ 
ble circumftances^ and with pretended mira<Jlea 
that are the difgiace of hiiftory inft^^d of being 
its ornament, let us rank them with the w^^'ktt 
of Voragines f, father CauiBn, Maimbourg» 
»nd others of their ft^mp. 

'# # # 

It k cafy to obfervc the great change of man- 
ners almoft throughout the world, from the firft 
irruptions of the barbarians to the prefent tiniie«> 
The arts, which foften the manners byjmprovw- 
ing them, began a little to revive in the I2tb 
(pentury ; but this dawn, being overcaft by a 

t The ^)Mr of the CoVlea JLegeod^ 
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cloud of the moft abfqrd and infamous fuper^ 
ftitions, threw every thing back into its priftine 
darknefs ; and thefe fuperftitions, having fpread 
among the ignorant and brutal people of Eu- 
rope, formed every where a mixture of barba- 
rifm and folly. 

The Arabians civilized and improved Afia, 
Africa, and a part of Spain, till they were fub- 
dued by the Turks, and. finally driven ^ut by 
the Spaniards. Then ignorance took pofleffion 
of thefe beautiful regions, and the manners of 
mankind became gloomy, fierce, and barba- 
rous throughout one half of our hemifphere. 

The popes were, for feveral centuries, elect- 
ed only by force of arms ; and the people, and 
even their fovereigns, were fo weak, that an 
anti-pop6 of their own making, was, from the 
inftant of his creation, revered bv them as the 
vicar of God, and infallible. Jit this infallible 
perfonage happened tobedepofed, he loft his ho- 
linefs with his dignity, and his fucceflbr inhe- 
rited the tribute of their adoration. And thefe 
earthly deities, who were in their tuxxis cither 
murderers or murdered, poifoliers or poifoned j 
who enriched their baftards with the fpoils of 
Hates, while they condemned fornication 5 who 
fulminated their anathemas againft tournaments, 
while they themfelves were carrying on wars 
with excommunicated and depoled kings, and 
made the deluded people purchafe the remiflion 
of their fins, were at once the fcandal, the ab- 
horrence, and the gods of the greateft part of 
Chriftendom. 

Yoti have feen how in the twelfth and thir- 

lieenth centuries, the monks and biibops raifed 

7 them- 
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thcmfclvcs to the fovereign power and dignity,, 
and were every where the heads of the feudal 
government. Here they eftabliflied the tnoft 
ridiculous cuftoms, as grofe as their own man- 
ners ; fuch as the cxckfive right of entering the 
church with a falcon on their hand ; the right 
of employing hufbandmen to beat their ponds, 
that a baron, Sk monk, or a.bilhop might not be 
difturbed by the croaking of the fiogs ; the right 
of pafling the firft night with, the ijew-married 
wives of their vaflals, and the right of levying 
fines upon all traders being aliens ; £ot at that 
time there were no traders in their own coun- 
try. '» 

You have alfo feenthefe fallies of ignorance 
and folly blended with the more bloody and fatal 
€nes of religious wars. . 

# # # 

Several princes, in endeavouring to releafe the 
vaffals from the tyranny of their lords, attempt- 
ed to bring the lords'underthe fame kind of fer- 
vitude J this was the occafion of fo many civil 
wars. 

Were we to credit levcral writers, who adapt 
every thing to their own ideas, we fhould be 
led to imagine, that republican ftates were>more 
virtuous and happy than the monarchical ; but 
without reckoning the bloody wars that were fo 
long carried on between the Genoefe and the 
Venetians, about the right of trading with the 
Mahometan nations, what troubles did not the 
republics of Venice, Genoa, Florence, andPifa 
experience? and how often did the three latter 
change mafters ? If Venice prcfcrved her liberty^ 

file 
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jbe is indebted for that happinefs wholly to her 
impaflable marflies called the Lagunes. 

It may be afked, how in the midft of fo many 
tumults, inteftine wars, confpiracies, crimes, 
and follies, there (hould have been fo many 
perfons who cultivated the ufeful and liberal arts 
in Italy, and afterwards in the other ftates of 
Chjiftendoiri ? The anfwer is, that we have ne- 
ver been under the Turkifli yoke. ♦ 

There muft certainly have^been fomething in 
the manners and genius of the people of this part 
of the Europe, which is not to be found either 
in Thrace, where the Turks have fixed the feat 
of their empirf, nor in Tartary from whence 
they originally came. There are three thing* 
that conftantly influence the minds of men, cli- 
mate, government, and religion. This is the 
only poflible method of explaining this asnigma 
in worldly affairs. 

* * * 

The author of The fpirit of Laws f fays, 
that there are no republican flates m Afia; where- 
as an hundred different hords of Tartars, and 
tribes 6f Arabian freebooters, form fo many 
different wandering republics. Befides, there 
were formerly in Afia, feveral very flourifliing 
republics, cv«n fuperior to thofe of Greece j 
witnefs Tyre and Sidon : but^we have feeatjone 
•fuch.fmce their decline. That great empires of 
that part of the world have alfo been fwallowcd 
up, as this fame author thinks, is manifeflfrom 
the prodigious plains found there at prefent. ' 
He pretends that a mountainous country is the 
' moft proper afylum of liberty ; but certainly 

t Montcfquieu, 

Afia 
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Afia is to the full as mountainous as Europe- 
Poland, which is a republic, is a champaign 
country. Venice and Holland cannot be faid 
to abound in mountains. SwifTerland, which is a 
free country, is indeed fituated in a part of the 
Alps ; but its neighbours that inhabit the other 
part, have ever been in a ftate of flavery. It 
is certainly a refinement in reafoning to enquire 
into the phyfical caufes of governments ; but 
then we (hould not feek for caufes that never 
had exiftence. 

# # # 
Altho* it has in former times been a cuftom 
with almoft all nations, to facrifi^e human vie* 
tims ; yet this cuftom is far from having been 
frequent. This efFcA of barbarous ignorance, 
abolifhed in the old world, ftill continued to 
fubfift in the new. But this deteftable ceremony 
18 not to be confidered in the light of a religi- 
ous precept, that influenced fbciety ; for though 
the Mexicans facrificed their prifoners before 
the altars of their gods, and the Romans ftran^^ 
gled theirs, after having dragged them in tri« 
umph, at their chariot wheels, to the Capitol, 
this was no more than one of the confequences 
of war, which prevailed equally with both na- 
tions, ahd which, when joined to a religious 
motive, became one of the moft dreadful 
fcourges of humanity. All I contend for, is, 
that there never was anp inftance of any religi- 
ous fociety or rite being inftituted with a view 
to encourage men to the commiiSon of vice. 
Religion has, indeed, been made a cloak for 
wickednefs in all parts of the world ; but it is 
every where inftituted to promote virtue and 
goodnefs :* and though fuperftition may have 

intro- 
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introdaced fanaticifm and wars, morality teaches 
univerfal peace and concord. 

mm* 

From this friftureof Europe, from the reign of 
Charlemagne to the prefent time^ you will ea- 
<ily judge, that this part of the world is, with- 
t)ut comparifon, better peopled, more civil ized, , 
more wealthy, and more enlightened than it was 
in his days ; and that it is even fuperior to what 
any other part of the Roman empire was, Italy 
excepted. 

It is a notion worthy only of the facetious au- 
thor of the P^rfian Tales, or of the new-fan- 
gled paradoxes which we meet with in other 
writers no lefs frivolous, though delivered with 
an air of more gravity, to pretend that Europe 
is lefs populous than in the time of the antient 
Romans. 

If we confider the number of fupcrb cities from 
Peterlburgh to Madrid, that have been built in 
places that were defarts fix centuries ago ; or 
the immenfe trafts of woods which covered the 
earth, from the .horders of the Danube to the 
Baltic fea, and even to the heart of France, it 
will clearly appear, that fuch an extent of land 
could not have been cleared, without a great 
number of hands. And let others fay what they 
will, agriculture and commerce have been infi- 
nitely more -encouraged fince the time of the 
Romans, than they were either.then or before. 

One reafon, which has in general contributed 

to keeping up the population of Europe is^ that 

in "the numberlefs wars, which its feveral pro- 

irinces have experienced, the conquered people 

F have 
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have never been carried away out of their own 
country by the vi6^ors. 

Charlemagne did indeed depopulate rhe banks , 
of the Wefer ; but this fmali fpot was foon re- 
cruited again with inhabitants. The Turks 
carried away feveral Hungarian and Dalmatian 
families, out of their own country, and accord- 
ingly we find thofe countries, at prefent, but 
thinly peopled. Poland is alfo badly inhabited, 
but that i« owing to the common f eople being 
iUll held in a ftate of flavery* 

In what a flourifliing condition then, would 
Europe have been at this time, had it not been 
for the continual wars, by which it has been 
rent on the flighteft pretexts, and very often 
through mere whim and caprice ? To what a de- 
gree of pcrfedion would agricTulture have at- 
tained, and how much 'more comfort and aflift- 
ance would thofe arts, which prepare the pro- 
duce of the earth for our ufe, have afforded us, 
'had not fuch an aftonifhing number of perfons, 
of both fexcs, been doomed to pafs their lives 
in ufelefs retirement, within the walls of a cloi- 
ilerl An improvement inhumanity, which has 
been introduc ed amidft the fcourge of war,and thus 
fofiened' its horrors, has at the fame time not 
a little contributed to fave the common people 
from that deflrucSlion with which they were al- 
moft continiially threatened. The great num- 
ber of military forces, which are continually 
maintained by all crowned heads, is doubtlefs a 
very great evil in fociety ; but, at the fame time, 
as I have before obfefved, this very evil is pro- 
dudtive of a good. The common people now 
leave the trade of war to their mafters, without 
uitcnneJdling therewith themfclves j the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants of a beficged town pafs frequently from 
the fervice of oAe power to that of another, 
without a fmgle life being loft on the occafion ; 
vtnd quietly become the property of him who 
has the ftrongeft army, the beft artillery, and the 
moft money. 

Germany, France, and England, were for a 
long time laid wafte by civrl wars ; but theffe 
difafters werefoon repaired, and the prefent.'flou- 
rifliing ftate of thefe countries {hews, that the 
induftry of mankind has even far exceeded 
their rage and fury. It is not the fame with 
Peifia, for that country has, for upwards of forty 
years, been a prey to the moft fiiocking devafta- 
i^ions ; but if happily fhe (hould be gathered to« 
gether, under the rule of a wife and good prince, 
«ie may recover herfelf In far kfs time than ha« 
been^aken in ruining her. 

When a nation has an acquaintance with the 
arts, and its inhabitants are not abfolutely en- 
flaved, or carried away by a foreign conqueror, 
that nation will eafily rife from her ruins, and 
i-^cover her former ftrength. 
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INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

AGE OF LEWIS XIV, 



Xn fpeaking of the four Ages or Centuries, 
of which the laft is thVt of Lewis XiV. 

Vol. VI. W/^ muft not fuppofe thaUhefe 
pag. 160. VV four enlightened ages were 
exempt from misfortunes or crimes. 
Though the arts tnay be cultivated in their 
greatcft perfeftion by the peaceable citizens, 
this does not hinder princes from being ambi- 
tious, the common people from being feditious, 
nor the priefts and monks from being fometimes 
incendiaries and impoftors. All ages refemblc 
each other in having given birth to bad men ; but 
I know only of thefe four that are diftinguiflied 
by the fhining geniufes they produced. - ^ 
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ROME. 

On the B I s R o F s ftiling themfelves fuch 
by the divine pcrmifEoxi, and that of th« 
holy fee. 

Vol.VI. ch.i66. CEVERAL of the French 
pag. 1 8 1. ^ biihops, in the year 1682, 

' laid afide this form, which 
was ahogether unknown to the firfl: ages of 
chriftianity; and very lately, namely in 1754* 
a bifhop had the noble rcfolution to omit it en- 
tirely in a mandate which was to he handed 
down to pofttrity ; and is the only one that ex- 
prcfly aflerts what Yio fupreme pontiff ev^ yet 
ventured to declare ^ namely, that all men, e- 
ven ififklds, arc our brethren. 

The pope has retained, in every Roman ca- 
tholic ftate, certain prerogatives, which he 
undoubtedly would not obtain, had not time 
put him in pofieffion of them. 
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CIVIL WARS. 
The End of the Second. 

-Vol. VI. ch. i68, i6g. T T is highly probable 
pag. 205 — 231. that cardinal Maza- 

rine had long b^en ap- 
pointed prime miniftcr in the mind of the queen, 
and even during the life of Lewis XIII. 



Third C I V I L W A R. 

T T was found neccffary toJevy taxes, in order 
^ to maintain the war with Spain and the em- 
peror. TTie finances in France had, ever finc^ 
the death of the great Henry IV. been. as badly 
managed as in Spain and Germany. . The ad- 
Diiniftration was a perfe£b chaos, and ignorance 
and rapine lorded it over the land : the- latter of 
Uiefe was npt, indeed, fo e^tejnfive, . nor had 
k fuch confiderable obje<2s as ^t prefent. The 
government was not the eighth part fo much in 
debt as it now is ; it had not armies of 200,000 
men to keep in pay ; it had not immenfe fubfi- 
iVies to anfwcr, nor a war by Tea to fupport. 
The revenues of the government amounted in 
the firtt years of the regency, to near feventy- 
five millions of livrcs of thofe days. This was 
Aifficient to have anfwered all calls, if there had 
been anyoeconomy in the miniftry ; but in 1646 
and the following year, they were in want of 
new fupplics. The fuperintendant of the 

finances 
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finances * at that time was Emcric f^ a peafant 
of Sienna, who had a foul more mean than his 
birth, and who, by his infolence and licenti- 
oufnefs, irritated the whole natk)n againft him. 
This man invented fchcmes for rai&ng monejf, 
equally ridiculous and burthenfome. He created 
places of comptrollers of fire- wood, fworn fel- 
lers of hay, wine-carriers of the king's council, 
and made a public fale of ktters of nobility. 
The annuities on the town-hpufe of Paris did 
not then amount to more than eleven millions ; 
the annuitants were obliged to give up feveral 
quarters; additional duties were lard on all im- 
ports, and feveral new places of mafters of re- 

-qucfts created; and befides aWthis, about 80,000. 
crowns were kept back out of thefalaries of 
the magiftrates. 

It may eafily be imagined that the minds of 
the people were greatly irritated againft two I- 
talians, who had come into France without any 

-fortune, had enriched themfelves at the expense 

•of the nation, and who by thnr conduct hvi 
rendered themfelves fo juflly obnoxious. The 
parliameiiit of Paris, the mailers of the requefls, 
all the other courts, and the annuitants, joined 

'together to oppofe them. Mazarine took away 
the poft of fuper-intendant from brs confident 
Emeric, and baniihed him to one of his eftates 
at a diftance fi-om Paris ; but this facrifice came 
too late, ev€ry one loudly complained that fuchi 
a man fhould have any eftates in France, and 
Mazarin himfelf was univerfally detefted, tho% 
at that very time, he bad put the finiftiing hand 

* The fame ascbancellor of the exchequer in £nglan4* 
t His real name wai Michael Pcrticelli. 
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to the p^acc of Munfter. For we muft obfervc^ 
that this famous treaty, an^i the barricades, bap« 
pened in the fame year 1648^ 

The civil wars in Paris began, like thofe ia 
London, about a trifling fum of money f* 



Of the Dvi^E of BEAUFORT. 



^TpH E'duchefsi of Nemours, in her Memoirs,, 
•^ tells us, that the prince of Conde prefcnt- 
ed a little crook-backed dwarf^ armed cap-a-pe4 
to the queen, faying, " Behold the gencralif- 
** fimo of the Parifian forces/' Thcfe words 
were defigned as a refledlion upon his brother 
the prince of Conti, who was deformed, and 
whom the Parifiajis had chofeja to head them.. 
Neverthelcfs, Conde himfelf was afterwards 
'general of the fame troops; and madainede Ne- 
mours ^dds, that ihe has often heard htm de- 
clare, that this whole wajc dcferved to be writtea 
only in doggrel VQrfe. 



f M. de Voltaire, in tbit phce, aUudet td the affiur of the 
iu^-money in England, which was the firft he^aia^ of the- 

^Qubles and unfortuoftte end of Chades. !»■ 

4^ 
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CoNDinoN of FRANCE undef the Admi- 
niftration of Carrfinal MaIARine. 

Oh the Death of CROMWELL. 

Vol. VI. ch. 170. T Do not know whether it 
pagf 245 ^ note. -*• ia truey that CromweH 
: played the eilthufiaft and pro- 
phet on his deaths-bed, by telling his phyficians 
that he was certain that God would work a 
miracle in. his favour.. His fecretary Thurlo* 
tells us, that his words were, " Nature can 
" do more than the phyficians.'*^ This was not 
talking like an enthufiaft, but like a man of un* 
derftanding. It might fo happen, that, from a 
Gonviftion of the poffibility of the phyficians 
being miftaken in their judgment, he had a mindv 
in cafe he (hould recover, to give the people a 
higher opinion of his fandrty, and thereby reh- 
der his perfon moce^refpeded, and even fac'red.. 



Magnificence of L E W I S XIV. 

On the Bull of Divorce granted by the 
' Pope to Che Queen of Portugal, on- the fup-^ 
pofed impotence of hbr huiband. 

Vol. Vllvch. 174. ^^ HAT which pope 

pag. If. X Clement VII. refufed 

to the powerful king of 

EngJftnd;, Henry VIII. Urban VIII. granted 

F 5 t€> 
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to the wife of a king of Portugal. The moft 
trifling intrigue will frequently bring about that, 
at one time, whidfa the n)oft powerful exertions 
cannot obtain at another. There were always 
two wieights and two mcafures for the privileges 
of all kings and their fubjeils : thefe two mca- 
fures have been kept in the Vatican ever fmce the 
popes came to have influence in Europe. It 
would be itnpoffible to conceive how fe many 
nations (bould, for fuch a length of time, have 
left their authority in the hands of the Roman 
. pontiff, were wc not well apprized of the great? 
force of cuftom: 



End of the Citapter, whjch concludes with 
the Death of C O N D E. 

Vol. VII. cb. 175, T T is a ipurrent ftory, but 
pag..6o. ^ fuch as merits our con- 

tempt, that Montecucullt . 
refigned the command of the- army aft^r the 
death of Turenne ; alledging, that he had no 
longer any rival worthy to contend with. This 
would have been a very foolifli aflertion, even 
if the great Conde had not beenffiving. ' But, 
fo far from exprefling himfelf in this ridiculous 
manner, which has been as ridiculoufly im- 
puted to him as an honour, h^ aflualiy fought 
againfl the French, and compelled them to re- 
pafs the Rhine, that very fame year. Befides, 
what general who had the command of an ar* 
my,, would fay to his mafter, " I will ferve 
* you. no longer becaufc ycrur enemies are tpo- 

." weak*, 
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** weak, and I have too great a fuperiority of 
•V merit." 



Of COLBERT and FOUQUET. 

Vol. VIII. ch. 197. T T was the league and 
pag. 90 — 97. -*- the war of Paris that 
firft fet a price upon pla- 
ces in the courts of judicature;., and as it- wa» 
one-of the gfeateft faults and misfortunes of a 
government, for a long time overwhelmed with 
debt, that France fhould be the onlf nation in 
the world wher« the office of a yudge is venal ; 
fo, on the other hand, it f& the confequence of 
the old leaven of fedition, and a kind of infult 
upon the crown, that the place of king's attor- 
ney fliould coft more than the firft dignities of 
the ftate. 



We fhould never be the dupes of tbofe pre- 
meditated anfwers or public 'fpeethes, whicb 
the heart frequently difavows. Colbert was^ 
outwardiv a man of moderation ; but it is inf- 
conteftible, that he laboured with the moft 
cruel affiduily to take Fouquei's life. The fame 
peribn may be a good minifier, and^ one of a. 
vindiftive fpirit. It is to be regretted that he- 
was not as generous as he was vigilant. 

fiutthe moft implacable of his (Fouquet's) 

perfecutors, was the iperfon appointed for his- 

judge, MichaelIcT«llier the chancellor ; wh^ 

f 6 behaved 



y Google 



loS ADDITIONS TO 

behaved to him with the greateft cruelty^ wbejis 
he went to examine biih in the BafiUIe, aad 
who did all in his power to get him capitally 
condemned. Therefore, when we read the fu- 
neral oration of this chancellor, fpoken by Bof- 
fuet, and compare it with bis CQodu^l, what 
can we think, except that a funeral oration i$, 
no other than a coqitnea harangue ? 



On St^EvREMONT, 



Id.pag.98.1T7HEN L«wi« XIV. fcnt 
YV him leave tw- return back to 
his own country, at the istner end of bis lifc^ 
the philofopbei^ fcorned; to accept this periniifioa 
as a favour and by hh example ihewed that 
every man's countryJa that in which he caa 
live the happieft : his was England. 



LEWIS XIV. Government. 



Vol. VIH. r\ O N Uftaris, a. lfateftnau„ 
chap. 201. ^^ who has written on the trade 
and revenue of Spain> call*^ Lewis. 
' XIV.. a prodigy- of a man,. 



LEWIS 
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LEWIS XIV. Finances. 

Vol. VIILchap. iT is a known anecdote, that 
ccii. to the end. -^ the king having propofed 
to place Pelletier at the head 
of the exchequer, after the death of Colbert^ 
Le Tellier told his majefty, " that he was net 
" a proper perfon for that office." " And why 
*' fo ?*' demanded thr king. ** Becaufe, Sir, 
anfwered le Tellier, " his difpofition is not 
•* harfli enough.'^ "But do you know," replied 
the king, " that I want not to have my people 
^* treated harflily/' This new nainifter was 
indeed a good and a juft man; but when in 
1688, France was again involved in a war,, 
and had to defend itfelf againft the effort of 
the league of Augibourg; that is to fay, againft 
the joint forces of almoft all Europe; he f9und 
bimfelf loaded with a burthen that would have 
proved too heavy, even for the (boulders of 
Colbert. In this exigence, the cafy and un.- 
bappy expedient oi borrowing ugoa annuities was 
the.nrft he hadrecourfc to; He afterwards at- 
tempted to lay a reftriiliou upon luxury, which, 
in a kingdom abounding iiv manufadtures,, is 
putting a check to induftry, and the circulation 
of money; and this is never to be done, but in 
a nation which pays foreigners for the articles 
of luxury. 

* * * 

At this time alfo we meet with one of thofe 

unpardonable faults, in an adminiftration,. 

which have been correfted but of late years ; I 

l&ean the debafmg ihe current coin, and by an 

une(^uaL 
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unequal valuation, making the crowns of lefi- 
intrinfic value than the quarts; by which means- 
all the latter were bought up, and carried into 
foreign countries, where they were melted 
down again, and caft into crowns, and after- 
wards returned back to France, to the great 
lofs of that kingdom, and the gain of others. 
A country muft be very ftrong in itfelif, to 
iland the force of fuch repeated (hocks, and 
yet prcferve its credit : but the miniftry were 
at that time ignorant. The finances were then 
Jike thp metaphyficks, a mere conje£lural 
fcience; and the contradlors werea fet of im- 
pudent impoftors, who cheated the miniftry. 
The government fuftained a Ibfs of eighty mil- 
lions, by this^ management 5 a lofs which re- 
quires above twenty years to repair. 

« # # 
They were contmually obliged to have re- 
eourfe to extraordrnaries, as tney are called. 
They created ridiculous po(h, which are always 
eagerly purcbafed, by thofe who are ' defirous 
to be exempted from the talHe, a tax which 
carries with it a mark of debafemcnt in France; 
and as men are by nature inclined to be vain, 
they are almoft always the dupes of any fcheme 
that excufe them from this ; moreover, the 
confiderable falaries annexed to thefe places, 
are another allurement to thofe to become pur- 
chafers in times of necelEty, who donot refleft 
that thefe places will be f\jppre(Ied as foon as 
matters arc upon a better footing. Thus, in 
1707, the miniftry invented the dignity of king's 
counfellors, brokers, and dealers in wine, 
which brought in 180,000 liyrcs. They like- 

wiiil' 
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wife created the imaginary offices of king's 
regifters, and fubdelegates to the iritendants of 
provinces 5 king's counfellors, comptrollers of 
fire- wood, counfellors of the police, barber- 
peruke-mdkers, comptroller- vifitants of frefti- 
butter, and tafters of falt-butter. Thefe ex- 
traviiganties make pfeople'fmile now-a-days, but 
drew tears from all eyes in thofe times. 

Of Calvinism. ' 

Vol. ix. chap, T N the war of 1701, rebellion 
ccvii- page 72. and fanatictfm broke out in 
Languedoc, and the neighbour- 
mi parts. 

This rebellion was cxcii^ed by the fpirit of pro- 
phecy. Predi<£lion8 have at all times been 'the 
means made ufe of to mrfl^ad fimple |)eople, and 
infiame the minds of bigots. ' If one only, out 
©f an hundred events foretold by a daring im- 
poftor, comes to pafs, thro' mere hazard, the 
reft that fail are buried in oblivion; and this 
is looked upon' as a certain t^ftimony of the 
favour of heav^ert,' and th6 proof of a prodigy. 
If a prcdiftion does not come to pafs literally, 
it is explained away ;. it has a new fenfe givcii 
to it, which fanatics adopt and fools believe. 

'Jurieu, a calvinift minifter, was a moft' violent 
prophet. Hejbtgan- by fettirtghimfelf above one 
Cottbrus, a certain Chriftina, a JuftusVelfius', 
and a Drabitius, whom he pretended to be per- 
fons infpircd by God. He then put himfelf 
almoft upon a level with the author of the rei 
velations, and St. Paul. His followers caufed 
a medal to be ^ruck in Holland^ with this in^ 

fcrigtioni 
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fcription on the exergue, JuHvi^ Prophets. He 
foretold the deliverance of the people for above 
eight years. He eftablifhed his rch<iols for pro*- 
phecy in the mountains of Dauphiny, and of 
the Vivarais, and Cevennes; countries perfedlly 
well adapted to fuch purpofes : where the io- 
habitants are ignorant by nature, and have 
their imaginations heated by the warmth of the 
climate, and the enthufiaftic difbourfes of their 
preachers. 

The (irft of thefi^ fcbools w&s fet up in a 
glafs-houfe, on a mountain in Dauphiny^ called 

* # ♦ - . — • 
Id. pag. 74.] Broufion; had bid a plan for 
introducing the Englifh and Savoyard foroes ia- 
toLanguedoc. This ' pkny writjferi wiiJb his 
own hand) and addrefled to the duke of S^rhooi* 
berg, had been intercepted for a cbniiderable 
time, and was in th^ cufl;ody of the iateadant 
of the province. BrouiTon, as he <vas wander*^' 
ing from town to town, was feixed at length 
at Oleron, and carii^ tof .the-.citadei of Mont'^ 
pellier, where he waS:kfept.cIofe:CoiMfi&ed« He 
was examined^ while in prifpn, , hy /the inteoddiot 
and judge of the province^ to Whom he declared 
f))at he was ^n apoflle of Jefus Chrift, aQ<j had 
received the gift of the Holy Ghoftj that 
therefore he dared not to betray the faith com- 
jaaitted to his charge^ but wjis ill duty bound 
to dift;ibiue the bread of t^he wyocd to all- his 
brethren. They afked, i/theapofUes hadlwtote 
plans to ftir up a province to rebellion i and^ 
thereupon produced to bim a paper .vtrJiten 
with his own hand. Af^er this, he was unani^ 
mouay cQndemned (9 be. br«k« upoa ibe.wh^ieU 

He 
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He died after the manner of the firft martyrs. 
All thofe of nisown (e&, and even all foreigners^ 
lar from confidering him as a criminal ot ftate^ 
iaw in him only a faint, who had fealed the 
faith with his hlood ; and books were publifhed 
with the title pf the martyrdom of Mr. de. 
BrouITon. 



Of Jansenism, at theend of the Chapter. 

Vol. IX. chap. 'D Eligion may yet fharpea 
ccviii* pag. 119. '*'^ the poniards of fanaticifm. 
There is always in a nation 
a certain fet of people,, who hold no commerce' 
with perfdns of honour and reputation, wbo 
are not of this age, nor are to be aiFe6ted \>y 
the proereis of reafon in the human mind, and 
in whole, fouls fanaticifm flill exercifes its bale- 
ful influence, like certain diftempers, whicb 
are found only among the loweft of the people% 



Of Quietism. 

Vol. IX; chap. T A Combe, niadame Guion's 
ccix. pag. 120. '■^ director, carried her with 
him ta his little birth-place of 
Anneciy in Savoy. Even this was a very in- 
decent ftep in a clergyman, to carry a young 
and handlbme woman awav out of her own 
country ; but it has almou always been the 
cuftom of thofe^ who are defirous to efta- 
blifh a fed> to carry women with them. 



Oft 
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On the Canonization of Mary D'Agreda^ 

Id. pag. T T is difficult to fay, which fide afted 
126. with thegreateft abfurdityand folly; 
but it was certainly highly- ridiculous 
to give that kind of weight to fuch extrava- 
gancies, which they continue to prefervc in 
iome meafure to this day. 



On the charge of Heresy againft FENELOrr. 

Id. pag. 'T^ HIS cnthufiaftic behaviour of 
' 127. JL'* Bofluet, was, by the numerous 
friends of Fenclon, thought to be far from fin- 
cerc. The courtiers pretended that it was a 
mere court-trick. It was, in the main, hardly 
to be fuppofed, that a man of the bifhop of 
Meaux's party, fhould really confider a.s a 
fatal herefy the pious chimera of loving God 
for his own fake only. It appears more pro- 
bable, that, adiiuated by an averfion to this 
myftic devotion-, and- ftili more by his private 
hatred of Fenelon, and confounding the one 
with the other, he v^as jnduced to prefer 
this charge againft his old friend and fellow- 
collegian ; imagining, perhaps, that the charac- 
ter of an imformer, which ftamps infamy up- 
on a man of the world, did honour to an ec- 
clefiaftic ; and that a zeal for religion war* 
rants the moft ungenerous^ proceedings^. 



End 
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End of the Chapter of Quietism. 

Id. pag. T*^ H E S E difputes> which fo 

132. JL long engrofled the attention of 

France, like many others begot by 

idlenefs and ignorance, are now wholly buried 

'in oblivion; and wc at prefent wonder how 

they could ever have produced fo great 

animofities. The fpirit of true philofophy, 

which is every day gaining ground, feeois to 

infure the public tranquility ; and even thoC? 

enthufiafts, who fiiil oppofe . philofophers, are 

indebted to them for the peace whic;h they 

at prefent enjoy, and which they labour t» 

deprive themlelves of. 



End of the Chapter relating to the Chines* 
Cereitionies. 

Vol. IX. chap. ^npHE emperor Canihi died 
ccix. pag. 142. A in 1724. This prince 
was a great lover of. all the European arcs. 
Some jefuits bad been fent to his court, wbO) 
by their confummate knowledge and the emi- 
nent fervices they did him, gained his afFe£lion» 
and obtained from him, as we have already ob- 
ferved, permiffioh to cxercife and teach the 
chriftian religion publicly, throughout his do- 
minions. 

His fourth fon Yonfching, whom he had 
nominated to the empire, to the exclufion of 
the elder brothers, fucceeded him peaceably, 
without his brothers murmuring, or (hewing 

the 
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the leaft figns of difcontenf. Filial piely and 
obedience, which is the fundamental law of 

that empire, makes it a crime and difgrace, in 
perfons of whatfoever condition, to complain 
of the laft will-, or determination, of a* 
parent. 

The new emperor even exceeded his father 
in a regard for the laws and welfare of his peo- 
ple. No prince ever gave greater encourage- 
fiient to agriculture. .He carried his attention 
to this firft of all the neceflary arts, lb far as tOt 
beftow the rank of a itiandarin of the eighth or- 
dfer, on fuch hufbandman in each of the pro- 
▼inces ofthe empire, who,* in the (Jpinh6ns oP 
the magiftrates of his canton, mould be 
deemed the moft diligent, induftrious, anrf 

' honeft man in his vocation 5 but this rank 
did 4iot take /uch hufbandman from the exercife 
of his profeflion, tho' it called him to. a fe^ in 
the courts of judicature 5 he was ftill to Remain 
what he was before his elevation to this new 
dignity, only he bore the title of mandarin^ 
which gave him a right to fit in the prefence 
of the viceroy of the province, and to eat alt 
his table. His name was regiftered in letters 
of gold, in one of the public halls. It is faid 
that this regulation, fo very different from our 
cuftoms, and which is in fadi a kind of faiyr 
upon them, ftill fubfifts. 

This prince likewife ordered, that no perfon 
(hould be put to death in all his extenfive em- 
pire, till the proceedings againft him had been 
laid before the emperUr, not once only, but 
three times fuccefEvely, The two principal 
motives for this edift, are as refpo^able as 
the cdiift itfclf, as they fliew the great value 
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that ought to be fet upon the life of every man, 
and the tendernefs yrhich a king owes his peo-« 
pie. 

He caufed immenfe magazines of rice to be 
formed in each province, with an ceconomy 
that -did not burthen the people, and which 
ciFe(Stually provided againft the accident of a 
dearth in any future time. All ihe provinces 
vied with each other in giving teftimonies of 
joy and gratitude, by public fliows and trium- 
phiil arches, which were every where erefted 
to the name of this father of his country. How- 
ever, Yontching, publifhed an edift, ordering 
a flop to be put to thefe exhibitions, which were 
hurtful to the ceconomy he had recommended j 
and pofitively forbid the erefling any more 
monuments to his honour, exprefling himfelf 
thus, in the refcript he fent to the Mandarins. 
<* I did not beftow favours, faid h6, from the 
** vain nfiotive of applaufe; I would havQ my 
*' people happy and better; and that they 
~^' fliould difcharge the feveral duties of their 
'* flation; thefe are the only monuments I 
'* defire,^ or will accept." 

Such was the charafter of this emperor; 
and unhappily this was the prince who pro- 
fcribed the chriftian religion. The jcfuits had 
at that time feveral churches, in which they 
openly performed their worfhip; and even 
fome princes of the imperial blood had actually 
jreceived baptifm at their hj(nds. Some fatal 
innovation was apprehended in the ftate: it 
was no fecret, that, at that very time, chriftia- 
luty had excited furious diforders in Japan, 
aifid this made an impreflion on all minds, that 
4he faa^ity of the religion itfelf, for want 
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of being properly known, could not counter* 
talance. It was alfo well known, that at that 
very time, the difputes between the chriftian 
miflionaries of the different orders then at Ton- 
quin, had occafioned the total extirpation of 
their religion in that province; and as thefe 
very difputes were carried to a ftill greater height 
in China, almoft all th^ tribunals were exaf- 
perated againft a fet of pe^ople, who appeared 
divided amongft themfelves, in relation to the 
mofteffential points of the religion they came 
to preach to others^ In fhorr, information was 
received, that at Canton there were Englifh, 
Dutch, Swedifli, and Danifh fettlers, who, tho' 
all calling themfelves chriftians, were yet of 
a different religion from the chriftians of Macao. 

Thefe various confiderations determined the 
fupreme tribunal of rites, to forbid the further 
exercife of the chriftian religion. This ediS 
was publifhed the lOth of January, 1724, but 
without any refleftion upon, or, puniftiment 
decreed againft the mifEonaries, or even the 
Icaft offenfive reproach ; nay, the words of the 
edi<9: invited the emperor to retain fuch of 
them about his perfdn at Pekin, as he fhould 
judge neceflary for the furtherance of mariie- 
matical knowledge. The emperor confirmed 
this ediiSt, and iflued an order at the fame time, 
that the mifHonaries ftiould be fent back t® 
Macao, under the care of a mandarin, who 
was to prote£l them from all Inftilfs by the 
way ; thefe are the exprefs words of the em* 
per®r's ordinance. 

He kept feme few of them about him, and 
among the reft the jefuit Parennin, whofe 
charaSer I have already given, an<l who 
was equally famous for' his great erudition, 

and 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 119 

and the wife and prudent n>anner in which he 
condu<S^ed himfelf. This man (poke the Chinefe 
and Tartarian languages pcrkStly well, and 
was indeed a very neceflary perfon, not only 
as an interpreter, but as a mathematician alfo. 
He is the bell known to us of any of the mif- 
fionaries of that time, by the wife and inftruc'- 
tive anfwers he has given to the learned objec- 
tions darted by one of our beft philofophers, 
in relation to the faiences of the Chinefe. This 
pried was in high favour with the emperdr 
Camhi, and held in no lefs degree of efteem 
by hit fon and fucceflbr Yontching. If any 
one could have warded ofF this blow upon 
chriftianity, it would have been him. He, 
with two other jefuits, his brethren in the mif- 
fion, obtained an audience of the emperor's 
brother, who was appointed to examine the 
cdi<a, and make a report to the emperor. Pa- 
rennin, with great candour, relates the anfwer 
this prince gave to them> who was their patron 
and protedior: ** Your affairs, fays he, give 
*' me a great deal of trouble and uneafinefs : 
** I have read the accufations brought againft 
*> you : your continual quarrels with the other 
*' Europeans, in telatton to the rites and cere- 
" monies of the Chinefe worfhtp, have done 
'* you irreparable prejudice. What would you 
*' fay ; or how would you a6t, if we were 
** to come over to Europe, and behave as you 
** have done 'here? Anfwer me ingenuoufly 5 
*^ would you fuffer it?" They had no anfwer 
to make to this. Neverthelefs, they prevailed 
on the prince to fpeak to the emperor in their 
favour j and being afterwards ada(^itted to fpeak 
40 the enpiperor io perfon, he declared that be 

was 
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was refolved to fend away every one wh# 
called himfelf a miilionary. 

We have already related thcfe words of the 
emperor, " You have deceived my father, 
*« think not to deceive me likewife." 

Notwithftanding the prudent orders iiTued by 
the^emperor, fome jefuits were indifcreet enough 
to return again clandeftinely into (bme of the 
provinces, in the reign of the fucceflbr of this 
Yontchin, who condemned them to die as open 
violators of the laws of the empire, as we in 
France put to death fuch Huguenot preachers, 
who, in difobedience to the order of the king, 
come to gather congregations, or afTemble the 
people of a province or country. This itch of 
making profelytcs is a malady endemial to 
our climates, as I have already remarked, and 
has been always unknown to thofe of Upper 
Afia. Thefc people never fent miffionaries into 
Europe J we are the only people in the world 
who are defirous of carrying our religion, like 
our trade, to all parts of the globe. 

The jefuits were even the caufe of the deaths 
of feveral of the Chinefe, in particular of two 
princes of the blood, who were fufpe^ied of 
favouring them too much. What a misfortune] 
to come from the extremity of the earth to 
fow difcord in an Imperial fanhily, and be the 
caufe of two princes falling by the hands of ex- 
ecutioners ! Thefc men, to render their miffion 
refpeftable in Europe, pretended 4hat God de- 
clared in. their favour, by caufing four crofles 
to appear in the fky over China, and have given 
us the figure of thcfe croffes, in a copper-platCj 
in their curious and idifying letters ; but if God 
had bc«n willing that the Chinefe ibould have 

become 
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become Chriftians, Would he have been con« 
tented with hanging thefe croiTes in the air t 
Would he not rather have fixed theoi in the 
hearts of the people i 

WRITERS in the Age of LEWIS XIV. 

After the Article BAYLE. 

VoL IX. ch. 214. COME perfons att( m ted 
page J09. ^ a continuatidn ot his 
didionary, but cxiuld not come up to the 
originals Thev falftly imagined that nothing, 
more was required than compilation ; but they 
found that the genius and diale£lic knowlege 
of Baylc was necefiary to whofoever ihould at« 
tpmpc to work after him. 



After the Article LA BRUIERE. 

Id. p. 198.] What he fays at the end of hit 
tK>ok againft the atheifts is greatly arfmired; 
hut when he pretends to meddle with divinity^ 
he is even below the divines- themfelves. 



After the Article DESMA^ETS, &c. 

Destouches (Nericautlw^rhzving written 
fcveral comedies, was fwp.^a long time charge 
itaffaires from the couistof. France to London , 
and having difchargojithis ofljce with reputatior, . 
he returned to his Termer avocation of writing 
plays. His pieces have not the fame energy 
and fprightJinefs as thofe. of Rcgnardj nor flo 

' *■ G they 
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they furnifh us with fuch lively, ^i<Sure8 of the ^ 
human heart : ihey have not that true natura 
humour, that excellent comic colouring vvhich • 
itlakes the diAingiiifliing merit of the inimita- 
ble Molicre; and yet he ha^ preferred the nejit 
place to himfelf, alter ihefe two authors. There 
are ibme pieces of his .which have piet wit-h • 
great fuccefs, though the humour in them ap- 
pears rather too-much forced. He has. been at 
leaft happy enough to avoid that whining kind 
of comedy, or rather low tragedy, which is in- ' 
deed neither tragedy nor comedy, but a mon- 
ilroiis produdtion, which took place .after the 
age of Lewis XIV. and was ow^ng partly to a » 
want of capacity in the writers, and partly to a 
difordered tafte in the public after thofe golden 
days of literature. The comedy of k Gkrieux^ » 
or the Boajler^ is one of.-hiii beft performances, * 
and bids fair to keep poflefiion of the ftage, 
though fome will have it, that the character 
of the<5/?r/V«;ris.not well -filled : however, *ihe 
other charadieis are undoubtedly admirably 
.Shifted. — , 



FQNTENELLE. 

■\i. pag. 223. ILJ E (uffered a kind of literacy 
^^ perfecution for having main^ 
tained, that in many refpedts the mod.'rna 
were equal to the amients. Racine arid Boi- 
leau, thmigh, in fome meafure, intcrefted 
that Fontenelle (hould be in the right, a^- 
fedcd to defpife him; and for a confiderable 
time kept the doors of the academy fliu 
ag^lnft him. They wrote feveral epigram 

upon 
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Hipon him, and he upon them, and they wcrt 
-for a confiderable timjc at opfrn enmity. 

# m m 

Id. pag. 224.] His hiffbry of Oracled, whicll 
IS a very moderate and decent abridgment of 
the great hiftorybf Vandalis, drew upon hinl 
more violent Enemies than "either Racine 01* 
Boileau. T\yo compilers of the lives 6f the 
'U\ Its, Pabebroke and BoUhdus, Flemifli jefuits, . 
and a third named Baltus, who were compilers 
in the literal fenfe of the vfrord, wrote after 
th 1r manner againft the reafonable opinions 
of Vandalis and Fontenclle. The Pkrifian phi- 
loYopher was not at the pains to anfwer them j 
'but the learned liafnag'e, a Dutch philofopher, 
took upon him to refute their abturditres, and • 
the compilers were no longer read. Several 
yfcars afterwards, the jefuit LeTellier, eonfeffor 
to Lewis XIV, and the unhappy author of ali 
thbfe difputes whidh have produced fo.much 
evil and contempt in France, reprefehtfcd Fon- 
tenelle to his royal peniteftt as an athe'ift. Mark 
Rene de Paulihi, marquis * of Argenfon-, at that 
time lieutenant of the police, and aftcr\Vard3 * 
"keeper of the Teals, warded 6fF the perfecution, ' 
which was on the point of falling heavy on 
fontenelle, as that philofopher acknowleges 
tviih gratitudie, in his panegyric on Mr; d*Ar- 
genfon, prqnQunced hy him.ia the academy of 
ioiience^ 
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Article of GEDOUIN. 

Id«pag-228. fJ £ entered into the fociety of 
•■^ the jefuits when fifteen years 
rid, and left it when he came to a riper age. 
He was fo paflionate an admirer of the good 
authors of antiquity, that he was willing to 
forgive them their religion in favour of the 
beauties of their writings, and their mythology. 
He difcovered in their fables an admirable fy- 
ftem of natural philofophy, and the moft ftrik- 
ing emblems of all the operations of the deity. 
He was of opinion that the underftandings of 
mankind in general have been greatly con- 
£ned fince their time, and that the more ex* 
sked fpirit of poetry and eloquence difappeared 
ivith the Greek mythology. According to him 
the famous Paradife Loft of Milton h a bar<^ 
b;^rous enthufiadic,, gjoomy, and unpleafing 
poem, in which the devil is perpetually oppo- 
fing and inveighing againft the Saviour of man- 
kind. He wrote four very curious diflertations 
on this fub]e£t, which the learned are in hopef 
to fee ere long in print. 

Article of Count SAMILTOlf. 

X4- pas-.232. X-JlS memoirs of the count de 
*^ Grammont are models of 
Uprightly converfation^ rather than that of a 
book. The chief charaSer of the hero of his 
piece, feems to be that of one who cheats his 
flijind^ at play, is bjimifelf Seated by his own 

fervapt^ 
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iervant, and breaks a fisw jefts upon other peO* 
pie's conduct and affaire. 

Article of H E L VE T I U S. 

Id. pag. 233. 'Tp HIS nrati was father of a 
■^ true philofophef) who ga?c 
• up the pl^ee of farmer general of the king's re- 
venues, to follow ihe ftudy of the belles 4ettres, 
and who fhared the fate of mod philofophers^ 
that of being perfecuted for their wiitings and 
Cheir virtues. 



At the Ead of the. Article of LA MOTTE 
HOUDART. 

Id. pag. 267. T T is poffible, after all, that 
'^ Saurin might have been the 
author of the ftanxas imputed to RouJJiau ; and 
though this latter was proved to have written 
the five firft, which were equally fevcre, yet 
Saurtn might have added the two laft in ^ordei: 
to ruin him, though there was no rivalfhip be- 
tween thefe two writers.; and though Saurtn 
.had been for a long time bufied in algebraic 
'Calculations, and was himfetf moft cruelly 
bandied in thefe two ftanzas ; and though ail 
the injured parties unanimoufly charged Kouf- 
feau with them, and that Saurin was acquitted 
by a folemn decree : all thk, I fay, is within 
the bounds of poffibility ; but moft certainly it 
exceeds all probability. RoufTeau indeed accufed 
, bim withf it to the end of his life, and even 
continued the charge in his laft will ; but pro> 
G 3, fcflbr 
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kffoT Ro]Hn»' to whom Roufleau fhewed bis. 
will at the time that became pciviitel.y toParii;,. 
pbiiged him to fcratch out this accufation ; and 
Rouflfeau contented himfelf with protefting his., 
own inftdcenoey even oq his death, bed, but 
never dared to accufe La Motte, either during 
the courfe of the law fuit, during the remainder _ 
•f hi$ o^n life, or in hjs laH moments ^ but 
confine4 hiipfelf tq writing verfes againft h'w, 
(§cc the article Jo/<^h SaurM* 



After the Article NICOLE. . 

Id, p. 270, 'VTlvELtEDE HaChAUSSE'e. Hc 

"^^ has written fome comedies iai.a 
new and afFe^tng manner, which have had fuc- 
cefs. It is certain however that he wanted the true 
comic genius fo eflential to this kind of pM* 
du£lion. There are many perfons of tafte who 
cannot fufier comedies in which there arc • 
not flrokes of pleafantrv and humour ; but 
there is neverthelefs no (mall degree of merit 
in knowing how to touch the heart, to treat 
norality in a pleafing manner, and to write 
verfc with elegance, and purity.;, and herein our 
author particularly excels. He was bom dur- 
ing the reign of Lewis XIY, aad died io the 
year 1750. 
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At the End^of the- Article ROUSSEAU; 

ld..pag.283. 'TT^ilERE is neither richncfs, , 
^ beauty, fentiment, nor in- 
vention in Roufleau's writings j he was very 
happy at turning an injurious epigram, or a 
loofe ftanza. His epiftles are written with a 
pen of ftcei dipped in the moft ofFenfive galf. 
He ftiles the daughters of Mr. Louvancoufty who 
were three truly amiable fillers, a leajh of hungry 
/hS'Wolves ; and Rouille, a counfellor of ftate, 
afnarllng venomous boorijh mountebank^ after hav- 
ing lanattred' a heap of fulfome praifcs on- him 
in a very indifferent ode. The expreflions of 
Booly^ Puppy ^ and Scoundrel^ in thcfc cpiftlc», 
v^^ are fuch as would difgraccj any writings. It is 
doub(leis the mark of a . noble mind . to oppoie 
our enemies, with becorhing courage ; but fuch 
; jow abufc.,\ without even the merit of plea- 
. iaritryV rather bdp.eits a. bafc and ignob!^ - 
'foiil. 

' ' For. the ft9nzas wh'ch occafioned him to be 
' banifhed, fee' the articles Iva. Motte and Sauria 
izj the'^th.Voh of this work. 

I fbaU here cement myfelf with^obferving; 
that* Rbufleau, by acknowledging himfelf the 
author, of four of thefe unlucky ftanzas, in- 
curred the guilt of having written all the others, 
both in the opinion of his judges, and that of 
every man of honour and underftanding. Hii 
behaviour after his fenicnce was far from being 
a proof in his favour, and I have in my hands 
, Jiittj^rs from the Sieur Medine, of Bruifels, 
dated Ma.y 7, 1737, "therein that gentleman ' 
G 4. tbtts^ 
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thus exprefTes himfelf, ** RouHTeau had no othar 
•* table than mine, no other afylum but my 
•* houfc ; he took me in his airms an hun-^ 
** dred times, with all poffible expreflions of 
•* gratitude, the very day that he pcrfuaded my 
** creditors to arreft me." 

Add to this a pi1|rimage which Rouflearuf 

made to our lady of Hall, and then fct any one 

'judge whether he is a perfon to be credited on 

his own bare word in relation to the Aanzas. 

in queftion. 



At the End of the Article D£ L A H U E» 

Ibid. IJ E has left federal tragedies and co- 
-^^ medies of his writing, Thfc tragedy 
of Sylla was offered to the players and refufed 
l^y thfsm. He is thought to have wrote a gfeat 
part of the Andrianne* He was very intin^ately 
conneded with the famous player Baron, of 
whom he learnt to declaim. There were t^ 
(ermons of his, the one called tie DyiHg Sinner^ 
and the other tbe Dead Sinner^ which were fa 
much admired that they were wont to be ad* 
Viprtifed every time he was to preach thenu 
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After the Article J AMES SAURIN. 

.Id.pag.293. CAURIN ijoftph) was born iit 
^ the neighbourhood of Orange 

' in the year 1659. He was a member of the 
academy of Vciences, and a perfon of an 
univerfal .genius : we have nothing of hi^ 
except fome extra£ls from the Jemrnaldes Sfo^ 

- vansj fome mathematical memoirs, and the not- 
?' ed FaAum againft Rottileau. This piece, fo- 

unhappily famous^ made him enemies for the 
^ reft of his life, andfubjeded him to the moft 
■' infamous accufations, RoufTeau, during his 

• retreat in Swiflerland, having come, to the 
knowTege that bis adverfary had been a paftor 

• of the reformed church at Bercher in the Baifi- 
. wick of lyerdun, ufed every poflBble means to- 

procure witnefles againft him. You muft know 
that Jofeph Saurin, having taken a diftafte ta 

- the minifterial fundion, and being addided to* 
philofophy and the mathematics^ he preferred 
his native country France, the city of Paris, and 
the academy of fcicnccs^ to living in the- village 

- of Bercher. In order to compafs his defign, he 

- returned again into the bofom of the Romffli 
' church<) and made his recantation in the year 

- 160OV Bofluet, bifhop of Meaux, thought he 
had converted a paftor, whereas he was only art 
inftniment of the private views of a philoib-* 

- pher. Saurin made a journey to Swiflerland 
' fevera! years afterwards, in orJbr to gather ia 

fome monies due to his wife, whom he had pcr- 

• fuaded to embrace the Catholic religion at the 
. foxe tunc with himfelf^ The magiftrates of 

C 5 the 
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the place ordered him to be feized as an a^ 
poAate prieft who had made his wife an apofiate - 
as well Z8 himfelf.. Thu happened in tUs year 
1 7 1 2, after Roufleau's fatal aflair, and Rouf- ' 
feau himfelf was at Soleure juft at that time. 
It was then that the moft diigraceful accufations • 
appeared againftSaurin. He was^ charged with 
crimes that doTerved the halter; there was -a 
letter produced againft* him laid to be written 
by himfelf many years before, in which he had 
ynade a full confeffion of all his crimes to a mi - 
rifter of his acquaintance.. In fine, to crown ^ 
bis fliame and to brand him witb perpetual ig- 
nominy, his adverfaries had the mean cruelty 
to print thele accufations, together with this - 
»ery letter, in fevcral journals in the fupple- 

' ment to Bayle's didionary, and that of Moreri. 
This, was a new method induftrioufly invented: 

* to difgrace a man in- the opinion of-^ all ^Europe.. 
It is ftrangely debafmg literature to make a. 
diftionary the regifter of crimes,, and to fully, 
^ith the moft abufive *refle6lions, works that 
sre defigned.to be the repofitories of fciencc. . 
It was certainly contrary to the original inten- 
tion of thcfirft authors of thcfe archives of 

: learning, that they fbould become the propaga* 
tors of icandal and falfities» Thcart of writ-- 
}»g is in feveral countries made an infamous- 
traffic, by which bookfellers who can firarcely 

. read^ pay fo much per fhect for faliities to a fet? 
of hireling fcriblers, who have made literature 
the vikft of all profefHons. I have had an op- 
portunity, by being on the fpot, to examine 
nicely into the validity of the accufations pub- 
liflied againft Jofeph oaurin, I have fpoken in 
peribn tp the lord of tHe manor of.J^erchtr, 
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where Saurin was minifter. I have inteirogafed 
every individual of the family of this gentleman, . 
who, as well as the lord himielf, declared to me 
with one accord, that they 'had never feert the 
letter charged upon Saurin, and all joined ia< 
cxpreiSng the higheft indignation at the fcan- 
dalous abufe inferted in the fupplement abovc- 
liientionedi and tbia may be fuffioieOt to engafge 
every man of candour and probity to treat the 
ftory as it def^rves. 

Jofeph Sauriri died in 1737* like an intrepid 
philofopher, who was perfei^ily fenfible of the 
BOihittgnefs of'-all worfcly matters, and Vas . 
filled with a juft contempt for all the idle pre- 
judices, difputes, aod errors, which add a frefli 
weight to the -already numbirlefs -mireries of 
human life. 

He has left bfhind him a fon of real merfb, 
who is author of a tragedy ciihd Spartacusj ia ^ 
which there are ftrokfs equal to the moft ncr- - 
« vous and admired Jn-Gorheillc. 



At the End of the Chapter of celebratedArtKb. . 

Vol. IX. ch. 215. 'T^HE work t)f the Erxy- 
pag. 317.- ** clopedia was begun by 

Meffieurs d'Alrmbert and Diderot,- in fpite of.» 
the oppofitipn and perfecutton that every gieat 
or ufefu*! undertaking always meets with from 
envy and ignorance. It is to be wifhed that* 
fame foreign hands 'had Yiot disfigured this im- 
portant work by puerile declamations, and in- 
ftpid common place ; notwithftandiilg which, it, 
muft be acknowledged to be of the grcatoft . 
utility to. DTiankind. • 

G&, G'ENERAX^^ 
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GENERAL VIEW 
OF 
E U R O 1» E, 

AFTER THE 

Death of LEWIS XIV. 

Beginning of the Chapter. 

Vol. VIII. ch.187. \1[7E have given a pretty 
page i, W extenfive idea 6f the 

age of Lewis XIV. the age 
of great men of the fine arts and of polltenefs ; 
It was marked indeed, like all others^ with cala- 
mities, public and private ; calamities which 
are infeparably annexed to human nature: but, 
at the fame time every bleffing that could com- 
fort mankind under the wretchcdneis of their 
weak add frail condition, feems to have been 
lavifhed on them in thii age. Let us now 
take a review of the times that followed this 
reign, which was to turbulent in its beginning, 
{o brilliant and illuflrious for the fpace of fifty 
years, which was afterwards dafhed with fuch 
a mixture of great misfortunes, and feme little 
fuccefs; aiKi which finally terminated in a deep 

{rioom, after having been ulbcred ifi by turbu«» 
cnce and fa<Sion» 
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' End of tfae Chapter concerning Law zni 
his Syftem. 

Vol. VIIL ch.x88. rpHE world ffill fpcab 
page i8. Jt with aftoiiiihment of 

thcfc times of infatuation 
and political abufe ; but how inconfiderabJc 
teas this fcourge, in comparifon of the civit 
wars, and thofe on account of religion, which 
fo long drenched Europe in blood, and thofe 
between nation and nation, or rather between; 
prince and prince, which ftill continue to lay 
wafte fo many countries. The whole affaft 
■was, that there were hnpoftors at London and 
Rotterdam who made dupes of unthinking 
people. 

To begin the Chapter, fntitled. Continuation 
of the General View of Europe til! the 
Year 1756. 

Vol, y III. \Tt7E muft not pafs overunno- 

ch. 199. VV ticed the adminiftration of 

cardinal Dubcis. This man was the 

fon of an apothecary of Brive la Gaillarde, a 

.town in the government of Auvergne. His firft 

rife in life was being chofen preceptor to the 

duke of Orleans, and afterwards, by being vtie 

complaifant inftrument to the pleafures of his 

pupil, he became his confident ; a middling 

fliare of wit, a great ftock of libertinifm, the 

moft fubmiffive adulation, but chiefly his ma- 

fljcrt fondncli for fxngularity, gainetJ him an 

immenff 
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imrrenfe fortune. Had this cardinal prime mf**" 
nifter been a man of ferious character, his fudden i 
rife would have excited indigaatioi), whereas 
it only cauied ridicule and contempt.- The duke 
of Orleans himfelf made a jeft of him, and In 
this refemblcdthe pppe, who made the perfoii - 
whp carried about his monkey, a cardinal. Every 
thing was ma^e aiubjeft of laughter and bur- 
lefque under the, regency of this merry prince ^ 
and the fame fpirit prevailed as in the times of 
the league, fctting afide aciv.il.w^r, that is to 
fay, this regent revised the true fpirit of. the 
French nation, which had .been, damp/ed by .a 
feries of melancholy events in the latter part of 
the reign of Lewis XIV* . 

Cardinal Dubois died the.viflim of a long 
courfe of debauch. . He fell upon an, expedient 
to prevent his being fatigued in his laft mor 
ments by thofe exercifes of devotion fot which 
it is we}) known he had very little regard. He 
pjxtendcd that there .was a particular ceremony . 
m regard to cardinals, by^which they were ex- 
cu fed from receiving the extreme-, unfliojv- and 
viaticum, like common people. The curate of 
Vcrfailles thereupon preferred an infomatioA 
againft his eminercc; but Dubois cut IKort all 
proceedings by his death, which, agreeable to 
the charadler of our nation, was like hisadpiv- 
nifl rat ion only made a, matter of laughter., 

. The duke of Orleans now took. the tiilo of 
^ime minifler upon himfelf j for the king bq- 
log at age, his office of regent ceafed of confe- 
quenqe^ but he did not long. furvive his fa- 
yourite the cardinal. He was a prince whofe 
only fault feenud to be a2l unbounded tafte for 
pjcafurc and novelty. 
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©f all'thc race of Henry IV. Philip of Or- 
IhsLtis refembled that monarch the mod in his 
Gouragie, goodncft of heart, opcnnefsy gaiety, 
aiTabiiity, and freedom of accefa, and with an 
itnderftanding better cultivated. 

The duke of Bourbon-Conde fucceeded him 
almoft inftantaneoufly in the minlAry, without 
having recourfe to any other intrigues than that 
vof caufing the patent to be^ kiiniediately made 
out, and waking uponthe king with it to be 
ftgned at the fame time that be asquainled hkn 
with, th? death of the duke of Orleans, fitit it 
feems to have been always the fate of ti^e 
Gonde family to be obliged to yield to priefis. , 
Hf nry .of Condd had bee;i oppreiled by cardinal 
de Richelieu, the great Conde was imptifoned 
by . cardinal M^zarin, ami :the duke of Bour-. 
bon was driven into banifhmentr.by cardinal. 
FJeury. 

This latter wasia native of Langucdoc, born . 
without fortune or expectations. . He had been 
almoner to the dauph^nefs, a princefs of the 
houfe of Bavacia, and we have a letter written 
by madame de Maintenon< in the year 1716, 
in which.fhe thus cxprefles hcrfclf : " This is 
*^ certainly jipt. a p$r(bn to ba fo foon made»a 
^' biihop." 

« * H' 

Cardinal de Fleuf y toot the earlieflr oppor- 
tunity to refign his biihopric of Frcjus, aftter 
having by his oeconqmy faved money enough 
to pay off a conftderable number of^ debts, and 
baving done a.great deal ofgpod by his mild and 
conciljatory difpofition. Thefc were the two 
{irevailing parts of his charaders^ he alledged to 
the people of bi9 diocefe as an txzuk. ibr 

^"j^ quitibg 
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quitting them, the bad ftate cfhh health, which 
would not permit him to attend properly to 
the care of the flock committed to his charge. 
Iruckilj for him however he never luiew a day's 

illnefs. 

The brihopric of Fr^us, which was fituaf ed 
at a confiderable diftance jirom the court, and m 
a country not the matt agreeable, had been al- 
ways difliked by htm : he had taken a dif- 
tafte to his fpriritual fpottfe ; and in a humour- 
ous letter which he wrote to cardinal Quirinr, 
be flgned himfelf, Fkury^ by thi Divine difpUa"" 
fun^ bijhop of Frejus, 

He refigned at the beginning of the year 1715* 
The court of Rome^ which is always well in- 
formed of what pafles in other churches, knew 
that the free and abfolute refignation whicli 
Fleury thad made of his b^opric, was founded 
on a view of being made preceptor to ihc young 
dauphin, the prefect king of France. J*<M)e 

- Clement XI. who was very clear in this, de- 
dared it openly, and maribal Viileroi, after 
abundance of follicitations, prevailed on Lewis. 
XIV r a^ually to nomfnate the bifhop of Freju» 
preceptor to his fon by a codiciHo his willr 
However, let us fee how the new preceptor ex- 
prefTes himfelf on this event in bis letter to car-^ 
dinal Quirini. ^. 

• *♦ Ihave more than once/' fays he, •* re- 
** gretted my peaceable foUtude of Frejus, On 
** my arrival here I learnt that his late majefty 
'^ had done me the honour to nominate me 
** preceptor to his grandfon ; had he been in a 
" condition to have heard me fpcafc, I fhould 
•* have earheftly befought him to cafe roe of a 

v'* burthen the weight of which makes me 

** ire«ftbfe> 
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"^^ tremble ; but as he was dead, all I could fay 
*• made no iroprcflion. This his thrown me 
•* into a fit of fickncfs, and nothing can corti- 
*« fort me foj: the lofs of that liberty 1 had aimed 
•• at by my refignation." 

But he infenubly found comfort in applying 
-tjimfelf to form the mind of his pupil to bufi- 
nefs, fccrefy, and probity ; and preferved in the 
midft of the hurry and agitation of the court, 
during the minority, the good graces of the re- 
gent and the eftcem of the public : he never 
made a merk o^ his own fervices, nor complain- 
ed of others, and by never engaging in cabals 

•>6r ifttrfgnes -cf the court, he never fubjefted 
himfelf to the mortification of a denial. Re 
privately endeavoured to make himfelf ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the kingdom at 
home, tod its -political interefts abrcfad. In a 
word, the circumfpedion of his condu£t, and 
the 'addiabtemfs of hi^ difpofition, made all 
France wiih to fee him at the head of the admi*- 

' niftratio^. He was the fecond pieceptor Who 
had governed that kingdom, and was (atisfied 
with;fceing abfolute in his place, without taking 
the tkle rfprfcne mkiifter. He was left. thwart- 
ed and envied in his mintftry than either Ridi-* 

. iku or Maea^ in the mott peaceable part of 
theim. *¥Lh exaltation made no change in his 
manners; and every one was furprized to fmd 
in a prime minifter the moft engaging* and at 
the &me time the moft difinteremd courtier* 
Happily, his fpirit of moderation^ and the in- 
tereft of the nation, were for a long time in 
accord. France Aood in need of that peace of 
which her minifter was fo fond, and it was the 

opinion 
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opinion of all the foreign miniilers, that atf 
would never be .broken (b long as -be held tif^ 
reins, of goveriunenc 

#. ♦ #^ 

Some writers of other countries haye ccft- 
founded this miqifter with the Abbe Fleuryy 
author of the hiilory of the cburcby and foi^e 
excellent difcourfes which far. exceed that wor)^. . 
This Abbe Flcury waaconfeflbr to Lewis XiV* 
hp Iiv.e4 unli^nown in. the midft of a Q^ourt^^.a^ 
, ro^n ,of real modefty.. ,The mcdefty ,6f jV 
o(her Fleury wa9.tha( of aa^aQibii|^ipus,i^^hjpC/. 
flirts* 

At the End of the Chap tea.. 

Id.pag. 30. ALL, was. pfjaoeablc betweea 
■^^ the- powerji. <rf» ChriftcndoBi, 

, if, we, except the difputes which b^gan,.to anfe 
about this time between t^e .croons of Spain . 
and England, concerning the trade to. the W«ft 
Indie^. France continuedr to be^c0nfid^red as., 
tbc^rbitc^ of Europe. 

The /emperor made war «|>9n-the Turks^ 

^ withojttt xqnfujtijngthe other pci|)C|$jOf the Em- 

" pire. yhis-war proved unfortunate but Frame 
laved him from the precipice by Il^s .mediation « 
and Mr. de Villeneu?e, her ambaiTadpr at the 
Ottoman.rcourt, wentjnto Hungary in 173^?, 
*aod t)iere concluded a peace with tbe^.Turkifli 

. vificr, which proved ayery feafoiiafat}e yfeUcf ..to 
tbe.egiperori; , v ' r. .- 



y Google 



GE^iLERAL.HlST.pRY;, 139 

Fraace almoft at the fame time compromiftd 
natters for the government of Genpa, whi^h 
\y:4s threatened with a .civil war, and quelUd 
. for a time thp TebeJIiousCorficans, who had 
, tbrown off the yoke of. that JcepubKc. The 
country of Cor ilea, which has for a cpnfiderahle 
* time taken the title, of kingdom,, was towards 
Wie eqd of the thirteenth cenuury brought under 
fubjeftion to Genoa. A country lefs extenfiye 
and lefii warlike than the o^her^ but fuperiorin 
riches. The Corficans, who bad always been . 
. an undil^iplined apd r^ftlcfe people, were at the 
this, ,tiine. in op^ rcjbellion, .having taken up 
arms" ever fince the year' 1.7 25,..on pretence pf 
having been tyrannically treated by their maf- 
• ters. A gentleman of the county of La Mark, 
in Germany, named Theodore Neuboff*, hav-' 
J iDg travdfta through ail Europe, in hopes of 
. inakii^g his fortune, happened to be at Leghorn 
. In thVyeai* 1736. Here he entered into a.ci^r- 
fi^ohdence with the'Corfican malecon tents, 
and ofiired them his fervice. He made a voy- 
age to Tuni^,. where be exerted himfelf^fo 
eftfeaually m their behalf, that he returne4.ta 
Corfica loadcid with arms, ammunition, and 
money* At hi$ arrival he was proclaimed king 
of Gorfic'a,' aod crowned with a wreath of lau- 
^ re!,:^and acknowledged by all' the inhabitants of 
the ifl^nd. He put hinifelf at their head, and 
carried bn the war. ^ The fenate of Genoa fet , 
a, price- upon his head; but not being able 
either to get Theodore into their hands, or to : 
fubjeS the rebels^, they had applied to the em- 
perocfor his protection. But this was thought: 
a dangerous ftep, inafmuch as th#-emperor, who . 
l<>ok§ upon,,^ himfelf a^. iQrd-paramount of all 

Ic.aly., 
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Italy, was hereby made fovcrcign judge between 
the ftate of Genoa and her rebellious fubjeSs, 
The fcnate therefore had recourfe to France, 
who fucccffivc)y fent generals and troops over 
to Corfica, who drove Theodore out of the 
idand, reduced the matecon tents to fubmiffion, 
and put every thing upon a peaceable footing, 
at leaft for fome time. King Theodore went 
10 London, where he died in a prifon geg1e£ted 
and defpifed. 

While the court of France was thus adding' 
as t^e benefeikrefs of Genoa and Corfica, (he at 
the fame ^time interpofed her good oiBces be- 
tween the courts of London and Madrid, who 
had jtifl begun a war the more ruinous, as the 
poffeffions for which they difputed were of 
little or no advantage to either fide. In 17^5, 
the fame crown had employed its mediation 
between thofe of Spsun and Portugal ; fo that 
France was generally refpeSed by all-j^r 
neighbours, who had none of them an3r crale 
to complain of her, and was confidered by all 
nations u their commoA mother and me- 
iiatrix. 



Death 
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Death of the Emperor CHARLESVL 

The Imperial Succeffion difputed by four Pow- 
ers. The Queen of Hungary acknowledged 
in all her father's dominions* Silefia feiz^ed 
by the King of Pruffia* 

Vol.VIIL ch, npHE emperor Charles VL died 

^90.pag. 30^ ^ in the month of Odober^ 

J74P, ^ged fifty* live years. It 

is neqefTary for all crowned heada,. whofe lives 

are^of fo great confequence to the peace and . 

happinefs of ^ their people, to know that this 

monarch was the ca.ufe of his own death, by 

4>ver-eating bimfelf, at an entertainment * j an 

excefs which coft him bi'slife, and brought the 

empire to ^e brink of ruip. If the death of 

Auguftus IL king of Poland) was the caufe o£ 

great commotions, it may readily be imagined 

that of Charles VL who was tbe lad; prince 

of the houfeof Auftria, muft have occafioned 

far other revolution^. In the firft place, Italy 

had a proipei^ of acquiri|)g that independance 

to. which ihe had always alpired. Several petty 

fi^tes, reputed fiefs of the empire, pretended 

to deny this fuhje^ion. Rome in particular, 

that h^d been facked by. Charles the fifth, fe- 

ve^ely treated by his Aicceflbrs, opprefled 

and obliged to pay a ranfom by Jofep^i, the 

i>rother of this Charles VI. now flattered her- 

fclf with the hopes of being for ever freed from 



^ fft 4igi bf eating too hc^ily of a <Uih of n^ttAiooms^ 

the 
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* the pretenfions of the German emperor, who 
^have all> fincc Oibo the firft, imagined them- 
fclres fucceffor to the rights of the ancient 
Cacfars : agreeable to which, the German char- 
c^ry does'td this day look' upon the other king- 
doms of Europe ds prbVrhces rent Trom the 
eil^pire, and in their protocol they gave the title 
of nujefty to no king whatever ; the eleflor 
of Cologne ftiles himielf chancellor of Italy^ 
aAd the eleftor of Triers afllimes the • title of 
chancellor of Gaul. The German king, cleStei 
at Francfort, is there declared king of the Ro- 
mans, tho' he has not the leaft jurildiftion iin 
Rome ; and as fuch exa£ls a tribute from "all 
the provinces of Italy, whferever he is -poweN 
fui enough to obtain them. This mtiltiplicity 
of doubtfol rights' had, for upwards of feveti 
hundred years, been the fource of all the ca- 
lamities and oppreflion, that Italy had ex- 
pcfrienced during that period. Inow it ap- 
peared highly probable that the troubles into 
which Germsfcny wotild be plunged, by the 
fudden death Of Charles VI. would rcftore thefe 
1 people to that liberty which they had fo long 
vt^med for in vSiin. The new revplutioh 
which every one forefaw would be the Confe- 
^ quenceofthe extinftionof thehoufe of Auftris^ 
whenever it fhouid happen, might ntt only 
annihilate the rights, and even the name c!f ' 
'Roman empire; but it alfo appeared a matier 
of doubt wheth<fr Germany might not be di- 
vided among fereral princes, <o pdWtt-ftil ais 
foDner or later, to refufe to acknowledge a 
fupreme head, or, at leaft, to leave that head 
%ut a very fmall (hare of the authority of his 
predecefllJrs, 

The 
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The inheritance of the houfe of Auftria, 
* therefore, feeiped on the point of pacing into 
feveral hands. This -inheritance confifted of 
Hungary and Bohemia^ kingdoms, that, after 
li^ivmg been for a long feries of time, eledJivc, 
had been made hereditary by the princes of this 
houfe; of Auftf ian - Suabia, -called Auftria 
anterior^ of the upper and lower Auftria, con- • 
qliered in the thirteenth century; of Stiria, 
Carinthia,. Carniola, Handers, Burgau, the 
f«ur foreft towns, Brifgau, Friuli, Tirol, the 
Milanefe, Mantua, and the dukedom of Par- 
ma: as to the two kingdoms of Naples and , 
Sicily, they were already in the hands of doa 
Carlos, fan to Philip V, king of -Spain. ; . 

Maria Therefa, theeldeft daughter of Charles,: 
VL founded her rights on the -natulral. right ofi 
inheritance, folentnly* confirmed by -the prag- • 
matic fan£liOn, and guaranteid by almoft a^i - 
the European powers. On the other hand, : 
Charles Albert, eledor of Bavaria, demanded 
the AiccefEon, by virtue of the-will of Fefdi-. 
' nand I;.b«)ther to Chailes-V.. 

Auguftu&in. king of • Poland, and. ele£ldr« 
» oT Saxon w, alleclged rights •< of a more recent . 
• nature ; the rights of his own wife, cldeft. 
' daughter of the enoperorjofcph, the elder brother 
» of the deceafed emperor. 

' Thc'king of Spain extended his pre,tcnfi0|is? 
I to all the dominions of the houfe of Auftria,/ 
deriving his right from a; wife of Philip IL 
daughter of the emperor Maximilan II.. aifd.. 
' from whom he ("Philip V.) was defcended. 
Here was already a great revolution in the af- 
fairs of > Europe; to fee the houfe of France 
laying claim to the whole patrimony of th-atoff 

Auftria. 
6 
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Auftria. Lewis XV. had as jtift a pretenfion 
Co this fucceffion as any one, as being defc^^nded 
in a iiTtSt Hfie from the eldeft male branch of 
the houfe of Auftria, by the wives of his great 
grand-father and grand-father, L^wis^ XIIL 
and the XIV. but it appeared moft prudent for 
him to a£k the part of umpire and proteflor, 
rather than that of a claimant; for he might, 
by that means, be able to determine this con«< 
trovert^ fucceflion, and that of the empire in 
concert with one half of Europe; whereas, had 
he made only pretenfioa4x> ithimfelf, he was 
certain to have all Europe againft him. This 
great caufe of fo many crowned heads, was 
argued before the tribunal of Chriftendom, in 
a* multitude of public manifeftos and memorials. 
Princes smd private perfons alike interefied 
themfelves inthe difpute, fothat a general war 
Was looked upon as inevitable; but, to the 
amazement and cbnfuflon of human policy, 
the ftorm began from a quarter that no one fo 
nnichas thought of. 
A new kingdom had been created at the be^ 

E'nning of the prefent century j the emperor, 
sopold, availing himfeJf of a right, which 
the German emperor had always exercifed, that 
of creating kings, had in 1701, ereilcd Ducal 
Pruiiia into a kingdom, in favour of Frederick 
William, eleftor of Brandenbourg. Pruffia 
was then no bettw than a vaft defert; but Fre- 
derick William II. the kcnid king, whofe po- 
liticks were different from thofe of all the 
princes his co-temperaries expended near twenty- 
five millions of our money, in clearing lands, 
and building towris, and peopling them» He 
fent for feveral families from Suabta and Fran- 

7 <oaia, 
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ctjnia, to fettle there; and alfo invited above 
fixteen thoufand perfons from Saltfbourg, all ^ 
<^whom he fupplicd with what was necefFary 
for their fubfiftence, and to f;:t them to work. 
While he wasr thus forming a new ftate, he 
made to himfelf, by ceconomy, a power of a 
new kind ; he laid by every month about 
fixty thoufand German crowns, which com- 
pofti an immenfe treafare in the courfe of a 
reign of eight and twenty years. What he did 
not thus put into his coffers, he made ufe of 
t<> raife an army of near eighty thoufand chofcn 
men, whom he difciplined himfelf, after a new 
manner, though he never availed himfelf of 
their fervice. But his fon, Frederick III. made 
lie of all thofe preparations of his father's. It 
was well known to all Europe, that this prince^ 
who had raffed deeply of adverfity, during his 
father's reign, had employed his leifurc hours 
itr cultivating his underflanding, and improvinjj 
the fingular gifts he had received from oature; 
he was utrfverfally admired for talents which 
would have done honour to any private perfon ; 
but he was not yet known to poflefs thofe of 
the monarch and the foldier; and Auftria had 
no more apprehenfion of him than it had of 
the late king, his father, whom he fucceeded 
three months before the imperial fucceffion, 
and that of the houfe of Auftria became va- 
cant. Frederick forefaw the general confufion 
which that event occafioned, and he did not 
lofe a« inftant to enter fword in hand into 
Silefia, one of the xicbeft provinces belonging 
to the daughter of Charles VI. He laid claim 
to four dutchies, (in that province) which bis 
anceftors had formerly been poffeflfcd of, by 
H pur- 
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purchafes and family coinpads, and to which 
they indeed renounced all claim by repeated 
public ads, as being too weak to fupport it ; 
he, on thie contrary, knowing himfeU fufficient- 
Jy powerful, revived thofe pretenfions anew. 
. France, Spain, Bavaria, and Saxony had been 
ffix fome time buded in making a new emperor. 
liavaria preifled France to procure for hino feme 
ihare in the Auftrian fuccefiioh. This eledor 
laid claiofi to all thofe domini<»is by his mani- 
feflos, but he did not dare to claim them all 
by his minifters. In the mean time Maria 
Therefa, who had married the <jrand Duke of 
Tufcany, took poiTeilion of all the dominiors 
which had been left her by her father, and re* 
ceived the homage of the Auftrian ftaces at 
Vienna, November 7, 1740. Bohemia and 
the provinces of Italy fwore allegiance to h«r 
by their deputies, and fhe won rbe ^^FetStions of 
all the Hungarians, by fubmitting to take the 
ancient coronation oath of king Andrew II. 
made in the year 1222, and which was a6 fol- 
lows : *' If^ I, or any of my fuccellbrs in time 
*^ to come, Ihall attempt to violate your privi- 
^' leges, it ihall be lawful for you and your 
*' descendants, in virtue of the promife I now 
*' make you, to defend yo«rfelv€s, without bc- 
*' ing liable to be treated as rebels/' 

The averfion which the anceftors of the 
avch-dutchefs had always (hewn to enter into 
thele engagements with their fubjeds, aiu) th^ 
prudent ftep Ihe took on this occafion^ endear- 
ed her infinitely to the Hungarians, infomuch 
(that they who had always been endeavouring 
to throw off- the yoke of the hpufe of Auftria^ 
i^mbraced that of MariaTherefai and, after two 

hundred 
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hundred years of fedition, quarrel*;, and civil 
wars, they became on a fudden d 'voted to a 
family for which they had formerly expreffed 
fo much hatred. The queen was crowned at 
Prefturg the 24th of June, 1741 ; this was 
not till fome months after her acceflion : how- 
ever, (he was not the lefs confidered as a fove- 
reign, and (he had already eftablilhed her reign 
in all hearts, by an afEibility and popularity 
which few of her anceftors had ever exercifed, 
Shebanilhed from her court that form and rc- 
ftraint which frequently renders princes hate- 
ful, without ever procuring them more refpeft. 
Her aunt the arch-datchefs, governefs of the 
Low Countries, never fufFered any perfon to 
cat at table with her j Maria Therefa, on the 
contrary, admitted to her\s all her ladies and 
officers of diftindlion : the deputies of the ftate 
were permitted to fpeak to her with freedom ; 
(he never refiifed audience to any one, and no 
perfon ever departed from her prefence diflatis- 
fied. 

Her firft care was to make her confort the 
grand duke of Tufcany, the partner of all her 
dignities and poffeffions, under the title of Cpi- 
Regent, without leflening her own fovereignty, 
«r violating the pragmatic fanSioti : ihe men* 
tinned this her intention to the Auftrian ftates 
the fame day ihe received their homage, and 
foon after put it into execution* She flattered 
herfelf, even then, that the dignities with 
which {he adorned her royal confort, would 
have prepared the way for him to the imperial 
throne ; but (he had no monev, and her troops 
were not only greatly diminimsd, but difperfed 
H 2 in 
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141 the difFereiic pans of her extenfive do-^^ 
minions 

The king of Pruffia caufed a propofal to be 
made to her, to y\tU the Lower Silefia to him, 
and, in return, offered to affift her with his 
whole interefl, with his arms and five millions 
of our Jivres, in or'der to feeure to her the pof' 
icflion of all the reftj and to obtain the ejnpire 
for ihs Grand Duke her confort. Some flatef- 
mcn of no fmall abilities thought that the 
Germanic coiiftitution was now on the point 
<5f being overturned ; but this princels, who.'c 
veins were enriched with the blood of fo many 
emperors, difdained even the thought of iacri- 
ficing any part of her patrimony ; and though 
weak (he was undaunted. Numbers of Auf- 
trians, confidering only the grandeur of the 
court of Vienna and not its weaknefs, declared 
loudly, that the eleftor of Brandenbpurg would 
be put under the ban of the empire. Lven the 
ininifters ,of that monarch were daunted at the 
ibund of the Auftrian name; but the king, who 
{jLW clearly that it was no more than a name, 
^nd that from the ftate of Europe at th»t time 
ke was fure to have allies, entered Silefia at t^e 
,iiead of his troops in the month of December, 
J 740. 

At fir ft it was propofed to put the words Pre 
Dcj iff patrid (for God and my country) on his 
colours by way of device ; but he ftruck out 
'the two fifft, faying, that he would not have 
tV^e name of God blended with the quarrels of 
rncn ; and that his difpute was about a province, 
*nd not concerning religion. He caufed the 
Ho man eagle, difplaved in relief, to be fixed on 
tie 10^ of a gilded uafF^ and to be carried be- 
fore 
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fore his'own regiment of guards. This air of 
novelty laid him under a kind of neceflity of 
being Invincible. He alfo harangued his fof- 
diers, 10 refenPible in every refpedt the antienc 
Romans. As fopn as he entered Silefia^ he 
m^de himfelf matter of almoft all that province 
of which they had rtfufed him a part : but hi* 
eherto things remained in an uncertain ftate. 

General Ncupcrg marched to the reli.fvof 
the invaded province with an army of 24»ccO' 
Auftrians^ and obliged the king of Pruflia ta 
come to an engagement at Molwiiz, near the 
river Neifs. There it was that the Pruffian in- 
fantry (hewed what they were able to perform : 
the king's cavalry, lefs urong by half than that 
of the Auftrians> was entirely • broken ; the 
firft line of his infantry was taken in flank;, 
the battle was given for loft, all the king's 
baggage was pillaged, and he himself, in danger 
€>f being taken, was carried away by the croad' 
that furrounded him : but hisfecond line of in- 

• faotry retrieved the fortune of the day, b/ 
,that unfliaken difcipline to which they are fo 
well accuftomed, by their inceHTant fire (which 

• they repeat at leaft five times in a minute) and 
by charj;ing their muflcets with their iron ram- 
rods in a moment. In a word, they gained the- 
viftory, «nd this event becartie thelignal of an. 
yniverfal flame.. 
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TbeKingof Fhance unites with the Kings 
of Prussia and Poland, to advance 
CHARLES ALBERT, Eleaor of 
Bavaria, to the Imperial Throii^e. That 
Prince, is declared a Lieutenant*General in 
the Service of France. H* is eleded Eii¥- 
ppror. His Succefles and rapid LoiFes. 

A T the time that the king of Pruffia.iV'izcd 
■**' upon Silefia, all Europe imagined him in 
alliance with France -, but in this th(;y were 
mlftaken, ^s is frequently the cs^fe with thpfe 
who argue only from appearances. . It is cer- 
tain, that by this ftep the king of Pruffia 
hazarded a great deal, as he himfelf has ac- 
knoT^iedged ^ but then he forefaw that France 
would not let flip fo fair an oppoitunity of fe- 
conding him. It was the intereft of that crowa 
to favour her old ally, the elector of Bav«ria, 
* whofe father had loft his all in fighting her 
caufe, after the battle of Hockftet. X^^^ ^^'7 
Charles Albert, t^e elector of Bavaria, had 
alfo been made prifoner by the Auftriane, 
when a child, and his very title of Bavaria taken 
from hjm. France now found it her intcreft 
to avenge him. It {pemed no difficult matter 
to piocuie him at once -the empire, and a part 
of the Auftrian fucceffion. By this ftep of the 
new houfe of Lorrain, Auftria would be de* 
prived of that fuperiority which the old one 
had afFe£led to have over the other princes of 
Europe; and moreover it would abolifh the old 
rivalfhip fubfifting between the dependents of 
Bourbon and Auftria^ which would be effeft* 

ing 
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ing more than Henry IV. and cardinal Richer 
lieu had ever hoped to compafs. 

The king of Pruflia forefaw this revoluticn 
even before it was begun, at the time that he 
fet out for Silefia ; and it is (o true, that he 
had not concerted any meafures with cardinal 
Fl'eury, that the marquifs' of Beauveau, who 
had been fent to Berlin, to compliment the 
new king on his accelTion, knew not on (he 
firft movement of the Prufltan troops, whether 
they wei^e dedined againft France or Aiiftna. 
King Fi-ed^rick feid to him, as he was going 10 
fei out, ** I i>elieve I am going to play your 
'«« game 5 iif I throw aces, we*li'fliare the wii - 
" ningis/* 

This was^hc fole beginning of a negotiation 
then at a diftance. The French miniltry we»c 
for fome time in difpute which fide to take. 
Fleury, then in hi« eighty fifth year, was net 
fox flaking hrs r«putation, his old age, and his 
c6trlitry, on the hazard of a new war. . The 
pragmatic fanilion figned, and aut^hentically 
guarafitied wts a curb upon him j but then, on 
iheother hand, former treaties, made with the 
houfe of Bavaria, offered him encouragement* 
Iris certain, that this war was loudly demanded, 
botfh byyCourt an,d city^ notwithftanding that 
they afterward* joine^ in condemning it. I 
heard a man of great diftin6lioa fay^ ** Catxlinal 
** Richelieu pulled down the houle of Auflria, 
•* and cardinal Fleury will, if he can, eredt a 
** new one." Thele, words, which came to 
the minifter's ears, piqued him fenfibiy 5 but 
c4d not mak^-him change his opinion. 

It was the count, afterwards maribal duke of 

Belleifle, and his brother, nephew of the fa- 

H 4 mous 
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mous Fouquct, who, without ' having aiiy 
ffiarc in public aiFairs, or as yet any accefs to 
»hc king, nor any power with the cardinal, 
brought him to a refoluiion. 

^larfllal Belleifle, tho' he had not. done any 
thing extraordinary, had a great ref^utation; 
iiAd tho' he had neither been a niinifler, or a 
general, was thought better qualified than any 
crie to condud either the army or the ftate : 
he faw things in all their points of light, and 
was the only courtier perfedlly acquainted wifh 

. the interior fpiii^gs of government, and almoft 
ihe only-cffictr who kept up military difciplin.e. 

^Jrle ^as naturally fond of glocy ^nd of bufinefe, 
without which there can be no true glory ; he was 
cxadl and indefatigable, and had a tafte alike 

•fur the bufinefs of negotiation, .and that of t^e 
cabinet and the field : but a ytry. bad ftatc.of 
health fiequcntly deftroyed the fruits of thefe 
great talents. ' Always in adlion, and alwa^'S 
lull of projefls, this firength of his body was 
iK>c fuBcient to fupport the efforts of his mind. 
He was alike admired for his politenofs as a 
rourticr, and for his honeft franknefs as a fol« 
dicr. He found the means to perfuadc, without 
the gift of eloquence, by always appearing to 
be perfuaded himfelf. He wrote in a plain and 
common flile; and to read his difpatches, one 
would not fuppofe him to be pcfiefTed of fuch 
ftrong and a^ive ideas. « 

The chevalier de Belleifle, his brother, had 
the fame ambition and the fame views, but 
fomewbat deeper ; this was the refult of a hale 
conftitution, which enabled him to fupport the 
greiateft fatigues of bttfioefsv His air was mote 

•gloomy than that of his brother, and not/o 

engaging j 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 15J 

engaging ; but he fubdued thofe hearts into which " 
his brother had infinuated himrelf. His elo- 
quence was like his courage; and under an* 
appearance of referve and deep thought fulnefs^* 
one might perceive fomething very powerful ;, 
in a word, he was capable of planning, under- 
taking, and executing any thing. 

Thefe two men, not more united by the tics 
of blood than by the parity of ideas, undertook, 
to change the face of all Europe. The car- 
dinal oppofed their plan of operations : he: 
even delivered his opinion agaihft it to the king 
in wi iting ; and now, if he had been defirous to^ 
have ended his career in a truly glorious man- 
ner, he fhould have retired from bufmefs ; but 
he had not refolutioh enough to quit the minif- 
try, and, to !ive retired, though- en the very, 
brink of the grave : in a word, the marftial and 
bis brother had the nianagement of all the ne- 
ceflary difpofitions, and the old cardinal feemcd 
to prefide at the head of an undertaking which:. 
hedirapprov.ed. 

Every thing in the beginning feemed -t^ 
favour the fcheme : maifhal Eelltifle wns Tent 
to the king of Pruilia, then in his camp at 
Ffankfort, and from thence toDrefden, to fet- 
tle the. vaft projefts which the concurrence rf 
fo many princes feemed to render infallible. 
He in every thing agreed with the king or 
Pruffia, who promifed, by a private writinf,. 
not to make peace without the knowledge ( F 
his allies* Belleifle from thence went into- 
Saxony, where he gained fuch an afccndancyr 
over the minds of that court, that they pro- 
mifed him, as he himfclf has told me, to march 
a body of troops even before the figning of the 
H 5, treaty; 
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treaty. The marflial alfo negotiated in all the 
courts o^ Germany, and was the life and foul 
of that body which was to procure the empire, 
and the hereditary crowns of the houfe of 
Auflria, for a prince who could do nothing 
for h'm'clf. France fumifccd the thQov of 
Bavaria at one and the fame time with money» 
allies^ voie% and arms; he had promiied 
twenty thoufand of his own troops, but could 
hardly raife twelve thoufand, though affiftej 
with French money. The king fent him the 
army he had promifed him, and, at the fame 
time, by letters patent, * created him his lieu- 
tenant general, whom he was about to msdce 
emperor of Germany. 

I'he ele(9x>r of Bavaria/thus ftrengthened^ 
cafily penetrated iiito Auftria, while Maria 
Therefa could, with difficulty, make head 
agalnft the king of Pruffia. He foon made 
himfelf mafter of P^flau, an imperial city, 

foverned by its bifliop. This place fcparates 
l^pper Auftria from Bararia. He advanced as 
far as Lint^* the capiul of Upper Auftria, and 
fome of his parties fkirmiflied within three 
leagues of Vienna. The alarm was now fpread, 
the whole city was in confufion, and. they pre- 
pared for a fiege with all expedition ; one whole 
fuburb and a palace, bordering on the forti- 
fications, are entirely deftroyed. The Panube 
is covered with veffels tranfporting the mofl: 
valuable efFefls of the inhabitants to placed 
of greater fecurity. The elector of Bavaria 



• Thefe letten were not figotd till the twentieth of A\»* 
|uft, 1741. 

even 
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even fends a fuminons to count Kcycnhuller, 
gpverjjor of V knna. 

England and Holland were at that time far 
from holding in their hands that balance to 
which they had long pretended. The ftates-. 
general kept a profound filence on feeing mar-* 
mal MaiUebois' army, which was then iii Weft- 
phalia ; and this fame army over-awed the kin^ 
of England, who trembled for the . fafety of 
his Hanoverian dominions, where he tjj^ re- 
ilded. He had raifed twenty-five thoufand 
men to fuccoor Maria Therefa, and at the head 
of this very army, he was obliged to abandon 
her and iign a neutrality. His domefticks were 
furnifhed with pafTports for their perfons and 
bagjage by the French general, to carry them 
to London, and the king bimfelf returned by 
the way of Weftphalia and Holland. 

At that time there was not one prince, either 
within or without the empire, who fupported 
that pragmatic fan£tion which fo many of 
thern had guarantied. Vienna weakly fortified 
on that fide where it wsis threatened, could .not 
have held out long, Thofe who were beft ac- 
quainted with Germany, and the Aate of pub* 
Ijc affairs, looked upon that city as good as 
taken, by which the afliilance which Maria 
Therefa might otherwife have drawn from the 
Hungarians, would have been cut off, her 
dominions laid entirely open to the arms of the 
conqueror, all claims fettled, and peace rcflcred 
to the empire,, and to Europe. And even car- 
dinal de Fleury was fo much encouraged by 
thoi'e favourable difpofitions in a project, for 
which he had in the beginning fo great a repug- 
nance^ that he faid to &me officers, wko waited 
. H 6 ofl 
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jon him/:* late to take leave, '* Xjertlemen, 
." -this will not be a long bufine&, and I hope 
** to fee you again very foon.** 

The courage and refolutiontjf Maria Therefa 
fecmed to encreafe with the difficulties flie had 
tD furmount j fhe had quitted Vienna to throw 
herfelf into the arms cf the Hungarian?, whom 
her father and anceftors had treated with To 
much feverity. Having alTembled the four 
orders of the ftatc at rrefbourg, fhe appeal e J 
in the midft of them, holding in her arms her 
cldeft fon, then ah infant in his cradle, and 
addreiSn^ herftlf to them in l,aiiri, which' 
tongue fhe fpoke perfefily ^ell, fheexprcflld 
herfclf nearly in thefe words : . '' Forfaken by 
y my friends, peffecuted by my enemier, and 
•* attacked by my nearcft relation, I have no 
*' other rcfource but yoiirfideUty, your courage, 
*' and my own conftancy : to youf care I 
♦' furrender the daughter and fon cf your 
•* kings, who from yoii expeft their fafety.'* 
All the palatines, foftened, and, at the 'fame 
tiaie, animated by this fhort fpeech, drew 
their fabres, crying out with one voice, Adoria-- 
mur prif rege nofiro Maria Therefa^ ** Let u^ 
** die for our king Maria Therefa j*^* for it i^ to 
be obferved, they always give the trile of- king^ 
to their queens ; and never in fa£); did princefs 
tetter de erve that title. They fhed tears in 
taking the oath tb defend her, her eyes aloi e' 
were dry ; but when fhe withdrew with her 
maids of honour, thofe tears, which the great-' 
nefs of her foul had hitheno fupprefTed, burfb 
fbriH in abundance* She was at this time with- 
child, and had written, not long before, to' 
he* mother-in-law, the dutchefs of Lorrain-/ 

jthefe 
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thefe words ; ** I, as yet, know not whether 
** 1 fhall have a (ingle town left wherein to be. 
" brought to bed." 

In this condition'flie excited the zeal of the 
Hungarians. England and Holland roufed in 
her behalf, and fupplied her with money; (he 
correfponded with all the ftatts of the empire j 
negotiated with the king of Sardinia, while hejc 
prbvi.nces furnifced her with foldiers. 
• The whole kingdom of England took part ins 
her diflreflcs. T^e Englifli are not a people 
who wait to know their fovereign's opinion 
before they give theirs. Some private perfonsi 
propoted* a free-gift for this princefs. The 
dutchefs of Marlborough, w-hofe hufband had 
fought for Charles VJ, affirmbled the principar 
ladies of London, whom flie mdiiced to ad- 
vance, for this caufe, an hundred ihoufancT 
pound's fterling, her'felffubfcribing forty thou- 
fand of the fura. ' The queen cf Hungary had 
the greatnefs of fout to decline a:cepti ig of 
this money, which./was fo gencrcufly offered 
her, refolved to wart for fuch fums as (houlJ 
be granted .by the nation in parliament aflcm- 
bled. 

It was generally believed, that the vi<9orious 
armies of France and Bavaiia, would have 
marched tothefiei^e of Vienna 5 whac the ene- 
my fears Qiould beafsvays carried into execution. 
Th'S was one of thofe dtcifii e flrrokes, one of 
thoe lucky opportunities, which foitune prc- 
fcnts once, and if neglecSed, is never to be re-^ 
covered afterwards. The eleflor of Bavaria had 
entertained thoughts of taking Vienna ; but he 
had made no preparations for the 'fiege, and 
had neither artilfery nor ammunition. Car- 
dinal 
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dinal Fleurv had not extended his views fo far 
as to put that capital iato the elecHior's hands.;' 
^e generally confined himfelf to pi]^p£lsofa 
middling nature; he was for dividing the fpoils 
before he had them, and did not fnttnd that 
the emperor of his making ihould «DJoy the 
whole fucceifion. 

The French army commanded by the eleflor 
of Bavaria, and reinforced with 20,000 Saxons^ 
marchjed towards Prague in Nov. 1 741. Count 
Maurice of Saxony, natural brother to the king 
of Poland, took the place by efcalade. This 
general, who inherited from bis father his very 
extraordinary bodily flrengthy as well as his 
real worth and fweetneiis ot temper, was more** 
over endued with the greateft talents for war.. 
His great reputation induced the people of 
Courfand to ele£l him their duke ; but Ruifia^. 
having wreflied from bim what he had received 
fiom the unanimous fuflrrages of a whole peo- 

Ele, he coiifoled himfelf in the fcryicc of 
Vance, and the focial pieafur^s of a nation, 
which was not as yet fufficiently acquainted 
with his merit. 

It was neceflary (hat Prague ihould be taken 
in a few days, or the enterprife abandoned. They 
were in want of provifions, the feafon was far 
advanced, and the town, tho* poorly fortified, 
could eafily refift the firft attack. General O- 
gilvy, an Irifhman by birth, commanded in the 
place with a garrifon of 3000 men, and the 
grand duke was in full march with an army of 
30,000 to its relief, and on the 2Sth of No- 
vember was aflually within five leagues of it,^ 
when that very night the French and Saxons 
made an aflkult upou the town. 

They 
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They made two attacks under cover of a 
defperate fire from their artillery, which drew 
the atten^on of the whole garrifon to that fide. 
In the mean time, count oaxe fdently had a 
fingle ladder fixed to the rampart of tne New 
Town, in apart very diftant from that where 
the afiault was given. It happened that the lad* 
der was not long enough, which obliged theoi 
to make up the deficiency by hand-barrows* 
Monfieur de Chevert, at that time Lieut. CoL 
of the regiment of BeauflTe, was the firft man 
that mounted. He was followed by marflial 
Broglio's eldeft fon. They reach the rampart, 
and find only one centinel at fome diftance. 
They are foon followed by numbers, and make 
themfelves matters of the place. The whole 
garrifon la/ down their arms, and general 
Ogilvy with his qooo men furrcndcr prifoner3 
of war. Count Saxe faved the town from be- 
ing pillaged, and, what was very extraordinary, 
the conquerors and the conquered were mixed 
pell-mell for thtee days ; French, Saxons, Ba- 
varians, and Bohemians, walked the fireets in 
common without diilindiion and without ihcd- 
ding a drop of blood. Thus Prague was taken 
by efcalade. 

The eleflor of Bavaria, who was juft arrived 
at the camp, tranfmitted an account of this 
fuccefs to the king, in fuch terms as a general 
wotild addrefs the prince whofe armies he com- 
manded. He made his public entry into the 
capital of Bohemia the fame day on which it 
was taken, and was crowned in the month of 
December. In the mean time, the grand duke 
finding he had not been able to fave the town, 
and that fubfiftence failed in the quarters which 

he 
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he occupied, retired lo^ihe fouthein part of 
the province, and left the command of the ar- 
my to his brother prince Charles of Lorrain. 

During thefe tranfaftions the iting of Pruffia 
made himfelf matter of Moravia, a province 
that lies between Bohemia and Silefia j fo that 
Maria Therefa feenied overpowered on all fides;. 
Her competitor had been crowned archduke of 
Auftria at LIntz ; he had been lately crowned 
king of Bohemia at Prague, from whence he 
went to Franc fort to receive the imperial dia- 
dem, . under the name of Charles VII. All 
the eleftors had fufpended the vote of Bohe- 
mia, while that province remained in the pof- 
feflion of the queen of Hungarv, on pretext;^ 
that a' woman had no light of fufFrage. 
The eleiflor of Bavaria, now mafter of Prague^ 
might at the inftant of election, have made ufe 
of the vote of Bohemia in his own favour ; 
but, as he hod no need of it, hefuffered it to 
lie dormant. 

Marflial BelleiCe,whohad followed himTrorn 
Prague to Frankfort,, appeared rather as one 
of the prmcipal elcdors than as the ambaffadoi- 
of France. He manage,d all the vote?, and 
dire£ted ajl the .negotiations ; he received all 
the honours due to the reprefentative of a king 
who beftowed the imperial crown. The elec- 
tor of Mentz, who is prefidfent of the election, 
gave him the right hand in his own palace, 
and the ambaflador, on the contrary, gave the 
tight hand in his own houf^ to electors only^ 
taking place of ail other princes. His inftruc- 
tions as. plenipotentiary ^^ere delivered to thjs 
German Chancery in French, although that 
court bad formerly required* a-T fuch papers to 

he. 
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be prefented in the Latin tongue, as being the 
proper language of a government which af- 
fumes the tide and denomination of the Roman 
empife, 

Charles Albert was elefled in the moft tran ■ 
quit ankd folemn manner on the 4th of January, 
1742. He now appeared covered wiih glory, 
and at the fummit of happincfs ; hut fortune 
foon put on a difFercntafpedl,. and his very ele- 
vation rendered him one. of the moft unforttt- 
aate- princes upon eaith. 



Rapid difa(lers whiglv followed the fucceffes ©f 
, .-.the E^iperor CHARLES ALBERT of 
Bavaria. 

. Every thing retrieved again by LEWIS XV. 

., -r . ,. •;an4 Marflial Sax«. - 

^'TT^ HE fault that hM been committed in not 
:*■ . providing a fufficient number of cavalry 

'began now to be felt. Marfhal Belleifle was 
ficlc at Francfort, and befides be could not at 
one and the fame time condudt negdtiations, 
and command an army at a diftance. Alifun* 
derftandings began to, arife among the allies, 
the Saxons complained greatly of the Pruffians, 
tbefe of France, and thtfe latter cried out like* 
wife in their turn. 

Maria Therefa was fupported by her own 
magnanimity, and by the money of £nglan||, 
Holland, and Venice, by loans on Flandersi, but 
above all, by the d^efperate ardour of her troopr, 
which {he affembled from all quarters. The 
French army was deftroyed by fatigue, fick- 

nefs, 
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nefs and defertions ^ their leaders had but little 
credit, and recruits were dffficult to be got. 
The French XJki not firtd the fame fortune as 
Guftavus Adolphus, who opened his catHipaign 
in Germany with lefe fhan io,00o men, yet 
in a fhort lime found ^hrs forces encreaftd' to 
' 30,000, augmenting th^m in proporiion as he 
advanced. 

The French army, whi<?h on its Entering Bo- 
hemia, fhould hav« amounted to 45,00b men^ 
confifted on its leaving France of no morje thttn 
32,000, and in this number there was but 8000 
horfe. Every day then weakened the viflori- 
4ms French, and added new ftrength tothc Aa- 
ftrians. PrinceCbarfes ©f Lorrain',' broAffr to 
the Grand Duke, was in the htiH oPBohc- 
mia, at the head of 35,000 effeftive men. The 
country was in his intereftj and he bcga^a^de- 
fenfive war very fijccefsfulfy, by keeping 'the 
enemy in continual alartns, cutting pir their 
convsoys, and harraffing thc^ per{!)cKia1ly on all 
fides, by fwarms of hufiars, Croats, pandpurs,. 
and ta}]Saches. 

The pandouTsareSclavoniahs, ir.hAbltlhg the 
banks of the Dravc, and the Sa^j tlhcy wear 
•long cloaks, and in their girdles they *carry 
. piftols, a fabre, and a poignard. 

The talpaches are Hungitri^ Ufhntry ; they 
go armed with a muiket,' two ptftbls, and a 
fabre. 

The Croats,., called in'Fi'ance cravateSyZre the 
militia of Croatia. 

The hiiflars are Hungarian* tavalry, flaunted 

^iipon fmall horfes, which are extremely fwift 

and hardy. Thefe fall upon, and cut ofF, ad- 

vailccd pofts that are weak and not properly 

fup- 
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fupported with cavalry, which wgs every where 
the cafe. of the French and Bavarian troo|>8. 

The ele<^or of Bavaria thought afmall number 
of troops would be fufficient to fecure a vail extent 
of country, which it was imagined the c,ueeji 
of Hungary was in no condition to retake; but 
herein he was deceived. Every thing was re*» 
take^, and the feat of war was 9t length tranf- 
ported from the Danube to the Rhine. 

Cardinal Flcury, on feeing all his hopes 
difcpncerted, and fo fair a beginning fuc- 
ceeded by fuch a train of diiafters, wrote a 
Jetter to general iConigfeck, which was deli* 
.vered to bim by marfhal Belleifle. In this let- 
ter (he cardinal excufes himfelf on the fcorc of 
the war, which, he fays, was undertaken againft 
ibis confent; and acknowledges, that he ha4 
been hurried out of his own jneafures. " Many 
** peop)j9, feys he, know how ftrenjuoufly X 
<( oppofed the reiolutions which have been 
>^ ^aken; and that I was, in a manner, com- 
'* pclkd to acquiefce in them. Your excellency 
*^ is too well acquainted with all that pailed, 
.*^ not to guefs at the perfon who left nothing 
*^ undone to determine the king to enter into a 
^^ Jeague fo contrary to my liking and my 
•* prij)ciples." 

The only anfwer ihe queen of Hungary 
made, was by cauiing the cardinal's letter to 
be printed. It was eafy to forefee the ill efR-fb 
this letter muft have produced.^In the firft 
place the whole blame of the war was 
thrown upon the very general who was com- 
miffioned to ..negotiate v^ith count Konigfeck ; 
and to render his perfon odious was not the 
w>y to make his ivegotiations fuccefsfui. 

Secondly! 
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Secondly, thU letter pbinly acknowledged a 
weakness in the miniftry 5 and he muft have 
had a very flender knowledge of mankind who 
could not forefee that advantage would be 
taken of this weaknefs, that the allies of France 
would grow cool upon it, and her eaenaies ga- 
ther more courage. 

The cardinal, finding his letter made public, 
wrote a fecond, in which he complains to the 
Aufttian general, and fays, ** That he (hall 
*' not hereafter write his- mind fo freely ia 
*' him.** This fecond letter did him more 
harm than the Hrft. Indeed, he di&vowed them 
both in the public papers 5 and this difavowal, 
of which no one was the dupe, crowned all 
thofe imprudent proceedings that milder judges 
excufed in an old man of eighty-feven, worn 
out with a feries of ill fuccefs. . At length, the 
enppcror offered propofals for a peace to , the 
CQurt of London, and particularly to feculatize 
the two bilhoprics in difpute in favour of Ha- 
nover j but theEnglifh miniftry, not thinking 
the emperor's interpofition in the Icaift neceflary 
towards obtaining thefe biflioprics, infultcd his 
•propofals by making them public, and the em - 
jjeror found himfelf reduced to the neceflity of 
difavowing his offers of peace, as card inal Fleury 
had difowned the war. 

The difpute now became warner than ever ;. 
France on the one hand, and England on the 
other, under the nam? of auxiliarie?, though 
principals in fadt, ftrove to grafp the ballance of 
Europe fword in hrfhd. Holland at length de- 
.clared in favour of Maria Therefa. Germany, 
Flanders, and Italy, were alternately the theatre 
of war, as happened in the year 1701 : and the 

houfc 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 165 

houfe of Bourbon wa«, for the fecond time, ob- 
liged to fnpport a war agaioft almoft all the 
powers of Europe. 

At the beginning of the Chapter concerning 
the WaV between France and England iu 
the Year 1756., 

Vol. VIIL ch. 196. pUROPE, in general, 
page 70. ^^ never beheld fuch glo- 

lious days as from the con- 
cluScn of the peaceof Aix-la-Chapellein 1748, 
to the beginning of the year 1756. Trade flou- 
xilhed from Peterfbourg to Cadiz, the fine arts 
were every where cherilhed, and a mutual in- 
tercourfe fubfifted between all nations ^ fo that 
Europe refembled a large family reconciled, 
a^ter having been long at variance. The new 
misfortunes which were about to befall this part 
of the world, feemcd foretold by the dreadful 
earthquakes which were felt in divers of its 
provinces, but more terribly in Lifbon than 
elfewhere. The greateft part of that capital 
was thrown to the ground, and buried in its 
ruins upwards of thirty thoufand of its inha- 
bitants. This fearful fcourge extended itfelf to 
Spain; the little town cf Setubal (commonly 
called St. Ubcs) was almoft v/holly deftroyed, 
and others confiderably damaged. The fea, 
making a breach over the walls of Cadiz, car- 
ried away every thing it met in its paflage, 
Thefe feocks were not confined to Europe 
alone, the oppofite continent of Africa had its 
Ihare in the defolation ; and the fame day that 
the misfortune befcl Lilbon, a whole nation of 

Arabs 
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Arabs in the neighbourhood of Morocco were 
fwallowed up by the opening of the earth, and 
the cities off Fez and Mequinez were even 
greater fufFcrcrs than Lifbon. 

This dire difafter fhould have made mankind 
look into themfelves, and confider, that, as the 
common vt£Hms of fate, they ought to com- 
fort, inftead of opprefling, each other, l^he Por- 
tuguefe imagined they fhould deprecate the 
wrath of Heaven, by burning the Jews and 
others of their fellow creatures at an Auto da 
Fc, or J^ of Path J as it is called, which other 
nations look upon as an a£t of inhumanity, and 
even at that tinie the other powers of burope 
were preparing to ftain with blood the earth 
that as yet trembled under their feet. 

The firft fatal cataflophre happened in Swe- 
den ; that kingdom had been changed to a re- 
public, in which the fovereign was no more 
than the principal magiftrate. He was obliged 
to comply with the majority of votes in the 
fenate ^ the ftates which were compofed of the 
nobles, the burghers, the clergy, and the pea- 
fants, had a power of altering the laws of the 
fenate, but the king could not. 

Certain of the nobles, more attached to the 
perfon of their prince than to the new laws of 
the country, entered into a confpiracy %gain{l; 
the fenate in his favour, the plot was difcovercd, 
and the confpirators punifhed with death. And 
what in a government purely m.onarchical 
would have pafled for a virtuous and meritori- 
ous deed, was deemed an infamous and trea- 
fonable aft in a country become free. Thus 
the fame aftions are virtuous or criminal ac- 
cording to times and places. 

4 Thb 
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Thi» affair alienated the minds of the Swedes 
from their king, and was partly the occafiotv of 
their declaring war againft Frederick, king of 
Pruflia, whofe fifter had been married to the 
king, of Sweden* 

_ The revolutions which the king of Pruflia 
and his enemies were preparing ^at that time, 
^vere like a flame fmochering beneath the em-' 
l»ers, that feon afterwards burft. forth with 
fury to the defolation of Europe ; but the firft 
fparks came from America. 



The WAR in GERMANY, 

An EleSor of Brandenbourg alone oppofes 
the Hoiifes of Auftrla and Bourbon, and the 
Empires of Germany and Ruifia. 

Memorable Events. 

T EWIS XIV. has been admired for making 
^^ head alone againft Germany, England, 
Italy, and Holland, joined in league againft 
him. We have feen an event ftill more extra- 
ordinary : an eledor of Brandenbourg, who 
aUme has ftood againft the united forces of the 
iioufes of Auftria and Bourbon, Ruifia^ SweJeny 
and one half of the -rrtpire. 

This is a prodigy which can only be attri*- 
buted to the excellent difcipline of his troops, 
and the fup^rior genius of their leader. Chance 
may decide the fate of one battle; but when we 
fee the weaker party refifting thofe fo much fu-- 
perior to him, for the fpace of feven years toge- 
dier, in a country altogether open, we can no 

longer 
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longer fuppofe this to be the work of fortune ; 
and, in this refpeft, the prefent war diflfcrs /rom 
all thofd which have hitherto ravaged the face 
of the earth. 

We have already taken notice that the fe- 
ccnJ king of Pruffia, who was the only fo- 
vereign of Ettsope pofleflfed of a treafure, and 
who had brought his troops to good difci- 
pjine, eftablifhcd a new kind of power in Ger- 
many, We have fcen alfo how the prepara- 
tions made by the father emboldened the fon 
alone* to brave the Auftrian power, and feize 
upon Silefia. 

The emprcfe queen wasl waiting with pati- 
ence for a favourable opportunity to lepoflefs 
herfelf of that province. It wouH formerly 
have been a matter of indifference to the other 
powers of Europe, whether a petty country an- 
nexed to Bohemia belonged to one houfe or to 
another ; but politics, like the other ideas of 
the human mind, having been refined rather 
than improved of late, this trifling difputc has: 
put arms into the hands of above half a million 
of men. There never had been fo great a 
number of effective fighting men, either in the 
crufades, or in the irruptions of the conquerors 
of Afia. The following is the manner in which 
tliis-great fcenc opened. 

Elizabeth, emprefe of Ru^^ was clofely 
allied with the emprefs queen Maria Tlierefa, 
by ancient treaties, by their common intercft, 
which united them againft the Ottoman empire, . 
and by a mutual inclination. Auguftus Ilf. 
king of Poland, and ele<Sor of Saxony, who 
had been reconciled to the emprefs queen, and 
wa« naturally attached to Ruffia, to whom he 
S was 
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VP'as Indebted for his title of king of Poland^ 
was intimately conne(3e(l with toth princefTes* 
'Thefe three powers had each their fubjefts of 
compkint aga"nft Frederick king of Pruffia, 
Maria Therefa faw Silefia rent from her patri- 
mony. Auguftus and his council wanted re*- 
paration for the ravages committed in Saxony, 
by the king of Pruflia, in the war of Forty -one, 
and there were fome complaints of a perfonal 
nature between that monarch and the emprefs 
Elizabeth. 

Thefe three powers, aU equally cxafperated 
againft the king of Pruflia, entered into the 
rnoft intimate correfpondence, the effe£h of 
which were greatly feared by that prince. Au- 
flria was augmenting her forces, thofeof Eliza- 
beth were ready 4 but the king of Poland, 
ele^or of Saxony, was not In a condition to 
undertake any thing; his eleftoral finances 
were exhaufted, and he had no place of any 
ftrength to flop the Pruflians from marching to 
Drefden. ~ And as order and cecondhiy had ren- 
dered Brandenbourg a formidable fl;ate, diffipa- 
tion and negled had enfeebled Saxony j and the 
Saxon council were not eafily to be perfuaded 
to enter Into meafures that might have proved 
of fatal confequenc^ to tlie ftate. 

The king of Pruflia, without any hefitaiion, 
and without confulting any one, took himfelf 
the refolntion, in the year 1755, to be before 
hand with thofe powers uhofe proceedings 
had given him fo much umbrage. He began by 
making an alliance with the king of England^ 
dcQoT'of Hanover; he fecured the landgrave 
of Heffc-CaflTel, and the houfe of Brunfwick ; 
sind thus g^ve up his alliance with France^ 

I It 
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It was at this period, as we have elfewhere 
obferved *, that the ancient feuds between the 
houfes of Bourbon and Auftria, which had fub- 
lifted ever fmce the time of the emperor Charles 
V. and Francis I. of France, gave place to a 
reconciliation and friendly union, which ap- 
peared fincere and permanent, and which greatly 
furprifcd all Europe. This union was, by the 
Englilh parliament, called an unnatural alliance ; 
but when the Engl ifh wanted to reign maflers, 
it was a very natural one, and in no w^ife con- 
travened the peace of Weftphalia. It appeared 
highly probable that thefe two powerful houres, 
thus united and Ycconded by Ruflia, Sweden, 
and fevcral of the German powers, might keep 
the reft of Europe in awe. 

The treaty was figned at Verfailles, be- 
tween Lewis XV, and Maria Therela. The 
abbe de Bernis, afterwards cardigal, had the 
folc honour of bringing about this famous 
treaty, which overturned all the edifice of 
cardinal Richelieu, and, in all appearance, 
ercfted another, more noble and extenfive on 
its ruins. De Bernis was foon afterwanis made 
minifter of ftate, andalmoft as fcon di'graced. 

This ftep only ferved to make the king of 
Piufili more alert to take the field. He marched 
his troops into Saxony, which was m a man- 
ner defencclcfs, defigning to make this province 
a kind of rampart againft the Auftrian power, 
and a way to come at her more effedlually. He 
inrmediately made himfelf mafter of Leipfick, 
and a parj of his army appeared before the gates 

>■ f " ■ I ■ I ■III . — 

, • Sec Vol. VIII. chap, cicv, pag. 73. 
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of Drefden. King Auguftus thereupon retired, 
as his father had done before the vidorious 
Charles XII. He quitted his capital, and went 
to his camp at Pirnau, in the neighbourhood 
of Konigftein, on the road to Bohemia, and 
on the bonders of the Elbe, where he thought 
hfmfelf in fafety. 

Frederick then enters Drefden as a mafter, 
though under the name of a protedior. The 
queen of Poland, daughter to the emperor 
Jofeph, had refufed to join her confort in his 
flight, and remained in the city. They de- 
manded of her. the keys of the public archives ; 
aAd upon. her refufing to deliver them up, pre- 
pared to break open the doors. The queen then 
places herfelf in their way, hoping that* they 
would refpedl her perfon and courage; but, 
without regarding either, they forcibly opened, 
in her fight, the facred depofits of the ftate. 
It was efpecially neceffary for the king of Pr'uf- 
(ia to get into his hands authentic proofs of 
the defigns of the eledlor of Saxony againfl: him,, 
He fucceeded, and found fufficient teftimonies 
of the apprehenfions they had of him ; and yet 
thefe very apprehenfions, which ought to have 
induced the court of Drefden to put nfdf in a 
pofture of defence, only ferved to make it the 
viftim of a powerful neighbour; and it was too 
late perceived, that Saxony, confidering the 
lituation in which it had been for fucha num- 
ber of years, ought tt) ha\re given all its atten- 
tion to "warlike conqerns inftead of pjeafure. 
There are certain fituations, in which the only 
alternative left is to prepare for refiftance, to 



conquer or to f erifh. 
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On the firftnews of this invafion, the auHc 
council of the empire declared the king of 
Pruffia a difturber of the public peace, and a 
rebel ; but it was not eafy to gi^e this denun- 
ciation any weight againft a prince who had 
an hundred and fifty thoufand fighting men un- 
der his command. He anfwered their edids 
by giving battle to the Auftrian army ; whence 
he marched to that on the corfines of Bohemia, 
near a village called Lowofitz. 

This fiift battle was not decifive^, as to the 
numbers flain on either fide ; but it proved fo 
with refpeft to its confequences. The king, 
in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the Auftrians, 
blocked up the Saxons in their camp atPirnau; 
and the king of Poland's little army, cor.fifting 
only of about thiiteen or fourteen thoufand 
men, furrendcred prifoners of war, in a week 
After the battle. 

Auguftus, in this very extraordinary cap'tu- 
lation, which was the only military event that 
happened between him and the king of Pruflia, 
only requefied that his own regiment of guards 
might not be made prifoners; but he was 
anfwered by Frederick, ** that he could not 
•' grant that requeft, for that he was very cer* 
^* tain thefe guards would ferve againft him, 
*' and he did not chufe to be at the trouble of 
*' taking them twice." This reply was a ter- 
rible leflbn to all princes to make tbemfelves 
powerful, when they have a powerful neigh- 
bour. 

The king of Poland, having thus loft his 
/eleftorate and his army, was neceflitated to ap- 
ply to his enemy for paflports, to carry him in^- 
io ?ola;id, whiph w/ere very readily granted ; 

and 
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and they had moreover the infulting poHteneCr 
to furnifh him with poft-horfes. He went then 
from his hereditary into his eleflive dominions, 
where he found not a fingle perfon willing to 
take up arms to fupport their fovereign. The 

^ whole eleftoratc of Saxony was put under cort-* 
tiibution, and the king of Pruffia found fuffi- 
cient fupplies in the countries he had invadedr 
to defray the expences of carrying on the war. - 
The queen of Poland, who had not followed 
her hufband, remained behind in DrefJeny 
where (he died a ihoTt time afterwards of 
griff. All Europe phied the fufferings of this 
diftreffed family ; but in the courfc of thefc 
calamities, there were a thoufand other families 
that experienced as great fufferings, though not 
of fo public a riatun?. The civil magiftrates of 
Leipfick made remonftrances againft the con- 
tributions whrch the vidor had impofed on 
them, and which tftey dechrcd themfelvc^ ut- 
terly incapable of raifing: they were anfwered 
by being thrown into prifon-, and they paid ther 
:^ms demanded. 

Never have h many battles been fought as 
during the courfe of this war. The Ruffians 

♦entered the Pruffian territories by the way of 
Poland. The French, now auxiliaries to the 

Suecn of Hungary, fought for the recovery of 
ilefia ; a country^ which a few years, be- 
fore, they had affifted to take from her, when 
allies of the king^ of Pruffia. The king of* 
England, whohadformerly fhewn himfelfthe 
moflzealous fupporter of the houfe of Auftria, 
was now become its' moft formidable enemy. 
Sweden, that' in the preceiing war, had ftruck 
ac the very exiftence of that houfe, now fent 
I 1 its* 
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Its forces to ferve in its armies againft the king 
of Pruflia, for a fubfidy of nine hundred thou- 
fand franks : thefe troops were guilty of the 
Icaft ravages of any. 

Germany now beheld itfelf torn to pieces 
by many more national troops than in the 
famous thirty years war. 
" While the Pruflians were marching through 
Poland to the affiftance of the emprefs queen, 
the French entered Gepmariy, by the duchy of 
Cleves, and by Wefel, which had been aban- 
doned by the PruiTians, and took ail the coun- 
try of Hefie ; they then bent their march to- 
wards the eleSorate of Hanover, in order to 
give battle to an army of Englilh, Hanoverianf, 
and Heffians, commanded by the fame duke of 
Cumberland who had attacked Lewis XV. at 
Fontenoy, 

The king of Pruffi^ went in fearchof the 
Auft/ian army in Bohemia, and at the fajne 
time left a confiderable body of ^rotps to mafce^ 
head againft the Ruffians. The troops of the 
empire, called the army of execution, were order- 
.ed to penetrate into Saxony, ,m)w eiitirely in the 
pofleffion of the Pruffians. Thus Garmany 
\ya§ at once a prey tfy fix formidable armie^, 
that devoured her very vitals. - • . 

The king of Pruffia marched immediately 
to attack prince Charles pf Lorrain^ the em- 
peror's brother, and general Brown, near 
JPrague. The battle was. bloody; butthePruC- 
fian army proved vidlorious, and obJlgcfl a part 
of the Auftrian infantry to take ftielter iir th|B 
city of Prague, in which they were blocked up 
by the viSoiious troops? for above two mojyths. 
There were a great number of\ princes in the 

tOWQ. 
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town. Provifions began to grow fcarce, and 
it was generally believed that Prague would fall 
a facrifice, and that the houfeof Auftria would 
fufFer more from Frederick than it had done 
from Guftavus Adolphus. 

But the conqueror loft all the fruits of his 
fuccefs, by grafping at every thing at once. 
Count Cailnitz, prime minifter of the emprefs 
queen* a man as a(Slive in the cabinet, as the 
king of Pruffia was in the field, had already 
aflembled an army under the command of mar- 
flial Daun. The king of PrufTia did not hefi- 
tate an inftant to attack this armj^, in hopes 
that the reputation of his late vrdtories would 
ftrike a terror into the enemy's troops. This 
arrtiy once difperfcd, Prague muft neceflarily 
capitulate after a fhort bombardment; and he 
Was then abfolute mafter of Germany. Mar- 
Ihal Daun had entrenched his army on the 
brow of a hill. The Pruffians attacked the 
trenches feven different times, with incredible 
fiiry, and were as often repulfbd. Frederick 
left near twenty-five thoufar.d men, killed 
wounded, runaways, and deferters. Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, who was (hut up in Prague, 
made a fally, and purfued the Prufiians The 
change in the face of things wa^j now as great 
as the king of Pruflia's hopes- and exploits had 
^>een before this event.' 

The French, on their fide, powerfully fupport- 
ed Maria Therefa, The marechal d'Eftrees 
ijirho commanded their army, had already pafled 
the Wefer, and followed clofe upon the duke 
of Camberland, who was rharching towards 
Minden 5 he came up with that general at Haf- 
teobeck; gave hihfi battle, and gained a complete 
I 4 vi^ory. 
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viflory. The princes of Condi and la Marche 
C^«// gave the firft proofs of their military td- 
knts m this battle, and the blood-royal of France 
difputed the honour of the field with that of 
England. And here let us obferve, that,, by feme 
intrigues at court,.the marfhald'Eftrees had been 
removed from the command of the army, and 
the orders were already gone fortb to put this af- 
front upon him, when he gained this vidiory. 
The courtiers pretended to find fault with him 
for not having conquered the whole eleftoratc 
©f Hanover, and not having masched as far as 
Magdebourg. They thought that every thing 
was to be terminated in a fingle campaign. 
Such was the confidence of the French court in 
the year 1741, whenyafter having made an em- 
peror, it thought to difpofc of all the dominions 
of the houfe of Auftria j and in the beginning 
of the age of Lewis XIV. when that monarch 
and Philip V. of Spain, having made themfeJvcs 
inafters of Italy and Flanders, and being fci- 
conded by two electors, thought to give la*ws to 
alt Europe^ and found them felves miferably de^ 
ceived. 



Continuation of Memorable Events* 

The Englifli Army obliged to capitulate. The 
Affair of Rofbach. Revolutions. 

'X' H E French miniftry bad difpatched mar- 
-* fhal Richelieu to take the command of the 
army from d'Eftrees, before it was acquainted 
with the important vidory that general bad- 
gained. Marlhal Richelieu^ remarkable for xh^ 

charrai^ 
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ehAttns of his perfon and underftanding, and fa- 
mous by the defence of Genoa and the taking of 
Minorca, marched to give the duke of Cumber- 
hnd battle, whom he obliged to retreat befort 
him as far as the mouth of the Elbe, where 
he compelled^ him to capitulate with his whole 
army. This capitulation was more (ingular 
and gloriousT' than the moft complete viSory 
would have been. By th^ articles of the con- 
vention, tlie duke of Cumberland obliged him- 
ftlf to retire beyond 'tht Elbe^ and to leave the 
country open to th^e operations of the- Frenchr^ 
a^ainft the king of Pruitta. • 

The ruin of that monarch 'now feennfed inevit- 
able. The fevere defeat he had met with before ' 
Prague, and another ' where his troops - had 
fufFered near Landfliut on the confines of Sile- 
fia, and latelj* a battle, which 'he had hazarded 
with the RulHans, and tn which neither fide had 
the vi(£lory, had -weakened him almoft beyond 
a poflibihiy of recovery.. 
. He was in danger of being^hemmed in on one 
ffde by the army undtr marfhal Riehclieu, and 
by that of the empire on the other, while the 
Auftrians and Ruffians were marching into the 
heart of Silefia. His deftrudtion now feemed fo ' 
certain, that the Aulic council no longer kept 
any meafures, but openly declared him to have 
incurred the ban of the empire, and to have 
forfeited all his fiefsi rights, privileges, immuni- 
ties, &c. Nay, he himfelf feemed to think his. 
feuation altogether defperate, and that nothing : 
was left him but a glorious death. On this oc- 
caiion^ he made a kind of a phildTophical tefta*; 
ni^nt ; and fo little was his mind afFedted with ' 
tkii feries of misfomunes, that he wrote it in-i 

1 5^ Fj:«HGh^ 
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French verfe. I am perfuaded this anecdote h 
akogether new> and fingular in its kind. 

The prince of Soubife, a < general of intre- 
pid courage, great prudei^ce, and regularity 
of condu(^, marched to give hi^ battle in 
Saxony, at the head of a ftrong army, which 
the miniftry had further reinforced by a part of 
that under marihal Richelieu, This army was 
joined by that of the circles^ .commanded by 
the prince of Hildebourghaufeiitt. ; 

Frederic)c, thus furrounded on all fides by 
enemies, advanced with a refolutiou to fell hid 
life dear, and peri(h in the midft of Soubffe's 
ranks, at the fame time that he took alj the ne- 
ceiTary precautions to gain the vi£lpry. He 
went to reconnoitre the joint armies, and then 
made a retreat, in order to fecure an advantage* 
ous pofition for his own. The prince of Hil- 
debourghaufen was for attacking him without 
delay. This refolutlon was neceflarily followed 
by the French,who a(Sled only as auxiliaries; and 
they advanced into the neighbourhood of Rof- 
bach and Marsbourg, and marched towards the 
Pruffians, \vho were concealed under their 
tents ; when, on a fudden, the tents are ftruck, 
and the whole Pruflian army is feen advancing 
in order of battle between tv^o hills lined with 
artillery. 

At this unexpefted fight the French and im- 
perial troops were flruck with aftoniihipent. 
The French fold iery had for feme years been 
taught the Pruffian exercife, which had been af- 
terwards altered in feveral of its evolutions, 
fo that the men no longer knew what they were 
at, their former way of fighting was a hazard, 
and they were npt fufSciently mafters of the 
I new 
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new method. When they faw the Pruffians 
advancing towards them in this extraordinary 
difpofition, which was utterly unknown to all 
other nations, they thought they beheld their 
mailers. The Pruflian artillery was likcyvife 
much better ferved than that of the combined 
army. The imperial troops gave way almoft 
at the firft onfet. The French cavalry was 
broke by the Pruflian cannon 5 a general p'annic 
prevailed j the whole body of French infantry 
retreated before fix battalions of the enemy: 
\n ihort, it «Quld not be called a battle, but a 
powerful army that prefented itfelf in a pofture 
to fight, and then ran away. The event of 
next day is unparalleled in hifiory, only two 
regiments of Swifs remain on the field of 
battle. The prince of Soubife rode up to thpfe, 
and putting himfelf at their head, made them 
file ofF by flow degrees. This extraordinary 
day's work once more changed the face of 
affairs. 

, . At this very time frefh difafters befel the ar- 
my under marfhal Richelieu, which had been 
greatly weakened by the draughts the nriinillry 
had made from it. The court of France re- 
fufed to ratify th^ convention which the marflhal 
^ had obliged the duke of Cumberland to fub- 
fcribe. The Englifli court therefore thought 
thcmfelves (not without juflice) rekafed from 
their engagements. The ratification, after^ 
wards figned at Verfailles, did not arrive till 
five days after the misfortune at Rofbach, an<l 
jhe Englifh in a fhort time retook the whole 
eleQorate of Hanover. 

Extraordinary and unprecedented 9s was the 

affair of Roibach, it was not more fo tfi^n wiiat 
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was done by the king of Pruffia after that ua^ 
cxpeded viSory. He haftened into Sitefia^. 
where his troops had been beaten by the Auftri* 
ans ; who had made tbemfclres mafters of 
SchwciJnitz and Brefiau. But for this great 
diligence of his, Silefia had been wholly lofl, 
and the battle of Rofbach would have been of 
jno advantage to him. 

In about a month's time became up with tW 
Auftrian army, which he immediately attacked 
with the grcatcft fury. The engagement lafted 
upwards of five hours, when vifiory declared 
wholly in favour of Frederick, vfho im- 
mediately took pofleffion of Schweidnitz and 
Crtflau. After this there followed a conrinuaf 
viciflitude of battlcs;,loft and worn TheErenclt 
were, for the mpft part, always- unfortunate ; 
but their court was. not in the leaftdifcouxagedr 
on the contrary, it exerted, itfelf to the utmoft 
to fend freQj fupplits of troops into Germany. 

The king of Pruflia^ on his fide, was weak-^- 
ened by the numerous battles he fought ; info- 
much, that the Ruffians took from him the 
whole kingdom of Pruffia, and laidw.afte all. 
Pomeranid, while he was ravagiftg Saxony.^ 
The Auftrlans and Ruffians fucceigvely enter 
Berlin. Almoft all the treafiire hi§ father and- 
himfelf had acnafljed was neceflarily fpent in. 
this war, alike ruinous, to all parries; and he 
xyas obliged to haye recourft to thp Engliftf for 
fubfidies. The Auftrians, French, and Ruf- 
iians, without being difcoucaged * by. their bad 
fwccelTes, followed"him wherever he-went. His . 
family dared not to remain in Berlin^ which 
was continually expofed to the iofults of the 
enefliy y ani as to hinoftlf, after aicries of for* 

tiui^e- 
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innate events, he was, in* 1 762, intrenched under' 
the cannon of Brcflau. Maria Thercfa ftemc*' 
on theeve of recovering aH SBeiia ; Frederick 
had loft Drefden^. and aH that part of Saxony 
which borders upon Bohemia 5 the king of Po- 
land flattered bimTelf with the hopes of reco- 
vering his hereditary dominions^ when thedeath- 
of Elizabeth, emprefs of Ruffia, gave a new 
turn to the face of affairs, which had already 
undergone fo many changes* 

The new eraperor, Peter III.' had foracon-^ 
fiderable tiraei)een ftcretlya friend -to- the king» 
of Pruiiia. He now not only made peace witiv 
him ,thc inftant he came to the throne; but be- 
came his ally agaihft the emprefs-quecn, whom^ 
his predeceilbr Elizabeth had fb wax^iy and^ 
oonftantly befriendtfd: Thusy by- » ftfdden« 
change^ the king of Pruffidj who h^di>een fa- 
hardly prefledhy the-Atiftrian and Ruffian forces^- 
in concert, nowtprepared to enter Bohemia with* 
the 9ffiftance of thofe very Ruffians who had^ 
fought againfV him Irat afew weeks before- » 

But this new flate of affairs was again over-> 
turned almofl as foon as formed, by a fudden. 
revolution in thbfe of Ruffia. 

The new czar- wanted to repudiate his wife, . 
which flirred up the whole nation againft him, 
whofe affeftions he ought to have endeavoured^ 
te gairr. Hrs wife obviated the d^fign againft 
her, the^ army and the people declared in her 
favour, and Peter III. was confined nn prifon 5 
where he died, in-a few days after, of a violent*- 
ik of the cholitf, to which- he was fubjeift; 

The king of Pruffia, though left tohimfelf,' 
refolvcd to continue the war. But what would'v 
hflwe.bcea the.confequence of this chaosof.e-j 
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vents ? The fpilli^g of a prodigious quaarity ot 
blood; the raifmg numerous armies, which 
would have done much more mifchiefs than 
great exploits j the exhauiling whole nations 
for quarrels whh which they had nothing to 
do ; the deftruflion and plundering of num* 
berleis towns i and, laftly, the ruining the fi* 
nances of thofe priDices who had a fliare in the 
war. 

And what are become of the prodigious fums 
that have been Uvifhed in this bloody conten- 
tion ? Why, they are hidden in the coffers of 
two or three hunded private perfons, who a£led 
as pay-inafters and commiilaries to the refpec- 
tive arn)ies ; the contradors and bankers of 
Frankfort, Han^burgh, Dantzick, and Holland, 
have mad^ im;menfe fortunes ; and the Germans 
arc b^U^r fpldiers and richer tradefmen than 
they fever were before. Thofe difafters, which 
made every one tremble, will fpeedily be for- 
gotten, and loft in the croud of general events, 
or fwajlowed up in a fucn^eilion o^ new changes. 

The ENGLISH Victorious in the Four 
Quarters of the World. 

WHEN marflial Richelieu, in 1756, laid 
ficge to Port Mahon, the capital of the 
ifland of Minorca, the £ngli(h feat out admi- 
ral By n^, with a ftrong navai force, todiive the 
French-fleet off the ifland, and raife the fiege. 

The Englifli, who loojced upon themfelves 
as mafters of the fea, were incenfed at admiral 
Byng foi" not having beaten the French fleet: 
they accufeJ him with having ktpt at top great 
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A diftance /rpm the .Fjce0«ih a^oiiral : he wa» 
tried for his life by a council of war, called Jn 
jhat cpuntry.a £vu^t':m^rt^l^ .who condemned 
him to be (hot. The foftteoce Wa» uaanimoufly 
confirmed by the king, pad council.. Never, 
4>erhap^, wgs tber? ^n inAaac^ of a more feivere 
femence. , 

. At this time tM^XP app^ajjed A book, intituledi, 
*' Ap Eftimate pf jt)a« Manners of jhc Tjmes," 
of which there w^^is. na l^fi; than five.editiDos 
printed off in Lc^op in the fpace of. three 
months. In this treatife,. .the .author praves^ 
that the Englilh^Mtjooww., entirely degene- 
jated.; that the i?aore exfepfive its trade, the 
^2|rer it was to..it$ ruin; that it was wrong to 
pake u{e of the riches it pofftfled i that its inv 
habitants were. jiD longer fo.r.Qhuft and hardy as 
^n former times; that,it$ fQlc}i.er6 had loft their 
CQurage; and that this was owing to the great 
number of philofophers, . who were Xo. wicked 
^nd fenfelef^ as to acknowledge only one God, 
and to be neither Church: pf England-nien, 
Wefbytienan^, Qy^kers, Memnonifts, nor Ana*- . 
l)aptifts. We ©ftep n^eet.wilh writings of this 
kind in France, of which no one takes any no- 
tice : but this roufod the fenfibihty of the Eng- 
lifl^ 99tipn, and produced the following confe- 
quences. 

They attacked, ^Imoft at one and the fame 
time, all the fea-coafts of France, and her pof- 
feffions in Afia, Africa, and America. 

^Fhe firft conquetf they made was of Chan- 
denagore, an important port the French poflefled 
at the entry of the Qanges in the Ea ft- Indies. 
This was the great warehoufe for all the -curi- 
ous 
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eos merchandizes we'hav^ chit 6f the m6gul% 

couDCry:* . 

The.Engiiih and Freireh Eaft-India compa- 
n\ts» as< hoi already been obferved, had for a 
coniiderable time carried oh their trade in that 
part.o^ the world fword in hand, and had en^ 
gaged in their quarrels the nabobs or rajas of^ 
5ic country^ who arte- kind of viceroys, or ra- 
ttier petty kings^ fotbetitnei in^pendenr, and 
at others fubjedt to the great nfioguly according 
to the greater or lefsabilkiet) of that emperor; 
that'is, as- be was more or lefe powerftrl^ 

After taking the town artd^fort of Ghande-^ 
nagore, the Engliih' continued - without inters, 
miffioato ruin the* French trade in Jndia. The 
mogul government was fobaid and weak, that 
it could not prevent the European traders from 
forming alliances, and making war upon eacbr 
other, even in the heart of the empire. The 
Englifii in particular had^th^ boMnefs to attack 
Surat, one ofthe fineft and largeft trading cities 
in India, and 'which belonged to the emperor^, 
which they took and plundered, deftroying all 
the French warehoufes^ and carrying off an- 
immenfe booty j an a<ft for which every Eng- 
Iffhman ought to have 'been driven out of the 
country : but fuch was the. inability of the 
weak, though fplendid court of the great mo** 
gu],that it did not even dare to take any notice j 
ef this flagrant outrage *. . 



* This IS only -one inftance of many> in the courfe oC * 
(his work, in which Mr. de Voltaire has evidently departed 
fiom the impartiality of anhiftorian, to indulge a nationaf. 
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At length, after having forcibly taken almofl: 
all the (hips belonging to the French Eaft Indra 
company, they laid fiege to Pondichcrry, which 
was ncit defended as in the time of its governor 
M. Dupleix ; but furrendered at difcrction : ft> 
tbat the French had nothing then left in th^t 
part of the world, but the regret of having ex- 
pended immenfe fums, during the fpace of forty 
years, to fupport a company that had never 
been of the lead advantage to the ftate, haxi 
BOt even made a (Ingle divklend to the propri- 
etors or creditors out of the produce of its 
trade ; that had fubfifted altogether by under- 
hand dealings, and had been fupported only by 
a part of the farm upon tobacco, which had 
been granted to it by the king : a memorable^ 
though perhaps ufelefs, example of the little 
knowledge the French have hitherto had of the 
extenftve and ruinous trade to Indk. 

While the EnglMh were thus ruining the 
French, both by fea and land, m the Eaft, 
they likewt^fe drove them out of the Weft- 
Indies. The French were in pofieffion of the 
river of Senegal, one of the branches of the 
Niger, where they had fcveral forts, and car* 
ried on a confiderable trade in elepha^ht^ teeth, 
gold duft» and negroes, which latter were foltl 
by their princes like beafts of burden, and wljo 
fometimes fell their own children, or even 
themfelves, for flaves to the EuTOpeanS, who 
carry them over to America. The Eftglifh 
took all the fbrt^ the French had built irtthefe 
countries, together with all the valuable com^ 
m^dities they were poflefled ofj to tieQ valVie of 

tluree millions of. livxes* 

Tbc^ 
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The lift fettlement the French had now left 
in this part of Africa was Goree, which footi 
after furreodered at difcretion ; and France was 
nQW ftripped of all her pofTeflions in that part 
of the world. 

But her lofles in America were ftill greater. 
Without entering into a detail of the feveral 
engagements between the two nations, and the 
taking of all our forts one after another, let it 
fuffice to fay, that the Englifh made themfelves 
mafters of Loui{bu^gh for the fecond time; 
that place bein^ as ill fortified, and badly pro- 
vided, as it had-been the firft. In fhort, the 
Englifti, almoft at the fame time, took Sura% 
at the n>ouch of the river Ind^is, and made 
themfelves mafters of Quebec, and all Canada, 
at the extremity of North-America ; the 
French troops, who had run the rifle of an en- 

Sagement in order to fave Quebec, having been 
^featedj and almoft all cur in pieces. 
At the (ame time, likewife, that the Englith 
were thus vigoroufly attacking the French on 
the continent of America, they caft their eyes 
upon the iflands belonging to that crown ; and 
GuadalPHpe, a fmall but flourifhlng fettlemertt, 
where the beft fug«:s^are made, ^i into their 
hands alinpft virithout^ftriking a blo^% 
, Tb«y afterwards took Marrinico, which was 
the.bcft and richeft of all the French colonies. 

France could never have met with fuch a fe- 

lies 4>f misfortunes, had (he not loft almoft all 

the ^ips fht feat out to prevent them ; no 

iboner did a fleet put to Tea, but k ,was either 

-t?k?n or.^i^ftroyedi new feips were put upon 

- the flocks, or fitted oui to.tt^air the former 

lofs: 
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lofs : but this was only working for the Englifli, 
into whofc hands they were certain of falling, 
almofl as foon as they had left their harbours. 

.When the government, in order to revenge 
itfelf for fo many lofles, meditated a defcent 
upon Ireland 5 this project, after cofting iin- 
menfe fums, proved aboruve ; for no fooner had 
the fleet defigned to make this defcent, left the 
port of Breft, than the fhips, of which it con- 
fided, were all of them difperfed or taken by 
the eneimy, or loft in the mouth of a little river 
called t}\Q Villaine, whither they bad run in vain 
ifor fhelter. The Englifli a'ter this took the 
iilaoa of Bclleifle in fight pf ;hfi French coa<]t, 
from whence no fuccours could be fent to its 
afRftance. • 

Never had the Englifli fo great a fuperiority 

by fe^p ; tboug,h they have always been ma- 

. fiers 'ovijr. the ' French . in that ekment. They 

ruiqeci the French navy in the year 1741 5 an,d 

utterly .deftroycd that of Lewis Xlv. in the 

war for the Spanifli fucceflipn. r Th^y. weiie 

fnaftcrs of the fea in the reign of Lewis XII^. 

and Henry IV. .^nd ftill more fo in the unfortu^- 

xj^tc times of the league. Henry VIII. <jf Erig- 

.i^d had the fame advantage. oy<s*r. Francis I, . , 

If ydu look faa^k tp. former times,, yo.'u will 

find that the fltets of 'Charles VI. 'an,d Philip of 

Valois could never make head againft thdfe of 

Henry V. and Edward III. ' j 

But what can }>e the reafon of this continual 

fupcriority ? Is it not that the fea is the eflen- 

tial clement of the Englifli j vvher/cas. tfie French 

can upon occafion do without ii, ^nd that every 

nation (as we have elfewhere obferved) always 

fuccecds bed in thofe things of which it fl:ands 

ab. 
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abfolutely in need ? May it not arife from the 
capital of England being a fea-port, whereas 
Paris, the metropolis of France, fees only a feW 
boats pafling upon" the Seine ? Or, laftly, may 
not the Englifh climate ind foil produce men 
of a more vigorous and robuflr habit of body, 
and minds more fitteJ to labours and fatigues, 
than that of France, in the fame manner as it 
produces dogs^ and horfes more proper for the 
chace ? But then, on the other hand, we know 
that the inhabitants of all that part of thp coaft 
of France, from Bourdeaux toPicardy and Flan- 
ders, are capable of undergoing the hardeft la- 
bours ; and the province of Normandy alone 
has heretofore conquered all England. 

Affair's were in this deplorable fituation bofb 
by fea and land, when there arofe a p^rfon of 
an aflive and enterprizing genius, who under- 
took to retrieve all. He was fenfible that France 
was not able, by her own ftrengtH alone^ to 
repair the loffes flie had fufta:incd. He there- 
fore engaged the court of Spain to efpoufe h6r 
•quarrel : he united all the branches of the houfe 
of Bourbon in one common cafuff; and made 
"the interefts of Spain, 'Auftria, and Frande, the^ 
fame. Portugal was in fa£t a kind pfprbyincc 
to England, who drew from thence near, five 
millions yearly: it was therefore thought! ad- 
visable to ftrike the fir ft blow here ;. and don^ 
Carlos, lately become king of Spain, by the 
death of his brother, determined to invade- the 
Portuguefe tcrritorres . This was, perhaps, one 
of the greatcft flrokes in politics thatis'to be. 
ijiet with In'hiftory. ■ '" 
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, THE 
INTERIOR GOVERNMENT 

OF 

F R AN C E. - 



Diipute? and Encounters, from the Year ly^o 
to the Year 1762. 

A ConCderable time before the breaking out 
'^*' of this war, as alfo during its courfe, the 
interior government of France had been di- 
fturbed by the old and inextinguifhable difput€ 
between the fecular and ecclefiaflical jurifdidi- 
ons,as the limits of neither have notasyet been 
properly afcertained, as is the cafe in England, 
and many other countries, particularly in Ruf- , 
fia : this will prove the fource of dangerous dif- 
fcntions, fo long as the rights of the crown, . 
an.J thofe of the different orders of the ftate, re- 
main in difpute. 

In the year 1750 we had a minifter of the 
finances, who had the courage to order the 
clergy and religious orders^ to deliver in a ftate 
of their efFefts, in order that the king might fee . 
from their revenues what they owed to the go- 
vernment. Nothing could be more juft and 
equitable than this propofal; but it was attend- 
ed with confequcnces that had the appearance 
oi facrilege. The old bifliop of Marfeilles 
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wrote to the comptroller-general as follows, 
*^ Do not put yourfelf under the neceflity of 
difobeyingjeither God or the king ; you cannot 
but know to whom you owe the prercrence." 

This letter, fent in the name if a fuperan- 
nuated prelate, who could not write, was, in 
reality, the work of a Jefuit, mmed ie Maire^ 
who had the dircdlion of the confcience of him 
and his houfhold, and was a ^fanatic from^- prin- 
ciple, which are ever the nloft dangerous kind 
of people. 

The minifter then was obliged to drop his 
defrgn, which he ought not to have undertaken, 
unlefs he could have gone through with it. 
Some of the clergy took advantage of this, and 
endeavoured to cut out work for the govern- 
rrient by founding the alarm upon fpiritual mat- 
ters, hoping that the general confufion would 
prevent any attack being made upon their tem- 
porals. They knew that the bull Unigeniius 
was held in abhorrence by the common people ; 
they accordingly refolved to oblige all dying 
perfons to give a certificate or billet of confef- 
fion, which billets were to be flgned by thofe 
priefts who were fticklers for the bull^ without 
which there could be no extreme unftion, nor 
adminiftration of the facrament in the laft mo- 
ments ; and thefe two comforts were refufed 
without pity to all thofe who were appellants 
(that is, who objefted to the bull) or who con- 
feffed themfelves to appellanis; ' The archbi- 
(hop of Paris joined in this fcheme more through 
a dogmatical zeal than the fpirit of cabal. 

"And now every family was alarmed, all 
fchifm was renounced, thofe who were called 
Janfenifts began to declare openly, that if it was 

fo 
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fo difficult to obtain the facraments, people would 
very foon learn to do without them, as wdl as 
they did in fo many other countries. 

The curate of St. Stephen du Mont> a. little 
p^rifh in Paris, having refufed the facrament to 
acounfellor of theChatelet,the parliament threw 
the curate into prifon. . 

Tfie king, obfervingthefe beginnings of a little 
civil wa^" between his parliament and the clergy, 
forbad his courts of judicature to concern 
themfelves in matters relating to the facraments, 
referving the cognizance thereof for his privy 
council. The parliaments complained that this 
order took from them the exercife of the general 
police of the kingdom, and the clergy could not . 
with patience fulfer that the royal authority 
{hould pretend to decide in religious contro* 
verfies. 

Matters began nov/ to grow warm ' on all 
lijdes, when the place of fupeiior to an hofpital 
for young women falling vacant, and the arch- 
bifhop of Paris pretending that he had the fole 
right of nomination, the flames of difcord be- 
gan to break out with fury. 

The parliament oppofed the archbifliop*s pre- 
tenfions ; and the king having given it, in his 
favour, the parliament defifted from its fundlions, 
and refufed to adminiftejr juftice. The king 
found himfelf urider the neceflity of fending his 
mufqueteers with letters dc cachet to all the 
members of that court, commanding them to 
refume their fundions, on pain of being punifli- 
ed fcrdifobedience. 

Upon this the chambers continued to fit as 
ufual, but when any caufes came to be tried, 
there was no advQpate found to plead. This 

rc- 
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refemblcd in. fomc manner the times of the 
league, but without the horrors of civil war. 
It was rather a matter of folly and ridicule. 

This folly, however, was perplexing. The 
king determined to extinguilh by moderation 
thelefparks which might have lighted up a dan- 
gerous flame, and to this end exhorted the clergy 
not to make ufe of unwarrantable feverities. The 
parliament likewife refumed all its funSions. 

But it was not long before the billets of con- 
feiHon made their appearance again, and fome 
frcih refufak of the facraments fet all Paris a 
murmuring. The curate of St. Stephen's be- 
fore mentioned being found guilty of a fecorid 
prevarication, was fent for before the parlia- 
ment, who prohibited him, and all other cu- 
rates from giving the likecaufe of fcandal for the 
future, under pain of forfeiting their tempora- 
lities. •By the fame arret the archbifhop of Paris 
was invited to exert h« authority in putting an 
end to this caufe of complaint. The term in- 
vited feemed to agree with the plan of modera- 
tion adopted by the king. But the archbifhop, 
not bearing that a fecular court of jufticcfhould 
even pretend to the right of inviting him to do 
any thing, went to complain of it at Verfailles, 
He was encouraged in this ftep by the old bi- 
fliop of Mirepoix, named Boyer, who was ap- 
pointed by the miniftry to prefent proper per- 
sons for having church-livings to the king. This 
man had formerly been a Thpatine, was after- 
wards made a btihop, and then became a mini- 
fter ; he was a perfon of very narrow corrcep- 
tions, but a zealous ftickler for the rights of the 
cjergy. He looked upon the bull as an article 
<i[f faith, iuid making uk -of all the influence 

which 
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Miiich his place gave him, he perfuaded the 
court that the parliament had made an attack 
upon the privileges of the church; upon which 
their arret was annulled. Oh this occafion that 
body made fome Very ftrong and pathetic rie« 
inonftrances. 

The king very prudently ordered them to 
confine themfelves to giving him an account of 
all the informations they ihould receive on thefe 
fiibjefts, referving to himfelf the right of pu- 
niihing thofe priefts whofe oflFenfive zeal mi^ht 
fow the feeds of fchifm among his fubjefts. He 
likewife forbade, by an arret of his council of 
ftate, any one to give another the name of Inno- 
vator, Janfenift, orjSemipelagiaiu This wat 
ordering madmen to be wife. 

The curates of Paris, at the inftigation of the 
-archbiftiop, prefented a petition to the king in 
favour of the billets of confeffion. Immediate- 
1 y upon this the parliament fufpended the cu- 
rate of St. Jean en Greve, who had drawn up 
the p(*tition. The king again annuls their pro- 
ceedings, and the parliament again defifts from 
its fundlions, and perfifts in the remonftrances ; 
the king on his fide continues to exhort both 
parties to peace. But it was all labour in 
vain. 

The parliament ordered a letter of the bifliop 
of Marfeiiles, which had been laid before them, 
to be burnt by the hands of the common exe- 
cutioner, and condemned a book wrote by the 
birtiop of Amiens. The aflembly of the clergy, 
who fat at that time in Paris, as they do every 
iive years, to pay their fubfidies to the king, 
came to a refohition to wait upon him with 
their complaints, djcefled in their canonicals ; 
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but the king wduld not permit this extraordi- 
nary ceremony. 

The parliament, on the other hand, condemn- 
ed one of the porters who carry the hoft, to 
make the 4ftnende^ to aflc pardon on his knees, 
and to -receive a reprimand j and a vicar of a 
parifh to be banifhed. The king annulled this 
arret alfo. ~ 

Thefe kind of proceedings became eveiy day 
more common; the king ftill recommended 
peace, the briliops ftill continued to refiife the 
facraments, and the parliament to condemn 
their proceedings. 

At length, the king gave the oarliament per- 
miffion to give fentence in the aifair of the facra- 
ments, in cafe any caufe of that kind fliouid be 
brought before it ; but he, at the fame time, for- 
bad it to feek out for fuch caufes. The parlia- 
ment then refumed its functions a fecond time, 
and the feveral parties,whofe law-fuits had been 
neglected for thefe affairs, were again at liberty 
to ruin themfelves as ufual. 

Neverthelefs, the flame was not fo entirely 
quenched but that it continued to fmother in 
private. The archbifliop had given orders to 
refufe the facraments to a couple .of poor old 
nuns of St. Agatha, who having formerly heard 
their confeflbr fay that the buil unigenitus was 
the work of the devil, were afraid of being 
damned if they fubfcribed to this bull on their 
death-bed, and were alfo afraid of being damn« 
ed if they fhould die without receiving extreme 
un&ion. The parliament thereupon fent their 
regifter to the archbifliop to dedre him not to 
refufe thefe two women the ufual comforts. 
Th& archbifliop anfwcfed in his ufual manner, 

that 
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tliat he was accountable for his condu£); to God 
only; in confequence of which anfwer the par- 
liament feized upon his temporalities, and in- 
vited the princes of the blood and the peers to 
come and take their feats in the houfe. 

The difpute had now the appearance of be- 
coming ferious, and people began to fear a re- 
newal of the times of the league. The king 
forbade the princes and peers to go and vote in 
the parliament of Paris on matters which be 
had referved for the cognizance of his privy 
council. The archbifhop had alfo intcreil 
enough to get the little community of St, Aga- 
tha diflblved for entertaining fo bad an opinioit 
of the bull unigenitus. 

All Paris murmured at thefe proceedings, 
which afFefted the peace of feveral other parts 
of the kingdom, in particular the city of Orle- 
ans, which was in confufion on account of the 
refufal of the facraments : the parliament gave 
the fame decrees in regard to that city as to 
Paris, and fchifm was advancing with large 
f'-rides. A curate in the diocefe of Amiens 
took it in his head one Sunday in the middle of 
his fermon, to defire all thofe of his congrega-' 
tion, " who were Janfeniftsto leave the church, 
** and that he Ihould be the firft who would 
** wafti his hands in their blood." He had 
even the audacioufnefs to mention feme of his 
parifliioners by name, who were thereupon pelt- 
ed with ftones by fome of the moft zealous 
conftitutionifts as they came out of church, 
though it is very certain that neither the one 
nor the other knew any thing at all of what the 
bull or janfcnifin meant. 

K 2 An 
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An outrage of this kind was punifliable with 
death. The parliament of Paris, in whofeju- 
rifdi£lion Amiens is, contented itfelf with fen- 
tencing the faftiou§ and blood thirfty prieft to 
perpetual banifliment ; and the king approved 
of the fentence, as it did not relate to a crime 
merely fpiritual, but to the illegal .slU o/ a fediti- 
PUS and turbulent perfon, and a difturber of the 
public peace. 

During thefe commotions Lewis XV, a£bed 
like a father who endeavours to part his chi^ 
clren when fighting with each other. He for- 
bade all manner of Jnfult or abufe ; he repri- 
jpianded fome^ and exhorted others; he enjoin- 
ed filence, forbade the parliament from paffing 
fentence on fpiritual jmatters, .and recommend- 
ed to the bifhops to ufe circumfpeftion in re* 
gard to the bull, which he looked upon as a 
law of the church, but. would not have this 
,dangerous law made the fubjeft of conteft. 
But all this paternal care proved of little effeS 
on minds heated with oppofition jand feajs. The 
parliaments pretended that they could not fe- 
|)arate the fpiritual from the civile feeing that 
y^/r;VWdifputes neceflarily introduced with them 
difputes of ftate. 

It fummoned the bUhop of Orleans to ap- 
pear for having refufed the facraments. It or- 
dered all the books and papers, which had dif- 
puted its jurifdidlion, to be burnt by tlie hand^ 
of the hangman, excepting only the king's 
declarations. It fent fome of its counfel- 
jors Xo have its decrees regiftered at the Sor- 
.bonne, and concluded with defifting a third 
time from the exercife of its fundions, .qf 
itrying caufes between individuals, in order to 
^ jgivc 
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five its attention wholly to the affair of the fa- 
craments. 

The king, on his Tide, Tent a third time his 
letter of jufSon, commanding them to proceed 
to the excrcife of their duty, and no longef to 
make his fubjeSs fufFer in their private concerns 
for thefe general difputes ; obferving, that the 
lawfuits of individuals had nothing to do with 
the bull unigenitus. 

The parliament returned for anfwer, that they 
could not acknowlege the king's letters patent,^ 
without violating the oath they had taken \ nei < 
ther could they dbtemperate. When they cam^ 
to enquire at Verfailles into the meaning of this 
word, it was, to the furprize of every one, found 
to mean obey. 

The king then was obliged to order all the 
members of the court of Inquefts [Enquetei) into 
banishment; fome were fen t to Bourges, others 
to Poitiers, and others to Auvergne \ and three 
of the moft violent were imprifoned, 
< The great chamber was fpared, but its mem- 
bers thought their honour concerned not to ac^ 
cept of this indulgence; and therefore perfifted' 
in not hearing caufes, and continued their pro- 
ceedings againil the curates. The king. upon 
thisbaniflied them to Pontoife, a village about 
fix leagues diftance from Paris ; twhither the duk'e 
of Orleans had before fent them during his re- 
gency. 

The parliament of Normandy followed the 
example of that of Paris, in relation to the fa- 
craments. It fummoned the bifliop of Evreujc 
to appear and to defift from his functions. The 
king fent an officer of his guards to cancel the 
K a re- 
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regiftcrs of this parliament, which at length be^ 
came more tractable than that of Paris. 

The ftop put to diftributive juftice in the capt* 
tal, would have been produdive of great hap* 
pinefs to mankind, had they been either wife or 
jufti but as they are neither, and that there is 
a neceffity for law, the king commifiioned cer- 
tain members of his council of ftate, to lit and 
terminate the feveral caufes depending tn derxitr 
rcjforl J the court endeavoured to get the erec- 
tion of this new Chamber regiflered in theCha' 
telet, at if the authority of an inferior court of 
jufiice was neceiTary ta eflablifli that of the fo- 
vereign. This cuftom of regifiering had al- 
ways had its inconveniencies \ but the omiffion of 
this ceremony would have been attended with 
others ftill greater. The Chatelet rcfufed to 
regifler till forced to it by letters of juf- 
flon. The Royal Chamber then began to (it ; 
but the advocates would not plead, and this court 
was the jeft of all Paris, and indeed, of it- 
felf \ agreeable to the known difpofition of the 
French, who laugh the next day, at what filled 
them with dread the day before. The clergy^ 
likewife, joined in the laugh, but it was for hav- 
ing got the vidory. 

Boyer, the old biOiop of Mirepoix, who, 
without knowing it, had been (he original caufe 
of thefe difturbances, being now grown childifl^ 
and worn out with age, every thing feemed 
to promife fair for a reconciliation. The mi- 
niftry entered into an amicable difcuffion of mat** 
ters with the parliament ; that body was recalled, 
to the general fatisfaaion of the whole city, who 
received them at their return with all poffiblt 
demonfirations of joy \ the populace fhouting as 

they 
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they paflfed, Viv^ U parliment\ fo chat they re- 
turned in perredi triumph. The king wearied 
out^ith the obftinate inflexibility of the clergy, 
and of the parliament, enjoined peace and filence, 
and permiued the fecular judges to proceed 
againft ali. fuch whQ fliould he found troubling 
the. public peace, 

Notwithftanding thefe falutary precautions, 
the fpirtt of fchifm broke out from time to time 
in Paris, and the provinces ; and feveral biihops, 
in fpite of the king's orders in regard to the fa- 
crament, ftrove to make a merit with the court 
of Rom^, by . refufing them. The bi(hop of 
Nantes, in particular, having fet this example, 
of difobedience and oflPenfive rigour in his city, 
was, by ih^ (tmple prefident-court at. Nantes, 
condemned in a fine of 6000 franks, which Jie 
wag obJigcd to pay \ nor did the king interfere, 
beiQg heartily tired of thefe difputes. 

Nqmbsrlfifs fcenf^ of this kind happened 
throughout the kingdom, which, though they 
might be i^elatichply for thofe interefted in them, 
were, in general* matters of amufement to the 
idle multitude. At^ Orleans, an old Janfenift 
canon, being upon his dfath-bed, his brethren 
rcfufed to give him the (acraments, for which 
the parliament of Paris fined them twelve thou« 
iand livr^s ; and ordered that the facrament 
ihould be given to the f^ck man. In confequence 
of this order, the lieutenant-criminal difpofed 
every thing for this ceremony, as if it had 
been for an execution ; in the mean time, the 
canons managed matters fo well, that their bro* 
ther died without having the /acrament, and they 
buried him as privately as poifible. 

K 4 No- 
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Nothing wais more common at this time than 
receiving the facrament by zGt of parliament. 
The king, who had baniQied the judges for re- 
fuflng to ehtemperatey was willing to hold the 
balance even, by banifhing, in their turns, the 
clergy, for perfifting in their fchifm. He ac- 
cordingly began with the archbilhop of Paris 
whom he ordered to retire to his houfe at Con- 
flans, three leagues diftant from the city : a 
veiy candid fentence, and that had more the air 
of a fatherly admonition than a punifhrnent. 

The bifhops of Orleans and Troycs were, by 
the like mild fentence, banifhed to their country- 
houfes. The archbifhop of Paris being found 
as inflexible in his country- houfe, as in his epif- 
copal refidence, was banifhed to a farther dis- 
tance from the capital. 

The parliament, who now found itfclf at li- 
berty to a£t, reprimanded the Sorbonne, who, 
though it formerly held the bull in deteftation^ 
now looked upon it as an article of faith, Thrs 
latter threatened to defift from giving leflbns ; 
and the parliament, who had itfelf defided from 
more important fundions, ordered the faculty to 
continue theirs ; in fo doing it maintained the 
rights o^the Gallican church. The king ap- 
proved of this proceeding, but when it would 
go further, he put a (top to it ; and while he 
confirmed fuch of its decrees which tended to 
the public good^ he annulled others in which he 
thought h% faw want of proper circumfpedion. 

Thus was this monarch continuaUy in the 
midft of two. powerful and incenfed parties, 
like the Roman emperors between the white 
and green fa(ftiQns: his attention was alfb en- 
"gaged by the hoftilities which the Lnglifli had 
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brgun againft him at Tea; and a land war feemed 
unavoidable. This was therefore no time to dif* 
pute about bulls. 

He was likewife under the necefllty of quieting 
the contefts beween the great council and hiy 
parliaments ; for as they are few or no poHtive 
laws in France to determine any particular point, 
as the rights and privileges of the feveral orders^ 
are unfetded ; and that of the clergy have always 
endeavoured to extend its jurifdidipn. As the 
Chambers of accounts have dtfpu ted many of the 
privileges of the parliaments, and the peers have 
freouently pleaded theirs againft the parliament 
of Paris, it is not to be wondered that the 
great council (hould have difputes with that body- 
likewife. 

This great council was originally the councir 
of the kings of France, and accompanied them 
wherever they went ; but,as every thhig has changed 
by degrees in the public admihiflration, the 
great council underwent a change alfo. In the 
reign of Charles VIII.. it was only a court of 
judicature: it now* determines concerning ap- 
peals, the qualifications of judges, and all caufes 
relating to benefices within the kingdom, except-* 
ing thofe of the Regale. It has alfo the privilege 
of judging its own officers. 

A counfeilor of this court having been brought 
before the Chatdct for an affair of debt, thfe 
great council called the caofe before them, and 
annulled the fentence of the Chateiet« Upofi 
this the parliament takes the alarm, and annuls^ 
the decree of the great council, and the king fees 
afide the arret of the parliament. This occ;i» 
fibns fuch remonftrances and difputes, that all 
tk& parliaments attack ^the great council,- and 
K 5^ thfr 
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the public take different fides. The pftrliamen 
of Paris again invites the peers to be prefent a 
this difpute between the two bodies ; and the 
king again fofbids them to officiate: this aftair 
remains like many others undecided. 

The king, in the mean time, was occupied 
with matters of greater importance. He had a 
burthenfome war to carry on againft theEngliib, 
both by fea and land. At the fame time, he 
laid that memorable foundation of a military 
fchool, which forms the nobleft monument c^ 
his reign ; and which the emprefs-queen has 
fmce imitated. He wanted fupplies to carry on 
all thofe operations, and the )>arliament was 
very backward in regiftering the edids for levy- 
ine two *vingtieme5\ though they have fince been 
'obliged to grant three, for in time of war, the 
dubjefis mud either fight, or pay thofe who do : 
there is no alternative. 

The king held a bed ofjuftice at Verfailles, 
t6 which he fummoned the princes of the blood, 
and peers, together with the parliament of Paris, 
and here he cauftd his edidls to be fegiftered ; 
but, as foon as the parliament returned to Paris, 
it protededagainl^ this regtftering ; pretending,that 
not only it had not been permitted the neceilary 
liberty of enquiry, but alfo that this edid re- 
quired fuch modi Jications, as might net be in- 
jurious to the intereft of the king, nor thofe of 
the ftate, which were one and the fame, and 
which by its oath it was bound to defend : add- 
ing lijrthermore, that irs duty was not to pleafe, 
but to ferve. Thus aeal was at variance with 
cbcdiencc. 

The old leaven of fchifm was mbced with this 
important affair of the taxes. A counfellor of 
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fte parliament being taken ill at hb-country-feat, 
in th« djocefe of Meaux, defired to have the 
facraments adminiftred to him ; but v/»9 rcfufed by 
a curate as being an enemy to the church, and he 
died without having this ceremony performed : 
upon this the curate was proceeded againft, who 
made his efcape. 

The archbifliop-of Aix had 'made a new for- 
mulary on the bull, for which the parliament of 
Aix fentenced him to pay a fine of ten thoufiand 
livres to the poor, which he was obliged to com- 
ply, 9nd fo got clear, with the lofs of his for- 
mulary and nis money. The biOiop of Troyes 
having raifed fome difturbances in bis diocefe, 
the king fent him into confinement among the 
monks of Alfacc. The archbifliop of Paris, 
who \i2id been permitted to return to his houfe 
at Conflans, declared all fuch perfons excom- 
municated whp fbould read the arrets and re- 
monftrances of the parliaments, concerning tha 
bull and billets of confeffion. 

Lewis XV. whom thefe variances greatly per- 
plexed, carried hjs circum{pcclion fo far as to 
fend to pope Be;iedi<ft XIV. [Lambertini) for 
hfs advice ; a perfon of as moderate difpofition 
as himfelf, beloved by allChriflandom for his mild 
and pleafing carriage, and whofe lofs we at pre- 
fent more and more regret. He never interfered 
in any aflFair bur with a view to make peace. 
His fecretary of the briefs, cardinal Pailionei, 
managed every thing* The cardinal, who vvas 
the only one in the facred college at that'time 
who was a man of letters, had too exalted an 
underftanding not to defpife alf thefe difputcs *; 
he hated • the jefuit^ for having drawn up this 
\ bull, and could not keep himfelf from blaming 
K 6 thr 
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the ill-advifed condufl of the court of Rome, la 
condemning, by this bull, maxims in themfclves 
virtuous., unalterably true, and fuitable to all 
times, and every nation ;. fuch, for in dance, as. 
the following: "The fear of exoommunica^ 
** tion.ought not to prevent anyone from aft- 
** ing agreeable to his duty." A maxim that is 
the fupport and defence of virtue throughout the 
world. Both antients and moderns have, in all 
times agreed, that our duty ought to prevail over 
the fear of punifbment. 

But ftrange as this bull might appear in more 
than one article, neither cardinal Pailionei, not 
the pope, could repeal. a con(\itution which was 
looked, upon as a law of the church « Benedi^ 
XIV. therefore, fent the king a. circular, letter 
for all the bifliops of France,., in which he does, 
indeed, confider thisL hull as an uAiverfal hwj 
which is notto beoppofedj " without endanger- 
^' ing^our eternal happinefs /' but then he coa- 
cludes with this decifion, that, ^' in order to 
*^ avoid fcandal, the prieft (hould acquaint fome 
' ** dying pexfons who are fufpefled of being Jaa- 
^' fenids, that they will be damned, and then 
*' adminifter the facrament to them at th^ owa. 
^* rift and peril." 

The fame pontiff, in his private letter to the 
king, recommended the epifcopal rights {o his. 
proteflion. Whoever confultj a pope in any 
age muft. expert that he will anfwer as a pop« 
Qught to do. 

But Benedia XIV. at the fame time that he 
obferved every thing that was due ta his Ration^, 
was not wanting in what he owed to peace, good 
oEder, and the authority of the prince.. The- 
pop^'s bri^f tQ t£e hifhops was f rinted,^ when tbe . 
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parliament had the courage, or, if you will, the 
temerity to pubIKh an arret, condemning it, and 
ordering it to be fuppreifed. This flep was the 
more ofFenfive to the king, as he htmfelf had 
fent this brief to the bifliops,. in which there was 
Dothing that concerned either the liberties of the 
Galilean church, or the rights of the fovereign^ 
which the parliament have, ki all times, been 
the protedlors and avengers ; fo that the prefent 
cenfure paJlTed by that body feemed' to favour 
more of ill humour than^moderation. 

The council now thought it had fo&nd a new 
ceafon to coademn the condudl of the parliament 
of Paris : feveral. other fuperior- courts, who have 
the names of parliaments, were called, ChJ/es ^ 
the parliament of the kingdom ; a title which had 
been given them by the chancellor de I'Hopitafc, 
^nd {igniAed no more than the union of the fe- 
veral parliaments in the knowledge and maiiv- 
taining of the laws. The parliament did not pre* 
tend to reprefent the whole date, as divided into 
different companies, which, altogether, making 
one body^conllituted the general dates of the king<« 
dom ; this would indeed have been a grand idea, 
but it would have been too much fo, and might 
have proved ofFenfive to the royal authority. 

Thefe conHderations, Joined to the difHcukies 
made in regard, to the regiftering the moneys 
cdi(St|, determined the king to hold a bed of juf- 
tice, and there make an alteratioaJnthe parlia^ 
Bient of Paris* 

However private the miniftry kept this defigtt, 
it got wind ; and, when the king came to Paris, 
be was received with, a mournful filence. The 
common people conGder the parliament merely 
aa.the oppofer of taxes, without ever examining 
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whether there taxes are neceflary, or once re« 
Bc&iugy that the fewal commodities in which 
they deal, fell at a higher price in proportion to 
thole taxes ; and that the burthens at length falls 
on the rich. Thefe latter again complain in 
fheir turn, and».bj their murmurings, encourage 
thofe of the populace. 

The Engtifh have been more burthened than 
the French in this war ; but in England the na« 
tion taxes itfelf, and knows what fund is efta- 
Uifbed for the payment of the fums raifed. On 
the contrary, the French arc taxed without ever 
knowing on what the funds deftined for fuch 
payment are to be afligned.* In England there 
are no private perfons who cootradt with the 
government for furjviAiing the fu^s to be raifed 
by the taxes, and who enrich thenifelves at the 
expence of the nation, which is the cafe in 
France. The French parliaments have made 
repeated remonftranc«s to their kings againft this 
abufe ; but there are certain times in which thofe 
remonftrances» and the difficulties about regifter- 
ing, are more dangerous than even the taxes, by 
reafon that the exigencies of war demand hnftant 
fupplies ; wkereas the abufe of thefe fupplies is 
not to be amended but with time. 

The king then came to the parliament, and 
caufed an edi£i to be read, by which he fuppref- 
fed two chambers of that body, and feveral of- 
ficers. He ordered due refpetSi to be paid to the 
Bull Unigenitus, forbade the fecular judges to 
.prefcribe the adminiflering the facraments, leav- 
ing them at liberty only to take cognizance of 
the abufes or crimes committed under fuch ad- 
miniflration. He enjoined the curates to ob- 
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ierve moderation aod difaetion, and deflred that 
all pad difputes might hi buried in oblivion* 

He ordered that no counfellor fliould be ad- 
mitted to conRiUation under the ageof twenty-five, 
and that JK) perion fliould be entitled to vote in the 
aiTembly of the chambers, till he had ferved ten 
years ; and he concluded with la3ring the mod 
ilridi Injundions that no one (bould, on any pre- 
text wkatfieverj interrupt the cujiomary bufinefs of 
the court. 

The chancellor, for form's fake, demanded 
the opinfoRS of the meatbers, but every one kt^t 
profound fiience. The king (aid he would be 
obeyed, and that he vfoM feverely punijh any one 
tuhojhould depart from his duty. 

The next day, fifteen counfellors of the great 
chamber refigned their office in court : an hun- 
dred and twenty member^ of the parliament fol- 
lowed their e;<ampie foon afterwards. Upon 
this, there was an univerfal murmuring through- 
out the city ; but ihefe commotions were foon 
fwal towed up in a general confternation, occa* 
ifioned by an unexpected and fhocking accident. 
The kii^ was dabbed on the 5 th of January 
in his own court, at Verfailles, in prelence of 
his foo, and furrounded by bis guards and all 
the great officers of the crown. This extraor- 
dinary affair happened in the manner following. 

A wretch of the dregs of the people, named 
Robert Francis Damiens, born in a little village, 
i 1 the neighbourhood of Arras, had lived a cun<^ 
fiderable time .as a fervant in fever al houfes in 
Paris : this man was of a paffionate and gloomy 
difpofition, approaching to a degree of madnefs. 

The general murmurings which he had heard 
in public placesi and in the great hall of the 

parlisi- 



y Google 



ot8 ADDITTONS to 

parliatnent-houfe, had heated his indignatioir. 
he fet out for Verfailles, like a man who knew 
not whither he was going ; and in the agitations 
of mind which muft neceflfarily have attended 
the horrible defign he had conceived, he defired-, 
while at the public-houfe where he lodged, that 
a furgeon might be fent for. to bleed him. Phy- 
fical prepoileffions have fo great an influence up- 
on the human mind, that this man faid, upon 
his examination, ttiat '^ had he been bled when 
<* he defired it, be was convinced he (hould not 
** have committed this horrible crime/*^ 

The dciign he had formed was the moft ex- 
traordinary that had ever entered into the head 
of any monfter of this kind. He had no interN 
tion to kill the king, as he himfelf abfblutely 
declared after he was apprehended, (and which 
indeed he had but too fair an opportunity to do) 
but only defigned to wound him, as appears by 
the* following declaration, which he made before 
the parliament, at the time- of his trial; 

" I had no intention to kill the king, whichl 
<* might have done, had I been fo inclined : I 
** only did it, that God aright touch the king's 
** heart, and work on him, to reitere things to 
** their former footing, and give peace to his 
** kingdom. The archbifhop of Paris is the 
** fole caufe of all thefe troubles.'* 

This notion had got fuch a thorough poiTeffion 
of his mind, that, in another of bis anfwers,- he 
fays 5 

** I mentioned the names of fome counfellors 
" of th^ parliament, becaufe I was formerly 
** fervant to one ; and that they are almoft all 
<< to a man furioufly incenfed againft the arch** 
** bifliog." 

In 
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In (hort, this unhappy wretch was fo loft in 
f^naticifm, that^ in the examination he under- 
went at Verfaillcs, we find the following paffage. 
*< Being interrogated what motives had indu- 
*^ ced him to make an attempt upon the perfon 
** of his fovereign, he replied, It was for reli" 
*« giorCsfake:' 

All thofe who have attempted the lives of 
chriftian princes have made ufe of this pretext.' 
The king of Portugal had not been aflaulted, 
but for the decifion of three jefuits. It is fuffici- 
cntly knoWn, that Henry III. and IV. of France 
fell by the hands of fanatics ; but there was this 
diiFerence between them and Lewis XV. that 
they were murdered^ becaufe they appeared to 
be enemies to the pope, and he was ftabbed for 
having feemed defirous to oblige the pope. 

The afiaifin had provided himfelf with a clafp 
knife, one fide of which had a long (harp-pointed 
blade, and the other was to cut pens with, and 
was about four inches long. He waited for tbe 
inftant the king was to get into his coach to go 
to Trianon. It was near fix o'clock in the evea- 
ing, the day-light warAut in, the weather was 
exceflively cold, fo that almoft all the court 
were wrapped up in large cloaks, called redin^ 
gotes. The villain, who wore one of the fame^ 
pufhes through, the guards, brufhes the dauphin 
as he paflTes by him, gets in between the body- 
guard and the king, ilrikes him with his pen* 
knife under the fifth rib, returns his knife into 
his pocket again, and remains in his place with 
his hat upon his head. The king, finding him- 
felf wounded, turns about his head, and feeing 
a (Grange man (landing clofe by him, with hU 
hat on,, and bis eyes ftaring wildly, cries ou», 
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*' That is the perfon who has wounded me, (e- 
** cure him ; but let oo one do him any hurt.'* 

While every body was in amazeinenc and hor* 
ror» and they were carrying the king to his bed, 
and fending for the furgeons to examine if the 
wound was mortal, or the weapon had beea 
poifoned, the aflailin cried out feveral times, 
*' Look to the dauphia ! do not fuiFer him to 
« &iv abroad all day." 

Upon this, the general terror is redoubled ; no 
one doubt) but that ther^ is a j^ot formed to cu£ 
ofF the royal family, and that the mod bloody 
and premeditated horrors are about toe^lue^ 

Happily the king's w^und was but flight » but 
the apprehenfiofls of the public were far ffom 
being fo ; and the whole court was filled with 
fear, diftrufl, and intrigues. The grand pcovoft 
of the houflbtold, who, by hi$ ofilce, is tOi lake 
cogniauKre of aU crimes commnted wiihin tkt 
king's palace, immediately took ihe murderer 
ioiocuftody, and proceeded to bring htm to 
Irial,. in like flAatiner as had been obferved in the 
cafe of the oaurderer o{ Henry III. at S(. Ooud^ 
An exempt of the provoft^s guard, havtog* to 
appearance or reality, gained fome kind of con:- 
fidenee over the difordeted mind of this mifcre- 
ant, perfuaded hino to have the infolence to wrile 
a letter to his majefiy (torn bis prifon *• 



• The letter was as follows i 
SIRE, 

I am extremely fony that I have !>eeii To unfortunate u ta 
approach your facrcd perfon ; but if you ^o not take the part 
*«f your people, before many years arc gaffed, both you and the 
4attphia and fome others, will coaae to an untimely end. It 
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The letter is that of a madman, and is wrote 
in a ftile agreeable to his abjc£t condition ; but it 



would be a pity that fo good a prince /hould be in danger of hit 
life, on account of the too great indulgence he Hiews to the 
clergy, in whom alone he feems to put all his confidence ; and 
if you are not fo good as to alter this in a Hiort time^ very fatal 
confequencet will follow, your kingdom ryot being fafe j be- 
ctufe, unfortunately for you, yonr fubje£ts have gsveA you their 
dififfiiiion; this aftair coming altogether from them. And if 
you have not the goodncfs for your people to order that the 
facraments be adminiftered to them when they are- dying, which 
comfort you have refufed them fince holding your bed of juf- 
tice, and the Chatelet having fold the goods of the prieft who 
made his efcape j I repeat to you, that your life is in danger^ 
on the information (which it very true) that I take the liberty 
of ac^ainting you with, by the officer who brings ehii letter^ 
and in whom I have placed all my confidence. 

The archbifhop of Paris is the caufe of all the difturbance 
about the facraments, by having refufed them. After the 
cruel crime I have lately committed againfl your facred perfon, 
the fincere confeiHon I now take the libertv of making, vrtliy 
I hope^ entitle me to your majefty*s goodnefs and clemency. 

Signed Dam i ins* 

On the back of this letter was written, in a flouriHi, ne^va* 
rletur, by, and according to the defire of the examination of the 
aforefaid Francis Damiens, dated this 9th of January, one 
thoufand feven hundred fifty and feven, at Verfaifles, the kina 
being there. 

Signed Damiens* 

Le Clerc, du Brillet, and du Voigne, with a flouriflt. 

A little lower was written ) 

To the KINO. 

Here follows the tenor of a writing, fig^ DAMitKS«^ 

Copy of the Note* 



Massixuit 

Chagrange ) Serondo, 
BailTe de Liflc. 
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difcovers the real caufe of his pnadners : Tt is 
evident that the complaints of the parliament 
and of the public againft the archbifhop, had 
turned the brain of the criminal, and had IHrred 
him up to this attempt. It appeared^ by the 
names of the members of parliament, mentioned 
in his letter, that he knew them, but not that 
they had ever made him acquainted with their 
fentiments ; much lefs that they had ever fpoke 
a word, that could have encouraged him to the 
commiflion of this crime. , 

Accordingly, the king made no fcruple to put 
the examination of the prifoner into the hands 
of thofe members of the great chamber who 
had not refigned. He even would have the 
princes and peers be prefent at this trial, in or- ■ 
der to render it more folemn and authentic in the 
eyes of the prying and diftruftful multitude, who 
always fee more than the truth in thefe (hocking 
events. But, indeed, truth never appeared more 
Rianifeft. It is evident, that this madman had 



De la Guiom]fe» 

Clemcnf. 

Lambert. 

The Prefident dc Kicux Honnainvillerr. 

The Prefidcnt: dc Mazi, aod alxnoft all. 

He muft rcinftate his parliament, and protc£l it, \vith a pr*- 
mire not to do any thing to the underwritten and company. 

Signed Damiens. 

Lower again was written 5 

la a Houriih, ne vnrietur, by, and according to the defiro of 
the examination, this ninth January, one thoufand leven hun- 
dred fifty and feven. Signed Damiens. 

Le Clerc, du Brillet, and du Voigne, with a flourish. 
The faid letter, as well as the faid writing^, annexed to^the 
painute of the examination. 
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no accomplice ; he conftantly declared, that he 
did not defign to kill the king, but that he had 
formed the delign of making an attempt upon 
<his perfon, ever fince the baniihment of the pslr- 
liament. 

While undergoing. the torture, be declared, 
that ^^ he imagined he was doing a meritorious 
*< a£t in the lightof God \ and I have heard all the 
*« pricfls about the court of jufticc fay the fam^.*^ 
He perfifled to the laft, in faying, that it was 
the archbiihop of Paris, the refufal of the facra- 
nents, and the banifliing of the parliament, that 
had induced him to make this attempt : he de- 
clared the fame to his confefTor, and died with 
the fame fentiments in the midft of the fame tor* 
tures that had been infliSed upon RavaiHac. 

His father, his wife, and his daughter, though , 
uuiocent, were banifhed the kingdom, on pain 
of being banged, if ever they came back again ; 
and by the fame arret, all his relations were 
obliged to lay afide the names of Damiens, now 
become execrable. 

This accident made an impreffion for fome 
time on the minds of thofe, who, by their ill- 
timed difputes about religion, had been the caufe 
of this atrocious crime. They faw but too 
plainly the direful efFedh of the fpirit of dog'- 
matifing and enthufiaftic fury. No one could 
have imagined that a bull and billets of confef* 
fion, would have had fuch fatal confequences ; 
but we generally find the follies and the wicked^ 
nefs of mankind thus conneiSled with each other) 
and that the fpirit of Poltrot and James Clement, 
which was thought long ago extin£^, ftill fubfifis. 
Reafon in vain makes its way to the minds of 
the better part of the nation^ the populace will 

alwayi 
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always be the dupes of fanaticifm, and perhaps 
there is no other remedy againft this conugion, 
but by enlightening the minds of that populace ; 
whereas they are generally trained up. in igno- 
rance and fuperfiition, and afterwards we are 
amazed to (i:e the efieSs fuch an education pro- 
duces. 

During theft tranfaftions, fixteen counfellors, 
who had refigned their feats, were fent into ba- 
nithment j and one of them, who was a derk, 
founded a perpetual mafs of thankfgiiring to 
. God, for having faved the life of the monardi 
who had baniQied him. 

Several officers of the parliament of Bezan- 
9on were alfo confined in different towns, for 
having not only refufed to regiflcr the cdi<a for 
raifing a fecond vingtieme^ but having alfo if- 
fued a writ to feise the peribn of the inteodant 
of ihe province. 

The king, notwithf^anding the attempt made 
upon his life, and the deiitru<^ive war he had to 
fupport, applied himfelf ftrenuoufiy to put an end 
to the difputes between the parliaments and the 
clergy ; endeavouring to confine each order wih- 
. in its re fpedive bounds. He again baniihed the 
archblHiop of Paris for having difobeyed his in* 
jundtions, only in the eledton of the fuperi^r of a 
convent, and afterwards recalled him, thus ren- 
dering his authority more refpeded by his mo- 
deration. At length thefe heats fubiided of them- 
ielves, and thofe members of the parliament of 
Paris who had refigned their feats returned to 
them again, and reftimed their fuuSions. Every 
thing now wears the appearance of oanqutllity 
in the interior part of the kingdom, till a mif- 
taken zeal, and a fpirit of party, give birth to 
aew troubles, PLOT 
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P LO T to aflaffinate the King of Portugal. 
The Jefuits driven out of that Kingdom, and 
great part of France. 

A Religious order is not a (ubjed) for hiftorjr. 
•^^ No one of the hiftorians of antiquity have 
entered into a detail of the in&jtutions of the 
priefts of Cybelc or Juno/; tnit it is one of the 
vnhappinefles of our European policy, that the 
monks, whofe very inftitution feems to feclude 
them from the notice of the world > have made 
as much noife in it as the greateft princes, as 
well on account of their immenfe riches, as 
through the commotions and troubles they have 
continually taifed fince their firft foundation. 

The jefuits, as we have already (he^n, were 
abfolute lords in Paraguay, though they ac- 
knowledi ed the king of Spain as their fove- 
reign. The court of Madrid having by a treaty 
of exchange ceded certain diftri^s in that coun«- 
try to Jofeph of Braganza, king of Portugal, the 
jefuits were accufcd of having oppofed this ceffion, 
^and having ftirrcd up thofe. villages, that weieco 
pafs under the dommion of the Portuguefe, to 
levolt. This complaintj'joincd to many others, 
occafioned the jefuits to be banifhed from the 
court of Liibon. 

Some Httle time afterwards, the family of Ta- 
vcftiy and in particular, the duke d'Avciro, unclt 
to the young countels Ataida d'Atouguia, the 
old -marquis and marchionefs of Tavora, her fa- 
ther and mother, and likewife her own hufband, 
the count of Ataida, and one of the brothers of 
this unfortunate lady, having, as they thought, 
.1 re- 
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received an irre[iarable affront from the king^^rc- 
folved to be revenged. Revenge and fuperftitipn, 
.for the moft part, aS in concert with each other. 
Thofe of our comnaunion^, who meditate the com- 
miflion of any great crime, generally feek for ca- 
fuifts and confeffors to quiet their fcruples. The 
family who th'ought itfelf injured applied to 
three jefuits, named Malagrida^ Alexander^ and 
■ Mathosy who gave it as their opinion, that killing 
the king was no more than a venial iia. 

The better to underfiand this opinion, you are 
to know,' that cafuifts make a diftint^ion be- 
tween fins for which a man goes immediately 
to. hell, and thofe for which he goes only into 
purgatory for a certain time \ between thofe for 
which a pried can give abfolution, on faying 
certain prayers, or paying a fum of money in 
alms, and thofe which may be abfolved without 
making fatisfadlion ^ the iirft of thefe are called 
mortal^ the fecond venial fins. 

Auricular confeffioo gave rife to regicide in 
Portugal, as it had before done in many other 
countries. Such is the deplorable ftate of hu- 
man nature, (as we have too often had occafion 
to (hew in the courfe of this hiftory) that an 
i^iftitution, which was in its origin intended as 
an expiation for crimes, has been made ufe of 
to encourage the commiffion of them. 
, The, confpirators being provided with their 
pardons for the next world, lay in wait for the 
king as he was returning from one of his country- 
feats alone, without any guards, and in the 
night>-time, when they fired upon his coach, and 
wounded him defperately. 

All the accomplices in this horrid affair were 
taken, except one doniefiic. « Part ai them 

were 
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were broke alive upon the wheel, and the others 
beheaded. The young countefs of Ataida, 
whofe hufband.had been executed among the 
reft, was, by the king's order, confined to a 
monaftery for life j there to lament, in a for- 
rowful retirement, the fatal ills, of which fhe 
was fuppofed to have been the caufe. 

Portugal not having as yet received the fame 
lights as moft of the other European nations, 
payed a mote implicit fubmiflion to the autho-«. 
rity of the fee of Rome, than any of them ; in- 
fomuch, that the king could not give. his judges 
authority to pafs fentence of death upon a prieft, 
who had attempted the life of his fovereign, 
without firft fending to the pope for hisconfent. 
Thus, while other nations lived in the enlight- 
ened times of the i8th century, Portugal feem- 
ed to be buried in all the darknefs of the i2th. 
•Pofterity will hardly believe that the. king of 
Portugal was two whole years folRcittng the per* 
mifRon of the fee of Rome to try jefuits who 
were his own fubjefts, without being able to ob- 
tain it at laft* 

The courts of Lifbon and of Rome were at 
open variance for a confiderable time ; info- 
much that there was room to believe that Por- 
tugal would at length throw ofF that yoke, which 
the Englifti, its proteSors and allies^ hadMorig 
fmce trampled under their feet ; but the Fortu- 
guefe miniftry had toamany enemies to venture 
upon an undertaking that the others had accom- 
plifhed ; and therefore gave at one and the fame 
tinve a proof of the greateft refolution and moft 
extreme condefcenfion. 

Such of the jefuits who were deemed moft 

culpable, were in prifon at Lifbgnj where the 

L king 
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king fuiFered them to remain^ and fent all tbe 
reft of that order to Rome, banifhing them 
the kingdom for ever, but did not dare to put to 
death the three who had been accufed and con- 
victed of having a hand in the plot againft bis 
life. 

He had therefore no oth^r expedient but that 
of delivering one of them, Malagriday over to 
the in<}uifition, as a perfon fufpeCted of having 
formerly advanced certain ra(h propofiiions^ bor- 
dering upon herefy. 

The Dominicans, who are the judges of the 
holy office, and afTiftants to the grand tnquiiitor, 
never loved the jefuits ; and therefore they were 
more ready to ferve the king than the court of 
Rome had been. On this occafion, they brought 
to Hght a little book, entitled, *Ihe Heroic Life of 
St. Anne J the mother of Marp dictated to the re^ 
'ver end father Malagrida^ by St* Anne, herfelf ; in 
Yi'hich that faint tells him, that (he was born 
vvithout fin, as well as her daughter ; that (he 
h4d wept and fpoke in her mother's womb, and 
chat (he had made the cherubims weep. All 
the writings of Malagrida were equally fenfible ; 
he had made predidions, and performed mira- 
cles, and that of being troubled with no(^urnal 
pollutions in his prifon at the age of 75, was 
none of the leaft^ 

All thefe things were brought in charge againft 
him at his trial, and he was condemned to tbe 
flames for thefc only, without being afked a (ingle 
queftion concer ning the attempt againft the king^^s 
life, becaufe this is only a crime committed a- 
gainft a layman ; ' whereas, the others were 
crimes againfl God, Thus folly and abfurdity 
were joimed to thp moA horrij^le wickednefs. 
^ An 
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An afiaifin was tried only for being a prophet, 
and was condemned to be burnt only as a mad- 
man, and not as an aiTdlSn. ^ 

This affair of the jefuits iti Portugal, and their 
expuifioo from that kingdom, revived the old 
batfed againft them in France, where they have 
always been powerful, and always detefted. It 
happened tbat one La Valette, a profeflcd monk 
of their ordcf, who was chief of the miffions at 
Guadalupe^ and one of the greateft traders in 
all tho French- iflands, broke for above three 
miUions* The creditors applied for rcdrefs to 
the parliament of Paris. On enquiry, there ap- " 
peared fome reafons to believe, that the general 
of the jefuits order, refiding at Rome, managed 
the efte<ft8 of the foctety as he pleafed ; upoa 
which, the parHanrvent of Paris condemned the 
general and the reft of the order to pay all the 
debts of La Vaiette^ with cofts and charges. 

This trial^ which incenfed the whole king- 
dom agaioft the jefuits, brought on an enquiry 
into the very extraordinary inftitution, which 
could render an Italian, the general of an order, 
abfolute mafter of the perfons and fortunes of a 
company of French traders. In the courfe of 
this icrutiny it appeared, to the furprize of every 
one, that the jefuits order had never been for- 
mally admitted into France by any of the par- 
liaments of the kingdom ; the conftitutions of 
the order were ne;ct fubje£l:ed to^ examina- 
tion, and all the parliaments agreed, that they 
were incompatible with the laws in being. All 
the old grievances and former complaints againft 
this focicty, were revived on this occafion, toge- . 
thor with upwards of fifty volumes of theological 
L 2 de- 
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tlecifions, which feemed to render the lives of 
crowned heads unfafe. 

Againft all thefe accufations the jeAiits made 
no other defence, than that the Jacobines and 
St. Thomas had wrote in the fame manner $ 
but this only proved the Jacobines to be as blame- 
^able as ihemfelves : as to St. Thomas d' Aqui- 
nas, he has been made a faint of ; but there are 
i'ome deciftons in his ultramontane Summary^ for 
^vhich the parliaments of France would order 
his book to be burnt on his very feftival, was 
any one to attempt to put them in praflice, to 
the diflurbance of the government's tranquillity. 
Such is the following aflertion, which occurs in 
many places of his book, that the church has a 
right to depofe a prince, who is unfaithful to the 
church ; and that in this cafe, regicide is lawful. 
With fuch maxims as thefe, a man may have 
the chance of obtaining heaven and a halter. 

Tht king condefcended to inter-eft himfelf in 
this afFair of the jefuits, and endeavoured, as he 
had done in all the other difputes, to terminate 
them peaceably. With this paternal view, he 
wouIJ, by an edi^, have made a reformation in 
the order ; but it is faid, that pope Clement 
XIII. having declared, that the order muft either 
remain ss it was, or not exift at all, this fpeech 
proved the ruin of the jefuits. And being more- 
over accufed of holding private meetings, the 
king gave th^m over to the parliaments of the 
kingdom, who, almoft all, one after another, 
have taken from them their colleges and their 
cfFeas. 

The parliaments condemned them wholly on 

account of certain rules of their inftitution, 

which the king might have altered by his autho- 

5 . "Vt 
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rity, and alfo indeed for certain horrible maxims^ 
but what were defpifed,- and had moft of then* 
been publiflied by jefuits of other countries, but 
formerly difavowed by thofe of France. 

In all great affairs there is ever a pretext fefc 
forth to the view of the world, and a real caufe, 
which is iccpt fecret. The pretext for punifliing 
the jefuits was the dangerous tendency of thofe 
wicked writings, which nobody read : the caufe 
was the ill ufe they had made of their great in- 
fluence and credit. It happened to them in an 
enlightened and refined age, a^ it had done to 
the Knights Templars in times of barbarifm and» 
ignorance : pride was the. ruin of both. The 
jefuits, however, have met wrth lenity amidft 
their difgraces ; whereas the Templars were 
treated with the greateft cruelty. 

It was neither the maxims of Sanchez, Leflius,, 
nor Efcobar, nor yet the abfurd dodrines of the 
cafuifts, that proved the deflrudion of the je- 
fuits ; it was father Le Telh'er and the bull that 
caufed the almofl: total expulfion of this order iii- 
France. 

The deftruSion of Port- Royal, which Le 
Tellier fo unweariedly laboured- afier, haaat tha 
end of threefcore years produced the fame e - 
feds ; and the persecution, which that defignin^ 
and revengful prieft raifed againft a fet of obfti- 
nate men, has rendered the j&Tuits execrable ia 
France : a memorable example ! but whichj ne*- 
verthelefs, will not be found fufficient to warn 
any future confeflbr of a crowned head, if he is, 
• what atmpft every courtier is, of an arbitrary andi 
intriguing difpofition, and bias the direction of a 
prince of weak intelleds, rendered dill more 
feeble by age. 

L3 A 
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Of a remarkable Circumfiance relating to Lr-^ 

TERATURE. 

'T*HE principal end of this £^ on Hilary be- 
^ ing to follow the human mind in the vari- 
ous progrefles it has made, and the obftades it 
has had to encounter ; I cannot, after having 
taken notice of the difgrace of the jefuir, omit 
a kind of perfecution which the learned have of 
late undergone. The body of Literati begins to 
challenge much more attention than any of the 
religious orders, whofe di/putes we have related, 
as its members are fpread throughout all nations. 
Thofe who are drftiaguifted . by their faperior 
knowlege and underftanding^ infenfibly govern 
others almoft without perceiving it themfelves. 
or exercifing the prerogative, of that empire they 
have acquired over the mind > prerogatives which 
are held fo dear by all bodies in the flate. This 
fecret authority, which good writers obtain, has 
always been an eye- fore to thofe who have in 
vain attempted to ufurp it. 

A fet of men, of great genius and troe eru- 
dition, which cannot fubftft without true philo- 
fophy, undertook, in the year 1652, to compik 
an immenfe didionary of human knowledge, 
whofe limits fome aroongft them had contributed 
greatly to enlarge. This undertaking met with 
the approbation and encouragement of all Eu- 
rope, and the work itfelf became an important 
article of trade. 

Several volumes had already appeared, which • 
bad given great fatis£a6)ion to the public $ efpe*- 
cially, thofe articles which were written by the 
perfons who had ihe chief management of the 

woik« 
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work. Th« book was publiflied with all the n^;. 
ceffary forms that could enfure its falc. The 
fubfc fibers of all countries, who had advanced 
their money, thought it perfeftly fafe under the 
authority of the king's own feal, and expe(Sled 
to reap the profits of their fubfcription without 
any difficulty ; for though the authors of this 
woik intended it as 2. free gift to the human un- 
derftanding, it was confidcrcd by the (ubfcriber* 
and bookiellers as a kind of bargain in trade,, 
which ought to have been duly fuiBlIed. 

Envy, however, at length broke loofe,* and 

was quickly fcconded by fanaticifm. Thefe twa 

' eternal foes to reafon and learning, moved the 

' parliament of Paris againft thisDiftionary, which, 

in itfelf. Was by no means an objed of judicial 

enquiry ; and befides, by being licenfed under 

' the royal fignet, feemed to be fecured againft any 

attempts. 

The jefuies were the firft who began the at- 
tack, in which they fpared no pains to villify 
this noble work, becaufb they had applied for 
their body to have the doing of the theological 
articles, and had been refufed. They little 
thought, at that time, that they themfelves, 
would, ere long, be condemned by the very 
courts whom they endeavoured to incenfe againft 
the Encyclopedia. 

The Janfcnifts eflFeSed what the jefuits haJ 
"begun ; they found that ihofe who had dedicat- 
ed their labours to this work, made i^mpartiality 
their fundamental law ; and confequently, could 
be neither friends to jefurts nor janfenifts, and 
that having devoted themfelves wholly to invefti- 
gate and reprefent truth, they would raife at> 
averfioQ in mankind to faniticifm. 

L 4 Thefe 
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Thcfe two parties, who were the moft deadly 

encnriif's to each other, joined together on this 
occafjon like banditti, (if I may be allowed the 
com pari (on) who fufpended their private quar- 
rels, to fliare in a general plunder. They put 
on the ufual maflc of religion, and reprefenied 
fcvera"; of the ai tides as impious and heretical ; 
and, by a refinement, in wickednefs, not unex- 
ampled, even in the greateft rage of religious 
ccntrovdrfies 5 finding that they could not at- 
tack, with any fuccefs, thofe articles inlhe Ency- 
clopedia which moft difgufled theni, they pre- 
tended that the referring of one head, or article, 
to a future one, was done with a deilgn to fill 
the lafl volumes of this work with a poifon which 
was not to be found in the firft ; they, likewife, 
inveighed againft other theological articles, which 
were found to be perfe£lly orthodox, merely from 
a fuppofition that they were written by thofe per- 
fons whom they wanted to dcftroy. 

But how could the parliament find time to try 
feven large volumes in folio already printed, and 
prtjuJge- thcfe that were not yet publilhed ? The 
profecutors put their memorial into the hands of 
the attorney-general, who had flill lefs leifuie fo 
examine this prodigious colledion of arts and 
fciences, which no one fingleperfon can poiTibly 
comprehend. 

Unhappily this lawyer gave credit to the ma- 
licious calumnies contained in the memorial he 
had received, and drew up his report. according- 
ly. The article of ihtfoul was particularly at- 
tacked in thefe memorials, as it was fuppofcd td 
have been written by thofe whom they were dc- 
Crous to render Cufpecfted, This article wa5 re-^ 
prefented as tending to eftablifii the doSrine of 
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Materialifm ; upon enquiry, it was found to be 
a do£br of ihe Sorbonne, who was well known 
for his orthodox principles ; and who, inflead of 
being a favourer of Msiterialifoi, had oppofed it 
even fo far, as to contradift the opinion of tbie 
great Locke with more piety than philofopby. 
This very extraordinary blunder was foon mad^ 
known to the public, but not till after the par- 
liament had pafled an arret, appointing commif- 
fioners to make amendments in the work, and 
prohibiting the fale thereof in the mean lime. 
However, the public ftill remained in hopes that 
it would at length be indulged with this work, 
which it wiflied for the more impatiently on ac- 
count of the oppofition it had met with. 

This very fiagular anecdote, in the hiftory of' 
the human mind, which feemed a revival of the 
arrets that had been iffued againft Ariftotle's 
Cathegories, may fcrve to (hew us that every pro* 
feffions (hould keep within its own proper bounds, 
and that the civil law ought not to moleft philo^ 
fophy. 

It would, however, have been very happy for - 
• the government, had it experienced no other 
. difputes but ofthis kind, which are only inconve- 
niencies and not difafters : nay, .thefe flight per- 
plexities, which have their fource in the improve- 
mei^t of learning, and can never happen among: 
an illiterate people, form a kind of panegyric on 
the "age, which, however, it would be better* 
that we could do without. 
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CONCLUSION, jnd Review of th» 
Hiftorical Portrait 

J- 

WHILE France was taken up with thefe 
domeftic events, the war continued ift 
Europe. The alliance between France and Spain 
feemed to promife thofe two crowns the greateft 
advantages over the Englilh j and the houfe of 
Auftrta, whofe hands this alliance had alfo 
. ftrengthened, was not Ayjthouthopes of triumph- 
ing over its enemy the king of Pruffia. For- 
merly it was thought impoffible, that the houfes- 
of Hourbon and Auftria Could ever be united ;, 
and now that they were, it was tmagkned that 
they would be an over-match for all Europe,, 
and yet the three petty German provinces oF 
Brindenburg, Hanover, and Heffe, did, to the 
aftonifhment of Europe, counterballance all 
the united forces of France and Aufiria. 

England, by her navy alone, rendered thi» 
union of noefFefl j. and Portugal, which feemed 
on the point of falling a prey to the Spaniih. 
arms, was faved from deflrudtion. Thus, what 
was thought the leaft probable came to pafs ; of 
which we have had an hundred inftances in the 
courfe of this extenfivc hiftory, where we have- 
feen the greateft events turn out diredly com- 
trary to the deiigffs or expe£tattons of maai- 
kind. 

At one time we fee an army of ioo,ooa 
French not able to preferve CafTel from falling 
into the hands of the enemy 5 at another, the* 
king of Pruflia taking Schweidnitz in Silefia, in^ 
fpite of the whole Auftrtan army ^ ^nd no faoner^ 

bad 
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fcad Spain declared war againft England^ tha» 
the latter took from her the Urge iflartd of Cuba^ 
with atreafure amounting to more than an hun- 
dred millions, at that time in the Havannah. 

France, how in armanner exhaufted, and who* 
had already made propofals of peace to the Bri- 
tifli court, waa obliged once more to renew thofe 
propofals ; and Spain was conftrained' to follow 
her example, and fit down contented with its 
iofles. This war had begun about fome con* 
tefted lands which the Englifh laid claim to la 
America, and they now remained maflers of all 
the immenfe country of Canada, and that part 
©f the continent which is>on the left-fide of the 
river Mlfliffippi. 

To thefe v,aft pofleffions they have likewffe 
added Florida i fo that at length the Englifli and 
Spaniards have got the whole continent of Ame- 
rica between them. 

This is the mofl: remarkable event of this- 
war, which is the one thouiandth that the prin- 
ces of Chriftendom have madie upon each other 
fince the difmembering of the Roman empire. 

Let thofe hiftorians, whofe Countries have 
been at war, tranfmit topofterity a detail of the 
evils fufFere)d, with all the ravages^ Iofles, mif- 
taken meafures, and inadequate feiburces on; 
each fide. . 

As I only confider the manners,, and fpirit of* 
nations, in this general confufion, I (hall 're- 
mark, that, in the midft of the cruelties infepa- 
uable from the hoftile exercife of arms, we have 
!had feveral inftances in which a fpirit of huma- 
nity and politenefs has fmoothed the rigours of 
war. The French who were rnade prifoners by 
the king of PruiEa experienced the mildeft treat- 
L 6 ment 
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ment from that monarch and prince Henry his 
brother ; and the two princes of Brunfwick have 
diftlnguilhcd themfelves as rnuch by their gcne- 
rofity as their victories. The princes, generals, 
and other officers among the French, have given 
fhiiiing proofs of that true nobility which forms 
their character. 

The En^lilh made a collection for the fup- 
port of the feamen they had taken prifoncrs ; and 
this generous aft proceeded from n*o other prin- 
ciple than that of an humane philofophy, which 
began to gam grourrd in moft nations, and 
which will in all probability at length put a flop 
to religious wars at leaft, if it cannot prevent 
thofe that are the effefts of an unhappy ftate-po- 
licy. 

It is to this humane fpirit that we owe the 
increafe of academies in feveral kingdoms and 
republics, that have enlarged the human under- 
flanding by increafing its knowledge ; and this 
fame fpirit, which eafily communicates itfelf, 
"has induced many learned men to apply them- 
felves to agriculture, in order to render the 
earth fruitful ; while others, of an ambitious 
turn, were bathing it in blood. In a word, 
there is the greateft room to hope, that reafon 
and induftry will continually make new advan- 
ces ; that the ufeful ar*s will multiply ;' that falfe 
prejudices, which are m the number of the 
greateft evils that attend mankind, will every 
day diminifli among the princes and great men 
of the earth ; and that found philofophy, being 
imiverfally diffufed, will prove a ready confo- 
lation againft the calamities incident in all times 
to human nature. 

In 
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. In this view, and with thefe hopes, this 
Effay on General Hijlory is offered to the public. 
Humanity dilated it, and Truth held the pen. 
There are feme perfoxis who are to be looked 
upon only as the enemies of fociety, that have 
accufed the painter of this complicated piece 
with having thrown too deep a fhade upon the 
crimes of mankind, particularly thofe of reli- 
gion^ and thereby rendered enthufiafm hateful^ 
and fuperftition ridiculous. 

The only, reproach the author has to make 
himfelf on this head is, that he has not faid 
enough 5 and the very charge of th^fe enthufi- 
aftic bigots (hew the neceffity there was for fuch 
an hiftory, fince it proves that there are ftill fome 
unhappy wretches troubled with this malady of 
the foul, who are afraid of being cured. 

There will always be fome uncivil! fed minds, 
even in the moft polifhed nations and enlighten- 
ed times. One oi thefe has lately made his ap- 
pearance in a confiderable work (publiflied by 
authority too) in which he defends the ftory of 
the nuns of Loudun, who were poffelTed with 
an evil fpirit: and another madman like him- 
felf has pretended to prove, in another book, 
that the maffacrc of St. JBartholomew was not a 
defigned facSt, palliates all the horrors exercifed 
on that day, commends the cruelties pradlifed 
towards the Albigenfes, and applauds the (ct\» 
tence paffed upon John Hus, and Jerome of 
Prague, as juft ; but this excefs of folly may 
ferve as a proof of what has been advanced in 
former parts of this hiftory, namely, that rea- 
fon and found judgment have been greatly im- 
proved of late years among the thinking part of 
mankind, fmcc thefe writers, who, a century 
»} ago. 
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ago, would havp been efieemed as perFons of 
exemplary zeal and piety, arc now looked upon 
with contempt and deteftation. 
II. 

It is impoflible, in fo extenfive an hiftory,. 
but that fome errors muft have crept '^h^ and 
that the author has been fometimes miftalceh in 
dates, or may have altered names, and evencir- 
cumftances ; but he ventures to aHert, that all 
the principal h6\s are true. He has dwelt 
chiefly upon great e.vents ; and when he take* 
notice of lefler ones, it is becaufe they marked 
the charadlers he was about to draw. 

There are fcveral points in hiftory that have 
been conteded, cfpccially in the middle age : 
in this cafe he thought he could not do beitier 
than to adopt that fide which appeared moft 
agreeab'e to reafon. , 

For inftance : Eginhardy the (bcretary of 
Charlemagne, tells us, Ihat Pepia made a do- 
nation of the exarchate to St, Peter * j but we 
find Charlemagne, by his will, beq4ieathihg 
prefents to his cities of Rome and Ravenna: then 
rf Rome and Ravenna were really bis cities^, 
they could not be under the dominion of the 
pope. Therefore, by the words ma/ie a donation' 
to St. Peter^ we are to underftand only a reli- 
gious ceremony, or pious oblation, which could 
not confer any right,^fiHce Pepin had nonehim- 
lelf upon the exarchate :. for fliould any one 
pretend to fay. This is mine, and I hold it froni 
fuch a perfon, to whom it did not belong ? cer- 
tainly fuch a plea would not hold good cither- 
be fore God or man* After all, this is a very 
idle difpute j for it is not upon this donation, the 

• SeeVvK 1« chaa,.vu 

origb^ 
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original title of which never appeared, that the 
popes found their claim to the fovercignty of 
Rome and Ravetina, but on the concefHon^of 
Rodolph of Haplburg, which is prcferved and 
Ihewn 'at Rome, and which fs by far the ctioH: 
advantageous title. 

• A writer, equally ignorant and evil-minded, 
pretends to a(]^rt, ihat tKe kirtgs <^lotharius, 
GontraR, Cherebert, Stgibert, and Chilperic, 
had never any more than one wife at a tim&» 
Is it poffible he could be ignorant that Clotha* 
riu8 I. married two fifters, Rugonda and Are- 
gonda, as alfo Gonduica his fxlter-in-laW, and 
three other wives befides her ; and that he 
had almoft always three at once, which <vas not 
at that tin&e a cudom with the kings of France f 
Is there afty one ever fu little converfant in hif- 
tory, who docs not know that when his Von 
Chilperic niarried a (ifter of queen Brunehaut, 
ahat his ambaflkdors were obliged to fwear, in 
their mafterV name, that he would not marry 
any more during his wife's lifetime, which fuT-^ 
ficiently fttews that Chilperic had not then laid 
ttfide the pradice of polygamy. Caril^ert gave 
three wicked rivals tt> this queen Ingoberga, and^ 
they all ifhree have the name of wives. Gon- 
tran had two at one tiftie, Marcatrude and Au- 
ftregele : it fliould feem that he repented of his 
-£n, for he ha!s been ranked in the number of 
feints. There is not a Preirch annalift who does^ 
not allow, that Dagobert I. married in the fame 

Ear three wives, Naritilda, Usfgonda, and 
irtiWa. This faft is much better atteftcd than^ 
the throne of mafiy gold, which St. Eioy is faid 
to haiEc made for tbcm. 

Many 
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III. 

Many things might be added to this Effay m 
Gerurgl Hj/loryi but it was neccf&ry to keep 
within bounds^ The judicious and learned 
reader will make many in his own mind that 
are not to be met with even here, I iball there- 
fore confine myfelf, with fubmitting the follow- 
ing conjedure on the antient Egyptians, which 
may ferve for the hiflory of other antient an- 
tioni. 

Vol. IV. ch. 131. p. 249. ^fter the wcrdsy 
Egypt remained under this government for al» 
moil three hundred years, 

Add what follows : 

Here we have opened to us a vaft field for 
hiftorical conjedlure. We fee Egypt a long 
time kept in (ubje£iion by the people of antient 
Colchis, inhabitants of thofe barbarous coun- 
tries, now known by the names of Georgia, 
CircafSa, and Mingrelia, Thefe people muft 
undoubtedly have been much more refpe£(able 
formerly than they are at prefent, fmce weiiod 
the firft voyage of the Greeks to Colchis forms 
one of the fmall opcchs of the Grecian hiftory. 
It is certain that the cuftoms and mannersofcbe 
people of Colchis, refemble great'y thofe of 
the Egyptians, from whofe prieftsthey had tak- 
en even the pradice of circumcifion. Herodo- 
tus, who had travelled into Egypt and Colchis,, 
and who wrote for Greeks of learning and 
knowlege, leaves us no room to doubt of this 
conformity. Tho' an exafl and faithful writer, 
he is neverthelefs charged with having been im- 
pofed upon, in all that he relates after others. 
The Egyptian priefls had perfuaded him, that 
their king Sefoftris formeily left his dominions 

with. 
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with a dcfign to make theconqueft of the world, 
and that having taken Colchis in the courfe of 
his conqu-fts, the praftice of circumcidon had 
been retained in that country ever fince. 

In the firft place, the defign of making the 
conqueft of the whole world is a romantic no- 
tion, that could never have entered into the 
head of a man in his right fenfes. To make 
war firft upon their neighbours, either to extend 
their own dominions or for the fake of plunder ; 
after this, to pufli their conquefts further and 
further as opportunity or a faint refiftance made 
the way eafy to them, has always been thepro- 
'grefs of all conquerors. 

Secondly, it is not probable that a fovereign 
of fo fertile a country as Egypt, fliould wafte 
'his time and pains in conquering the dreary lands 
of mount Caucafus, inhabited by a race of hardy 
men as warlike as they were poor ; an hun»- 
dred of whom were more than fuificient to have 
'checked the progrefs of the greateft armies of 
ihe foft and effeminate Egyptians. 

It is nearly the fame as if we were to fuppofe 
a king of Babylon, to have left Mefopotamia 
in order to make the conqueft of Swiflerland. 

A neceffitous people, bred up in wild and 
barren countries, where they live wholly by 
hunting, and are as favage as the beafts of their 
tinhofpitable regions, may quit thofe regions to 
go in fearch of, and attack more wealthy na- 
tions, but thefe latter never leave their agree- 
able and convenient dwellings, to make irrup.- 
tions into uncultivated countries. 

The barbarous inhabitants of the north have 
in all ages made irruptions into the fouthern 
countries. You have fccn that the people of 

Colehii, 
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Colchis, held Egypt under fubjediion for near 
three hundred years, to begin at the rei^n of St. 
Lewis. You fee alfo, that in every age, Egypt 
has fallen an eafy prey, to whom foever chofe 
to make the conqueft of it. It is therefore 
extremely probable, that the barbarous nations 
of mount Caucafus might have fubjefted the 
countries bordering on the Nile, but very little 
fo, that Sefoftris ever conquered thofe about- 
Caucafifs. In the third and laft place, how comes 
it that, of all the nations whom the Egyptian 
piiefts pretended to have bieen conquered by 
their king Sefoflris, did the Colcheans alone re- 
tain the praSiceof circumclfion ? ' It mult have 
paffcd thro' Greece and Afia Mimor to have 
come to the country of Media. The Greeks^ 
who were great imitators, would certainly have 
adopted this ceremony firflj and one (hould 
Imagine that Sefoftris himtelf would have been 
more attentive to fecure his dominion over fo 
fine a country as Greece, and have fubjeded it 
to his laws, than in going to cut off the fore- 
fkins of the Colcheans. Upon the whole, it ia 
much more agreeable to the common order of 
things, that the Scythians, who inhabited the 
borders of the Phaus and Araxts, and were al- . 
Nvays a half-flarved and warlike people, rxlade 
irruptions into Afia Minor, Syria, and Egypt; 
and, after Having fettled about Thebes and 
Memphis, in thefe early ages, as they did after- 
wards in the time of St. Lewis, bad carried 
back with them into their own counti-y fome 
part of the religious rites, and the ciiftbnis of 
the Egyptians. 

It is now for the intelligent reader to weigh 
hcfe feveral arguments, ancient hfftory fur- 

nifliiDg 
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nifhing us only with doubts and conjecSlures in 
regard to all the nations under the fiin. 
VL 

In modern hlftory there is more certainty, and 
the pi£ture of oqr weaknefies, our errors and ' 
fuperftitions, is like wife more intei^efting. It is 
by this hiftory of our own follies, that we are 
taught wifdom, and not by the dark difcuffions 
of a vain antiquity. We have obferved, in 
The courfe of this effay, that in all thofe coun- 
tries where exorcifms began to be laid iifide, they 
no longer heard of witchcrafts nor perfons pot- 
feffed by the Devil.* It is true that they were 
muchfcarcer there than in other countries, but 
it would be doing too much honour to human 
nature to fuppcrfe that the belief of wiihcrafts 
arid poffeffions ceafed entirely among the diffen- 
lers from the Romifii communion. 

Such is the weaknefs 6f the mind of man, 
and fuch the inconhftency ofhis thooghts, that 
a confiderable tima after exorcifms had been 
abolifhed among the reformed, they fometimcs 
admitted witchcrafts and poffeffions by evil fpi- 
rits. There were fome perfons -jurnt as force- 
rers in Denmark, Sweden, Pomerania, and Hol- 
land : you 'will find a very auther^tic account of 
them all, in the enchanted world of Beker, and 
you will even find more than one protcftant 
minifter who believed, or pretended to believe, 
in thefe pofTeiRons and witchcrafts, left, by en- 
tirely reje<5ting them, they (hould' feem alfo to 
reject a part of chriftianity, which is founded 
on this belief 5 for, faid they, if we allow that the 
devil inrpircs us with thoughts, and that thefe 
thoughts adl upon our bodies, whymay hot the 

• See Vol. IV. p. 64. deviA 
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devil have the fame power over our bodies, as 
over our minds ? This way of reafoning might 
be applied to fuch who were faid to be pof" 
feffed, but could never be a proof of the power 
of forcerers or magicians. But this is not the 
place for difcuffing thefe queflions. Suffice it 
to know, that tho' human reafon is freed ftom 
this prejudice, it retains feveral others, and often 
forms new ones ; and that the number of wife 
men is very circumfcribcd^ even in the moft en« 
lightened times. 

V. 

Vol. IV, chap. 135.] Jfter thefe wordsy Aft 
imprudent zeal, aboHihed in the courfe of time 
what prudence had eftablifhed, 
Add what follows. 

One of the moft horrible abufes of the mo- 
naftic ftate, but which falls only upon thofe who 
having had the imprudence^ to enter into that 
'ftate, have the misfortune' to repent of it after- 
wards, is the licence which the fuperiors of 
convents afTume to exercife the office of civil 
magiftrates within their own precinds, which 
they carry to fuch a length as ta fliut up in a 
dungeon, for their lives, fuch of the monka 
whom they have a diflike to, and imagine they 
have reafon to diftruft. There have been num- 
berlefs e^^ainples of this ecclefiaftical tyranny in 
Italy and Spain ; there have been fome like- 
wife in France. This is called, in the mdnkffli 
jargon, being in pace; with the bread of tribulation^ 
and the water ofanguijh. 

In the hiftory of the common law, which 
was partly compofed by Mr. D'Argcnfon, mi- 
nifter for foreign afFairs, a man of milch more 
learning and philofuphy than was generally 

imagined;; 
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imagined: in this hiftory, I fay, you will find 
that the yitendant of Tours fct a perfon, who 
had been thus confined, at liberty, whom he 
with great difficulty found out, after the moft 
exad fearch. You fee alfo, that Monfieur de 
Coaler, bilhop of Orleans, delivered one of 
thefe unhappy monks, who was (hut up in a cif« 
tern,' the mouth of which was covered with a • 
great ftone. But what you will not find there, 
is, that a fevere punifhment was inflidted on the 
fuperiors, for their inhuman infolence in affum-^ 
ing the royal authority, and exercifmg it in fo 
tyrannical a manner. 

VI. 

Hiftorical truth has obliged us to fay, that 
Opas, the archbiftiop of Seville, was, in con- 
cert with count Julian, the firft inftrument which 
the Moors made ufeof to fubjedl the kingdom of 
Spain*. This is fo well known a faft, that it 
would have been as fhameful to have paffed it 
over in filence, as it is to contradidt it. The 
chronological abridgement of the hiftory of Spain 
calls bifhop Opas the wickede/i priej}, and worjl 
fuhjeSl in the kingdom. 

With regard to Mahomet, it is of little fignifi- 
cation, whether his father was the tenth or twelfth 
fon of Abdal Moutaleb, or howlong he w^s faftor 
to the widow Cadifche, to whom he was after- 
wards married f . Some think that he could nei- 
ther write nor read, and that this makes his fuc- 
ctffes the more wonderful. They found this > 
opinion on certain paffages of the Alcoran, where- 
in Mahomet calls himfelf the ignorant prophet^ 
and infmuates that he cannot write. The ftnft 

• Sec VqI, I, chap, x8, f Vol,' I, chap. 4. 
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of which paflaee feems ta be- no more than this, 
that in hioifeU he was ig^norant and incapable 
of reading or writing welU but that the angel 
Gabriel had exa.lted bioi above himfeif ; for it 
is hardly probable that he, who had been a mer- 
chant) and afterwards became a law-giver, he 
who was. a poet and a mufician* and who, on his 
death'bed, defired that, the proper things might 
be brought him to write> (hould have beep igno* 
rant of what was known to every child in Mecca* 
As to what relates, to Chrilltanity, it is a point 
oC a more delicate nature. The author has ne- 
ver fet up to a6t the divine, he has. confined 
himfelf to hiftorical truth, and he has delivered 
faiSts as he found them, leaving the learned and 
fenfible reader to draw his own inferences. If 
Calvin abfolutely fuffercd Scrvetus to perifli at 
the flake *, after having decl..r«d in his writings, 
that no man ougbt to be puniflied for following 
the opinion of Servetus ; the author was obliged 
to relate this fz&y without fear of difpleafing a 
fanatic orscn impoflor. He was under the u.. . 
AeceiEty to fet to view the ambition, cruelty, 
and abandoned lives of feveral of the pontiffs. 
They were men, arid he wrote the hiftory of 
mankind ; befides, their vices ferve as foils to 
fet ofF the virtues of thofe of the prefeot age. 

VII. 
In examining this hiffory, we find fome let- 
ters attributed to queen Chriftina f. She wrote 
one to cardinal Mazarine, on the fubjeft of Mo- 
naldefchi's murder, in which (he thus exprefles 
herfelf : 



• Vol. IV. chag. 115. t Vol. VI. pag, 147. 
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<< Be it known to ye all, fervants and mafters^ 
** that it has pleafed us to a£l in this manner. 
*« I would have you to know like wife, that 
*' Chriftina.care5 very little for your court, and 
•« ftijl left for you. My wjl is a law that is to 
** be rcfpedlcd. Silence is your duty. Know 
** that wbej-efoever Chriflin^ iS| ftije isHQueen.'* 
This letter has no date. If Chrifti/ia really 
w/ote it, {he can be looked upon only as a mur- 
derefs gone mad. Thi5 princefs had a great , 
£harc of onderftanding, and acquired no foall 
glory by the contempt (he (hewed for a throne ; 
bujt then '(he full led all that glory by her condu£l. 
If this letter is (i6litious, it can be only the 
work of one of thofe grovelling (laves, who 
imagined that a Swedi(h woman, becaufe (he 
^had reigned at Stpckhoim, had a right to caufe 
an Italian to.be murdereci at Fontainebleau, 
On this occaGon Alence was fo far from being 
the duty of cardinal Mazarioe, that, as prime 
minifler, he ought to have made Chiiftina feel 
the whole weight of the royal indignation. It 
was the duty of the attorney-general to prefer 
an information againft thefe ruffians who had 
been hired to murder, a foreigner in the royal 
palace; and, indeed, they oi^ght. to haive obliged 
queen Chriftlna to be prefent at the execution 
of the aflaiitns whom fliS had kept in pay ; and 
afterwards to haye quitted the kingdom herfelf : 
nay, there are many perfons of ftri«Sljufti<cc who 
would have gone to more rigorojus lengths. 

vm. 

The author of this Essay cannot have been 

influenced either by regard, hatred, or intereft; 

and it is by no means from an inclination to 

flaiter any one« that he hsiu in the age of Lewis 

\ XIV. taken 
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XIV. taken fome pains to refute the miftaken 
notion which had been broached in public, that 
the clergy of France were in pofleffion of the 
third part of the revenues of the nation. What 
had a layman and a reclufe to hope from the fa^- 
vour of the clergy ? He only meant to do ho- 
nour to the truth he loves. The clergy have 
not eighty millions income, and that body has 
done its duty by affifting the necefHties of the 
ftate, in proportion to its income. The French 
biihops have acquired the public efteem by their 
condufty and by thofe extenfive charities, which 
, cannot fail to make them dear to their flock in 
particular. In general, the body of clergy, both 
dignified and others, in England and France, 
have done as much good, as religious difputes 
formerly did harm. In thofe two kingdoms. 

Several wife and moderate perfons feem to 
wifli that a general toleration might take place 
in France, as well as in England. An indul- 
gence of this kind, fay they, at once peoples 
and enriches a country ) and a wife adminiflra- 
tion mayalway prevent the evil efFefls arifing 
from a mixture of different faiths, efpecially as 
the fuperior underflandings of the principal ci* 
tizens would be a check upon the extravagance 
or abfurdity of the lawerclafs. ^ 

IX. 

In treating of Janfenifm and Molinifm, I 
hive exhibited them in that ridiculous light" 
which is the charaSeriftic of their difputes, and 
have endeavoured to ihew that, what is in itfelf 
. contemptible, frequently becomes dangerous, 
from not being fufficiently defpifed. In pro- 
portion as the underftandings of mankind are 
impreffed with a proper notion of the bad ten- 
dency 



y Google 



GENERAL HISTORY. 241 

dency and abfurdity of thefe difputes, the pu- 
blic peace will be fecured from any attempts to 
injure it. 

We have fliewn France happy and unhappy; 
, fuccefsful and unfortunate ; her military dif- 
cipline encouraged and negleSed 5 her reve- 
nues copious and exhaufted j her navy refpec- 
table and ruined ; and her trade flouri(hing and 
languid. Thefe are viciffitudes infeparable from 
human affairs : but we have not prefumed to 
lay down rules for military difcipline, or the bet^ 
ter management of the revenue, the marine,, 
or commerce. We write hiftory, and not fyf- 
tems. 

There are certain anecdotes in the age of 
Lewis XIV. of which the author was certain^, 
and which have been in vain contefted. That of 
the man of the fteel mafk,* which gave birth to fo» 
many ftrange comeflures, is not more extraordi- 
nary than true. The author has, very lately, beea 
favoured with a letter from the lord of Palteau^. 
a chateau near Villeneuve le Roi, wherein ic 
is confirmed that this prifoner lodged in thU 
chateau ; that feveral perfons faw him come out. 
of his litter; that he wore a black mafk; ^nd 
that he is ftiil very well remembered in the- 
neighbourhood. There was^no neceffity for this 
frtSi proof ; but nothing ought to be omitted 
that tends to afcertain the truth of a fadt fa> 
much out of the common road. 

Another fingular circumftance-which relates- 
to philofophy, and which is, perhaps, more re- 
markable in the hiftory of the human mind, is- 
the manner in which thefe two learned prelates,. 

• Vol.VIII. p«g. 8^ 

M Fenelon* 
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14a ADDITIONS to, ice. 

Fcnelon and Huet t> thought in their laft mo- 
• ments. The trcatifc on the fFeaknefs of the Hu- 
man Mindy by which the bi&op of Avranches 
finifhed his career, leaves no room to doubt 
what were his laft fentiments. Thefe verfes of 
the archbifhop of Cambray, 

Jiuni fetois irop Jage, 

jEt voulois trsp favoiry tsfc, % 

kave been denied to be his : but it i^ fo certain 
they were written by him, that his nephew, 
while ambafiador at the Hague> caufed them to 
be printed at the end of a foHo edkion of Te- 
lemachus, together with fome other of his fugi- 
tive pieces. The copies which have thefe verfes 
in them are very fcarce, but they are to be met 
with in fome libraries. 

To conclude: in writing the hiftory ofibeAge 
•f Letvis XIV. the author was forty years feek- 
ing the truth, and he has delivered it. 



t The firft archbi/hop of Cambrty, the other bilHop of A- 
vFauches. , 

X Vol. IX. chap. 109, at the ond« 



End of the Twenty-Thiild Volume* 




/4754332o8ie 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



